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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  
held on Thursday, 11th April 2019 at 6.45pm 

in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone
Present:
F Beardsmore, G Reynolds, T Smitheman, D Betts, M Perks, J Brindle (19.51) and R Tucker 
Also Present: 
District Councillor R Cope


Four Members of the Public


PCSO Stevens


R Young – Clerk to the Council



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
· No matters reported. 
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

a)
District Councillor R Cope
R Cope gave an update regarding the following:- 
· Rail Hub.
· Motorway Link.

· Movement of Dog Waste bins by the District Council.  
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The Chairman, F Beardsmore, gave details of vacancies for Parish Councillors.  

· The Chairman and Councillors thanked Dev and Sat for the service to the Community over the last thirty years with their CostCutter Shop.  The Chairman, F Beardsmore, presented Dev and Sat with a Parish Plaque.  
4)
POLICE MATTERS

Staffordshire Police Crime Report – 11th March 2019 – 11th April 2019


11/03/2019 – 11/04/2019 – Featherstone
· Main headlines since the last meeting: ASB Hilton Road – Neighbours issue.  Dark Lane – Gas canisters and noise nuisance.  Honeysuckle Drive – Bike and quad nuisance.   
· Burglary Residential 1) Shed entry gained, nothing taken.  2) Theft of motor vehicle, Hilton Road, Church Road; both vehicles taken. 
· What are we asking you to do to increase community intelligence?  E.g. if there is a problem with drugs in Church Lane, do the other residents know, what have they seen/heard?  Feed it back in to us with times/dates the ASB/Criminal activity is taking place. 

· (Parking buddies) – Using during School run times, will be moving location. 
· SOCIAL MEDIA – Smart Alerts / South Staffs Twitter.  Advertise next online surgery, face to face surgery and trending crimes. 

· New Scheme – Poster at Featherstone Post Office for local drop-ins.  

· Any questions that haven’t been covered? 

Parish Councillors raised the following with PCSO Stevens:-

· Problems at Dark Lane.

· Parking issues. 

· F Beardsmore asked regarding Drop-Ins. 

· Police not attending incidents in South View. 

· Parking buddies.

The Clerk to request a meeting with Police Sergeants for the Parish. 

5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from J Beardsmore, I Harvey and A Roche. 
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed (G Reynolds), seconded (R Tucker) and agreed that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 14th March 2019 be agreed as a true and correct record.   

Resolved:
To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 14th March 2019 as a true and correct record.  
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors T Smitheman, F Beardsmore and R Tucker declared an interest in relation to all matters relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 
8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
50th Anniversary of Closure of Hilton Main
· T Smitheman reported that over one hundred attended the Anniversary Event.  The Clerk to forward the thanks of the Parish Council for the contribution made by I Harvey and Steve Bowker and family. 

b)
Local Prisons
i) Featherstone Prison 
D Betts mentioned the following:-
· Governor improving matters at Prison.

· Report from Governor very favourable.

· Independent Monitoring Board and Chief Inspector of Prisons Reports have shown improvement. 

· R Tucker commented the Governor and staff have done a very good job.

· Councillors also said getting on top of Drug and Assault problem, plus staffing levels brought back up.  41% of staff have less than one year’s service. 

· Governor would agreed to attend a Public Meeting. 

· G Reynolds reported he had brought up the problem of lighting on Oaks Drive. 

· Councillors thanked the Governor for the meeting and the offer to attend a Public Meeting. 


ii)
Oakwood Prison


Councillors mentioned the following from the meeting with the Director:-
· Director gave a glowing report on all points. 
· Planning to allow work in the Community in the future. 

· Agreed to renew Noticeboards and would help with maintenance. 

· Director mentioned two visits/meeting each year.

· R Tucker commented that Featherstone and Oakwood doing well and have improved. 

· It was proposed (R Tucker), seconded (D Betts) that the Clerk contact Featherstone Prison regarding a Public Meeting and Oakwood Prison regarding two planned meetings. 

Resolved:


The Clerk to contact Featherstone and Oakwood Prisons regarding future meetings.

ii) Brinsford Prison
The Clerk to continue to arrange a meeting with the Governor at Brinsford Prison.
d)
Fingerpost

This matter was ongoing. 
9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS

The Chairman, F Beardsmore, reported on the meeting with Helen Fisher (Cabinet Member for Highways at SCC) and Mark Keeling and other Highway matters:-
· Meeting with Helen Fisher and M Keeling on the 10th April 2019. 
· Need plan for South Crescent as main drain damaged on first day.

· Asked Mark Keeling for Schedule of Work. 

· Gullies on New Road and A460 need attention.

· Dark Lane / A460.

· Re-surfacing on Brookhouse Lane.

· County Councillors have £40k for local issues.  R Tucker commented allocation must be on a need basis.

· R Tucker also commented who signed off the work already carried out on Brookhouse Lane which is of a poor standard. 

· The Clerk and Chairman raised with Helen Fisher and M Keeling the repairs needed to the highway around the A460/M54 traffic island.

· Email from M Keeling stated the following:-

Please find below a brief update on the main topic points of our discussion with yourselves, Featherstone Parish and Councillor Helen Fisher yesterday. 

Gullies – As you know, we are operating on a three year programme with A roads being cleansed every year.  There are 180,000 gullies within Staffordshire.  Those gullies that have problems such as blockages we cannot clear at the time, or lids that are stuck down, are reported back to the operational control room and tasks are raised for a separate crew to attend.  We currently have a considerable number of gullies that require additional attention and these are addressed on a priority basis, e.g. Property flooding, Carriageway flooded, etc.  Many of these sites have been identified for action through the members additional £20k fund this year. 

Weed Spraying – Weed spraying commences in May, urban areas will receive treatment twice a year (May, June) & (August, September).  Rural areas are treated once a year (June, July).

A460 Island – We acknowledge the request to remove x 2 of the centre lines around the motorway island and understand the concerns locally, however, this request will need to be actioned at a time when there is a need for Traffic Management around the island.  At the moment this is neither a safety scheme or a maintenance scheme and as such will be actioned when possible.  We will discuss your concerns with the County Councillors as soon as possible. 
Brookhouse Lane – I understand Brookhouse Lane has been a concern for some time, however, we intend to undertake localised patching works on the Lane this year in order for the site to be bought up to a standard where it can be surface dressed.  The current plan is to surface dress the site in next season’s programme – 2020.  This will be confirmed once funding allocation for the preventative maintenance programme is known. 

South Crescent – Works have commenced to install the agreed build out.  Apologies for the delay in delivery, however, we had some issues with drainage that needed to be resolved.  This scheme is being delivered via the County Councillors Local Community Priorities programme. 

New Road – The legal order and process is complete.  We are now at the delivery stage.  I expect the lining will be carried out in the next four to five weeks.  This is also a priority being delivered via the members Divisional Highway Programme. 

Mark Keeling. 

10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
· The Clerk reported he had contacted Viking Electric again regarding the lighting column. 
· F Beardsmore gave a detailed update regarding the heating system.  The Clerk to arrange a further meeting with “Good Life” advisors. 

· Goal Post needs attention – Post needs replacement. 

· South West Works have renewed white marking on Car Park. 

· D Betts commented lighting outside the centre needs attention.

11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE ACADEMY GOVERNORS’ REPORT
· J Brindle reported the next meeting to be held in June 2019. 
12)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· The Clerk reported he had not received any details. 
13)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· M Perks commented the grassed area opposite Old Hall Flats needs cutting, plus removal of rubbish.  The Clerk to arrange a site meeting to discuss grass cutting and installation of bollards.  
14)
REPORT – BRINSFORD RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

G Reynolds mentioned the following:-
· Pull in on Oaks Drive needs attention (surface by tree).

· Schedule/Map given to Clerk with 37 potholes. 

· The Clerk to contact Highways/Featherstone Prison regarding responsibility for Oaks Drive for potholes and lay-by.

· The Clerk to notify Highways of 25 potholes on East Road (included on Map).

· G Reynolds to purchase wood paint for Noticeboard and Bench at Brinsford. 

· Brinsford Residents’ Association Report. 

· The Clerk to order two posts for the two dog/waste/litter bins already purchased.  
15)
PLANNING

a)
Planning Applications Received
i) 19/00256/OUT
Demolition of existing Bungalow, replacement with up to 5 No. Apartments (Outline).
Fairview, Hilton Road, Featherstone
R Cope commented as follows:-

· Need to know size of accommodation, i.e. room size plus street scene not appropriate. 

ii) 19/00210/FUL

Two storey side extension over existing garage/utility room.

18 Campion Drive, Featherstone

16)
CORRESPONDENCE

· SCC – My Staffordshire Newsletter. 
· SSDC – Notice of Uncontested Election – Featherstone Parish Council (Featherstone and Brinsford Wards).
· SSDC – Statement of Persons Nominated – District Councillors. 
· SCC – Proposed Permanent Traffic Regulation Order – New Road, Featherstone. 
· Kazoku Kai (Derek Ridgeway) – Thank you letter for donation. 

· SCC – Bus Service Changes.

· SSDC – Election Newsletter. 

· SPCA – Bulletin.

· Mazars – Audit Procedure and Date. 

· Entrust – Framework for reviewing Landfill Community Fund Projects. 

· V Shaw – Request for details of local allotments. 

· “Fly the Red Ensign for Merchant Navy Day” – 3rd September 2019.

· It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (G Reynolds) that two Red Ensign Flags are purchased.  

Resolved: 

To purchase two Red Ensign Flags. 
· Featherstone Senior Citizens Club – Letter from A W Bate requesting donation towards cost of a Day Trip to Liverpool.   
· It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (D Betts) that a donation of £250.00 be made. 
Resolved:




To donate £250.00 to Featherstone Senior Citizens Club.
· Came and Co – Pre-Renewal Schedule of Insurance for the Parish Council. 
17)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· Last street light at the bottom of Brookhouse Lane – Tree branches over light still outstanding – Clerk to notify SCC again. 
· Tree Maintenance – R Tucker agreed to review Oak Trees on Malayan Way and notify Steve Dores at SSDC with regard to TPO’s being issued. 
· Noticeboard to be taken to Oakwood Prison for repair – D Betts gave a review of work required. 
· T Smitheman confirmed he had taken Election Nomination Forms to South Staffordshire Council.  Also reported that Parish is officially Featherstone Parish Council. 
· Village Clean-Up – Sunday, 14th April 2019 from 11.00am. 
· Volunteers to meet at Community Centre. 

· Litter pickers purchased. 

· R Tucker enquired regarding Parish Litter Picker Work. 

· F Beardsmore commented the Village Clean-Up was National event. 

· J Brindle said two bins outside Chapel and at Bus pull-in on A460 were full of litter. 

· R Cope commented considerable amount of litter on Brookhouse Lane. 

18)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
a) 
Featherstone Play Equipment

T Smitheman reported he had arranged a meeting with a Play Equipment Supplier for the 2nd May 2019.
b) 
Noticeboards

Noticeboards discussed earlier in the meeting. 

c) 
CCTV

The Clerk to enquire with Helen Marshall regarding potential CCTV locations (lampposts). 

· Community Centre.

· Brinsford Park. 

· Featherstone Academy.
d) 
Trees and Hedgerows
Councillors to identify trees with location to consider for TPO’s.  
19)
DATE O NEXT MEETING 
· Thursday, 9th April 2019. 
20)
FINANCIAL MATTERS
a) Shareshill Churchyard

It was proposed (R Tucker), seconded (J Brindle) to donate £500.00 towards the costs of Shareshill Churchyard.


For proposal
3


Abstained
3


Proposal Agreed. 


Resolved:





To donate £500.00 towards the costs of Shareshill Churchyard. 
b) Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:-

	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	11/04/19
	003121
	R Young 
	1,000.00

	11/04/19
	003122
	C Hill
	355.77

	11/04/19
	003123
	K Parkes
	352.77

	11/04/19
	003124
	K Malpass
	298.57

	11/04/19
	003125
	HMRC (PAYE)
	383.48

	11/04/19
	003126
	Khoo Systems
	24.00

	11/04/19
	003127
	Glasdons
	262.06

	11/04/19
	003128
	SSDC (GM)
	162.94

	11/04/19
	003129
	Fazeley Signs
	24.00

	11/04/19
	003130
	R Young – Expenses
	104.19

	11/04/19
	003131
	South West Works
	1,350.00

	---
	003132
	Cancelled
	0.00

	11/04/19
	003133
	FHCC (Room Hire)
	30.00

	11/04/19
	003134
	Featherstone Senior Citizen’s Club
	250.00

	11/04/19
	003135
	Shareshill PCC
	500.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£5,097.78


Resolved:

· To issue the above cheques.
The Meeting closed at 9.31pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman











______________________
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