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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on the 17th March 2022 at 6.45pm 
in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre 
Present:
F Beardsmore, R Tucker, V Lockley, C Stewart, T Smitheman, M Perks, D Betts and J Brindle
Also Present: 
J Stevens – Staffordshire Police

R Young, Clerk to the Council 



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
· No matters reported. 
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

· No matters reported under this section. 
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· M Perks mentioned a Farmer was using a Gas Gun on Fields at 7.15am in the morning. 
4)
POLICE MATTERS
· Crime Report for the period 16th February 2022 – 16th March 2022. 
Main headlines since the last meeting:

· Vehicle Crime 2 reports – 1 Catalytic Converter taken and Scooter taken.
· ASB 3 reports – nuisance report off road bike.  
· Burglary Residential – 3 reports.
· What are we asking you to do to increase community intelligence?  E.g. if there is a problem with drugs in Church Lane, do the other residents know, what have they seen/heard?  Feed it back in to us with times/dates the ASB/Criminal activity is taking place. 

· SOCIAL MEDIA – Smart Alerts/South Staffs Twitter.  Advertise next online surgery, face to face surgery and trending crimes. 

· Following matters raised with PCSO J Stevens:
· Car Racers on Friday, Saturday and Sunday – J Stevens to raise with Chief Inspector. 

· Motor Cycle abuse. 

· HGV’s (40T) using Brookhouse Lane/The Avenue when 7.5T. 

· Need regular attendance of PCSO’s at main times at Featherstone Academy the same as Shareshill and Essington.  J Stevens to outline problem of parking outside the Academy with the Inspector. 

· M Perks outlined details of drunk driver with no reaction from Police when reported. 

· Confirmation needed of re-start of Police Surgeries. 

5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from R Cope, J Beardsmore and B Williams.
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed (T Smitheman), seconded (J Brindle) and agreed that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 17th February 2022 be approved as a true and correct record, subject to two amendments.  
Resolved:
That the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 17th February 2022 be approved as a true and correct record, subject to two amendments. 
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors T Smitheman, R Tucker, V Lockley and J Brindle declared an interest in relation to all matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.  

8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Local Plan
· The Clerk to enquire again with K Harris regarding the number of houses allocated to Featherstone. 
b)
Red, White and Blue
· Meeting arranged with Alexander Hastings-Smith (SSDC) on 1st April 2022 at 3.00pm.  Property Solicitor to be in attendance at an in-person meeting. 
c)
South Staffordshire Housing Association
· Issue of Dog Fouling at the SSHA property still a problem.  Clerk to notify Environmental Health at SSDC. 
d)
County Councillor B Williams
· The Clerk to enquire with B Williams regarding progress to make Featherstone Lane one way.
e)
Midland Heart Housing Association
· Katie Merriman (MHHA) to provide dates for a re-arranged meeting. 
f)
Meeting with the Governor of Brinsford Prison
· Meeting date arranged for the 6th April 2022 at 3.00pm. 
g)
Oakwood – Prison Benches
Councillors reviewed the option to raffle the benches to residents.
h)
Featherstone Academy
· Litter Pick arranged for 25th March 2022.  Start time to be confirmed. 
· The Clerk to enquire with Adam Gastrad as to when it is planned to judge and then presentations to drawing/painting competition winners.
i) Cancelling Meetings
· J Brindle asked if the Chairman or Vice Chairman could not attend the meeting, would be able to vote a temporary Chairman for that meeting.  J Brindle said could everyone make an effort – J Brindle apologised for this comment.  
9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
· M6 Traffic Island – Traffic Island sequence causing traffic build-up back to M54/A460 traffic island.  Clerk to contact National Highways. 
· Email from Lee Marbury (SSDC) confirming the land off Brookhouse Lane with fly tipping is owned by National Highways and as this is Government Agency, they are unable to take action. 
· Brookhouse Lane – Re-surfacing – Freedom of Information reply as follows:

Thank you for your request for information. 

Please find information provided by the relevant service team(s) below. 

Regarding Brookhouse Lane, Featherstone, there were no remedial works to this site.  The original cost and the only cost of the whole site was £20,074.00.  That was for the approx. 1.18km of road surface dressed. 

It was prepped and dressed during 2021.  The surface dressing contractor was asked not to surface the area in the village leading to the junction as we felt it was being damaged by some construction traffic from a nearby building site, so we did not prep it for dressing. 

Unfortunately, the contractor got their communications wrong and when dressing the rest of the site, did the section that was meant to be left, which resulted in complaints, because with the prep work required, this was obviously a poor finish.  Because of this, we then went in and carried out some of the prep works that hadn’t been carried out originally. 
No contractors returned to do any remedial works. 

If the junction area is deemed suitable to dress, i.e. if the construction traffic has ceased to damage the area in question, then Rms may return to re-dress that section; there would be no charge to the County Council for this work. 

If you have any comments relating to how your request has been handled by our authority, you should contact us in the first instance.  Send your comment or complaint to:

Access to Information Team Manager, Access to Information Team, Staffordshire County Council, 1 Staffordshire Place, Stafford, ST16 2DH or email accessinformation@staffordshire.gov.uk 

If you then have further comments relating to how your request has been handled by our authority, please contact the Information Commissioner, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, or Make a complaint | ICO 

The Clerk to request confirmation of who approved work completed and a copy of approval report.  

· The Clerk confirmed he had reported to SCC Highways that the pavement was in need of repair/re-surfacing. 
10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
· Meeting of Management Committee planned for the near future.
· Isla Harvey request for a donation to assist with the organisation of Jubilee Celebrations.  Funding needed towards cost of stage and lighting.  J Brindle commented that if Parish Council invoiced, the VAT can be re-claimed.                 T Smitheman said function available for everyone.  
· It was proposed, seconded and agreed to donate £500.00.
Resolved:
To donate £500.00 towards the Jubilee Celebration. 
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Attended four incidents.  
12)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· The Clerk to request the Housing Association to undertake the following:
· Cut hedge back around Brinsford Play Area.  Also fence in need of attention.

13)
PLANNING

a) 
Planning Applications Received
· 22/00158/FUL
1 Sorrel Close, Featherstone
Proposed side and rear extension.

b) 
Enforcement Cases
· 2 Penderell Close, Featherstone

Alleged breach of condition 21/00761/FUL

Re: Positioning of Wall.

· Street Record
Brookhouse Lane, Featherstone

Alleged accumulation of waste material. 

c) 
Brinsford Lodge Development
· Meeting with Countryside last week.  R Tucker gave update regarding the following:

· Harvest Grove Construction.

· Jobs to be rectified including Signage and Traffic Routes.

· SSDC have not supported designate route. 

· Bus Stop
· R Tucker commented some residents had said a bus stop was not needed. 
· It was proposed, seconded and agreed the Bus Stop should be provided on the development side of the road and not the opposite. 

Resolved:
That a Bus Stop should be provided on the development side of the road. 

d) 
Royal Ordinance Factory Site
The Clerk to request an update concerning when work will start and details of funding for the road access. 

14)
CORRESPONDENCE

· Gavin Williamson M.P. – Update regarding the 2023 Review of Parliamentary Constituencies. 

· Perton Library Science Fair. 
· SCC – Hilton Lane, Shareshill – Emergency Closure 15th-17th March 2022. 
· SPCA – Bulletin. 
Staffordshire Fire Services – Recruitment.
· Staffordshire Archive and Heritage Newsletter. 
· K Perry – Holiday Activities. 
· SCC – Library News.

· My Staffordshire Newsletter.
15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE
· Defibrillator – Brinsford
· Installation Agreement Signed. 

· It was proposed, seconded and agreed to have the electricity supply connected to the Defibrillator at a cost of £190.00. 

Resolved:
Electricity supply to Defibrillator at Brinsford to be connected at a cost of £190.00.
· Defibrillator - FHCC
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to have the electricity supply connected at a cost of £190.00.

Resolved:
Electricity supply to the Defibrillator at FHCC to be connected at a cost of £190.00.
· Litter Pickers
· Reviewing Litter Picker Trollies available. 

· R Tucker confirmed the following:

· Contracts available. 

· Weekly Time Sheets to be completed. 

· Litter Picker to be requested not work inside Academy grounds. 
· Jubilee Celebration – Plant a Tree
F Beardsmore to review with Handyman and D Betts.

· Street Lights – New Road
T Smitheman to confirm to Parish Clerk the street light numbers of those not working correctly.  
· Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre

D Betts reported the guttering out of joints and needed attention. 
· Sport Cage
V Lockley reported the Sport Cage needed attention to secure panels.  The Clerk to contact “John the Welder” to meet V Lockley on site. 
16)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Donations – Draft application form circulated for comment. 
· Mobile Fish and Chip Van – Deferred.

· Christmas Tree and Lights. 

17)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday, 14th April 2022. 
18)
FINANCE
a) 
Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:
	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	17/03/2022
	003650
	Litter Picker
	386.10

	17/03/2022
	003651
	Parish Clerk
	1,000.00

	17/03/2022
	003652
	Litter Picker
	386.10

	17/03/2022
	003653
	Litter Picker
	384.70

	17/03/2022
	003654
	Parish Handyman
	346.73

	17/03/2022
	003655
	HMRC (PAYE)
	408.79

	17/03/2022
	003656
	Clerk’s Mileage
	36.50

	17/03/2022
	003657
	Clerk’s Expenses
	22.26

	17/03/2022
	003658
	Jubilee Celebration Donation
	500.00

	
	
	TOTAL:
	£3,471.18




Resolved:
To issue the above cheques. 
b) 
Community Centre Insurance Valuation
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to request a Desktop Assessment at a cost of £130.00 plus VAT. 

Resolved:
Request a Desktop Assessment at a cost of £130.00 plus VAT.
PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL

19)
PARISH CLERK
· It was proposed, seconded and agreed to increase the Clerk’s salary by 6%.  
Resolved:
To increase the Parish Clerk’s salary by 6%.  
· The Clerk to undertake the following:

· Correspondence sent out within seven days. 

· Include Councillors in all emails.  

· Obtain update regarding Declaration of Interest, Code of Conduct and Equality and Diversity Policy.

· Clerk’s Review – September 2022.
The Meeting closed at 9.46pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman


______________________
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F Beardsmore, Chairman
______________________
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F Beardsmore, Chairman

