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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held at 6.45pm on Thursday, 10th August 2022
in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre 
Present:
F Beardsmore, R Tucker, B Clayton, C Stewart, T Smitheman and J Brindle  
Also Present: 
County Councillor B Williams

Three Members of the Public


R Young, Clerk to the Council 



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
County Councillor, B Williams, commented regarding the following:-
· Theft from garage at Shareshill.
· Environmental Grants for LED lighting – Will send forms to Clerk. 
· SCC School Meeting 24th August 2022.  
· M54 – Wolverhampton Road – Potholes programmed to be repaired. 
· Potholes on Brookhouse Close and at Brinsford repaired. 
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

· No matters reported. 
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
The following items were reported by members of the Public:-

· Adjacent to Mann Hummel building, rubbish left plus area used as toilet.  (By laybys).  
· B Williams asked for assistance regarding funding for the play area. 
· Red, White and Blue enquired regarding present position – B Clayton waiting for next Committee Meeting.  F Beardsmore commented land may have been purchased by developer.  
4)
POLICE MATTERS
· J Brindle commented no Police seen in the Parish for some time. 
· The Clerk to enquire when Police Surgeries will resume in the Community Centre. 
Featherstone Crime Report – between 10/07/2022 – 10/08/2022

· ASB related incidents reported – 2

· Vehicle Crime – Pennycress Gardens, Featherstone.  Company (Biasi UK) reporting fleet van stolen from o/s employees address. 

· Burglary – Hazel Grove, Featherstone.  Front porch door found open, was locked prior to going out – nothing stolen.   
· Honeysuckle Drive, Featherstone.  Informant awoken and disturbed 2 offenders trying to break into his property via the rear door (lock snap), IP has BMW X3 on the drive.  

5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from D Betts, M Perks, J Beardsmore and R Cope.
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed (V Lockley), seconded (T Smitheman) and agreed that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 14th July 2022 be approved as a true and correct record.
Resolved:
That the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 14th July 2022 be approved as a true and correct record.
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors T Smitheman, R Tucker, B Clayton and M Perks declared an interest in relation to all matters relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.  

8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Staffordshire County Council – Featherstone Academy
· The Clerk confirmed a Zoom meeting had been arranged with Andrew Marsden on the 24th August 2022. 
b)
SCC Highways – Meeting with Mark Keeling
· It was agreed the Clerk should arrange a meeting with Mark Keeling for 2.00pm on the 9th September 2022 at the Community Centre. 
c)
Brinsford Lodge

The Clerk to enquire regarding the following:-

· Countryside Properties – Will the hedge on the Estate side of the road be retained?
· Kelly Harris (SSDC) – With 70% of Brinsford Lodge properties sold, when will Sports Field be started?

d)
Trees and Hedges – New Road
· C Larvin (SCC) confirmed “The Hedgerows are maintained by the landowner in which the hedge is the boundary line”. 
e)
Weed Spraying in Parish

· SSDC – Do not now provide a weed spraying service. 

· The Clerk to invite Andy Aston to the October 2022 Parish Council Meeting. 

f)
South Staffordshire Housing Association

· The Clerk to contact Gavin Williamson M.P. regarding the lack of a clean-up at Olde Hall Court. 
9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
· SSDC – Environmental Health – Request that waste collection vehicles access Featherstone Park as it is very difficult for Senior Citizens to take waste bins to collection point. 
· Road Sign – Whitgreave Avenue – C Larvin (SCC Highways) confirmed no signs at this location.  Clerk to enquire with SSDC. 
· Old Lane, Featherstone – C Larvin replied as follows:-
I have raised an enquiry for our inspector to take a look at the overgrowth.  Reference Number 4290497.

As part of a one-off trial for environmental works with SSDC, this lane is on the list to be strimmed back and swept; this will not be until the team are up and running, we are hoping September/October time. 

I will ask the inspector to take a look and raise any urgent works in the meantime. 

· Street Light S15 New Road operating 24 hours – Clerk to report. 
· Brinsford Lodge – Designated Route – To be discussed with M Keeling at meeting on the 9th September 2022. 
· The reply from Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport, David Williams, as follows:-

Re:  Brinsford Lodge Development
Thank you for your enquiry concerning the above. 

Any vehicles found to be breaching the designated route or using inappropriate roads such as ones with a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) would be fined via the police. 

The Council is responsible for setting up TRO’s, however, any enforcement is carried out by Staffordshire Police and any record of this would also be with them.  I have taken note of your concerns and shared them with the local team who will continue to monitor this location. 

I apologise I am unable to offer more details on this matter. 
· C Larvin (SCC) confirmed there are no permits for any road closures on East Road (Malayan Way) in the next six months. 
· C Larvin mentioned the following:-

Whilmot Close flooding – Works have been carried out to install an additional gully by number 12 to help catch some of the flow of water getting to the bottom of the close.  There are works awaiting programming outside number 35 and the two new builds to install an additional outlet pipe to 2 x gullies, we are still awaiting legal sign off for this as the land is private. 

Whilmot Close/Huddlestone Close lining – We have no enquiries for any worn markings.  I have raised an enquiry for our inspector to take a look at the lining in these roads, enquiry numbers 4288883 & 4288882.
10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

F Beardsmore mentioned the following:-
· New Year’s Eve Dance. 
· Grants.
· Carpet replacement (will check if existing carpet can be cleaned). 
· Door access/security issues. 
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Attended six incidents. 
12)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· Garages at Old Hall Road – Kirsty Wareham at Homeplus stated no decision taken regarding future of these garages.  The Clerk to request they are tidied up.  
· South View Close – F Beardsmore said the vegetation had not been cut back.  The Clerk to request clearance of the vegetation again. 
· The Clerk to again request the Housing Association to review the amount of car maintenance undertaken at certain properties on Old Hall Road. 
· Play area at Brinsford – The Clerk to request a site meeting to discuss the hedge and fencing. 
13)
PLANNING

a) 
Planning Applications Received
i)
22/00603/FUL


First Floor Side Extension.


4 Primrose Gardens, Featherstone


No comments. 

ii)
Dog Grooming / Accommodation on Hilton Road. 


The Clerk to enquire with Planning Enforcement as to when planning permission was granted. 

b) 
Brinsford Lodge Development
The Clerk to email Ben Williams regarding the following:- 
· The Parish Council have made a democratic decision regarding a bus stop as stated when planning permission was granted. 

· At site meeting, agreed to purchase twenty five larger signs.  This can be confirmed by District Councillor R Cope.  Please confirm whether purchased. 

· Could you confirm how many houses have been sold to date. 

14)
CORRESPONDENCE

· SSDC – Fly Tipping Presentation – Andrew Aston agreed to attend a future Parish Council Meeting.
· Dawn Randall – Condition of Red, White and Blue grounds. 
· Cycle Confident – Cycle Training Events. 

· SPCA Bulletin.
· R Taylor (SSDC) – Localities Work. 

· B Long (SSDC) – Review Magazine Venues. 

· Staffordshire Fire and Rescue – Water and Outdoor Safety.   
· Staffordshire Archives and Heritage Newsletter.  
· Georgina Fowkes – Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE
· Red, White and Blue – Fence leaning over at 45º degrees.  The Clerk confirmed he had contacted Stonegate requesting repairs due to the Health and Safety risk. 
· Brookhouse Lane / Cat and Kitten Lane – J Brindle contacted landowner regarding removal of waste material.
· Corner of Brookhouse Lane / Cat and Kitten Lane verges by water hydrant damaged by vehicles getting water.  Clerk to notify C Larvin. 

· Playground – Featherstone
· The Clerk reported he had a meeting with Support Staffordshire regarding assistance to submit grant applications. 
· Reviewed option to use some of existing play equipment temporarily. 

· T Smitheman awaiting updated quotes for new play equipment plus Fitness Equipment. 
16)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Christmas Tree and Lights – The Clerk to enquire with Electrical Contractor regarding appropriate electric fitting to lampposts for Christmas Decoration.  
17)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· Thursday, 8th September 2022. 
18)
FINANCE
a) 
Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:
	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	10/08/2022
	003661
	Jones Skip Hire
	266.40

	10/08/2022
	003662
	Kevin Blair
	224.64

	10/08/2022
	003663
	Khoo Seller
	345.60

	10/08/2022
	003664
	Information Commissioner
	40.00

	10/08/2022
	003665
	Inland Revenue
	443.53

	10/08/2022
	003666
	Parish Clerk
	1,060.00

	10/08/2022
	003667
	Litter Picker
	411.67

	10/08/2022
	003668
	Litter Picker
	411.67

	10/08/2022
	003669
	Litter Picker
	405.07

	10/08/2022
	003670
	Parish Handyman
	346.73

	10/08/2022
	003671
	Clerk’s Expenses
	37.40

	
	
	TOTAL:
	£3,992.71




Resolved:
To issue the above cheques. 
b) 
Parish Bank Account Balance
The Clerk confirmed the balance of the Parish Council Bank Account. 
The Meeting closed at 8.45pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman


______________________
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F Beardsmore, Chairman
______________________
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