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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Thursday, 10th October 2019 at 6.45pm 

in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone
Present:
F Beardsmore, V Lockley, R Barnett, G Reynolds, T Smitheman, J Brindle, R Tucker and J Beardsmore 
Also Present: 
R Young – Clerk to the Council



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
· No matters reported.
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

F Beardsmore reported the following:-
· BT proposed to remove Telephone Box on A460 – Not used during last 12 months.  R Tucker commented difficult to justify retaining telephone box.
· Overview and Scrutiny Meeting tonight at District Council to consider Local Plan, allocation of houses and inspection.  
· F Beardsmore gave details of Meeting with fourteen parents regarding children being allocated places at Cheslyn Hay School for September 2020.

3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· No matters raised. 
4)
POLICE MATTERS
a) 
Crimes in Featherstone – 12th September 2019 – 9th October 2019
· Burglary residential (including sheds and other buildings)   0
· Theft of Motor Vehicles (TOMV)
1    

· North Crescent motor scooter stolen from driveway parked under car port.

· Theft from Motor Vehicles (TFMV)
0
· Violence against the person

0

· Drugs




0

· Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB)

5
· Brookhouse Close – Noise issues, Housing informed breach of housing terms.
· South View – Noise issues (Neighbour) Midland Heart contacted. 

· South Crescent – Ongoing Neighbour issues (Noise).

· Wilmot Close – Report of kids messing about damaging garden hedge.  Messing with dust caps, being general nuisance, all spoken to.

· Cannock Road, Westcroft - Two reports approx. 15-20 vehicles racing by the motorway island.
· Criminal damage.- 1
· Locality 3 Police Meeting.

· Poor attendance.

· J Brindle enquired with Helen Marshall regarding CCTV.

· T Smitheman commented points raised were very good and bettern than the answers given.

· Drug issues raised. 

· F Beardsmore mentioned speeding cars on a Sunday.

5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from M Perks, R Cope and B Williams.
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 12th September 2019 be agreed as a true and correct record. 

Resolved:
To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 12th September 2019 as a true and correct record. 
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
· Councillors R Tucker, J Brindle, T Smitheman, F Beardsmore and J Beardsmore declared an interest in relation to all matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 
8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Static Caravan at Indian Restaurant (Kings Repose)
· Generators working all day.
· Potential for twenty caravans.

· Small caravan also sited. 

The Clerk to request an update from Catherine Gutteridge. 

b)
Meeting with Prison Governor
· Featherstone
-
17th October 2019 – 3.00pm
The Clerk reported the present Governor was leaving on the 31st October 2019.  Agreed to cancel meeting and wait for replacement Governor. 

· Brinsford
-
23rd October 2019 – 3.00pm

R Tucker, D Betts and G Reynolds to attend.

· Oakwood
-
24th September 2019 – 4.00pm 

R Tucker reported the meeting with the Deputy Governor was very good.  Confirmed prepared to undertake ground maintenance at the Burial Ground.  F Beardsmore to contact the Vicar and the Clerk to contact Oakwood regarding ground matinenance. 
· Site Meeting with Deputy Governor from Binsford Prison at Community Centre  
Regarding ground maintenance.

R Tucker mentioned the following:-
· Pointed out risk of Play Area and Mother and Toddler. 

· Would carry out Risk Assessment.

· Ground Maintenance would be undertaken at Community Centre and Lane to Doctors. 

· G Reynolds suggested Rabbit Lane in need of attention.

· R Tucker said can only benefit from an agreement. 

9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
a) 
South Crescent


The Clerk confirmed he had reported the loose bollard to SCC Highways.
b) 
Parking Bay outside the Chemist

The Clerk to enquire with Mark Keeling as to when the parking lines will be renewed.
c) 
Brookhouse Lane

Reply from Mark Keeling as follows:-

Thank you for your email. 


Councillor Williams did indeed raise this matter with ourselves some time ago and subsequently the local officer has visited site.  Our apologies for not responding earlier. 


Please see the photos attached which were taken at the Village end / mid-section and towards the end section today. 


I found the cycle route to have a good surface and the majority of the route is clear for use.  However, I do note the short section towards the top end of Brookhouse Lane where trees and shrub growth have affected the available width and height when using a cycle.  There are other odd sections where tree overhang requires monitoring. 


We have asked our tree surgeon to visit site and determine what is required along route and works will be arranged where applicable and when resources allow.


In the meantime, this route can be used and was being used as I was on site today.  Cyclists may choose to use Brookhouse Lane carriageway instead and there is no reason why cyclists cannot use the carriageway.


I note the request for a surface dressing treatment of Brookhouse Lane and this is something we are discussing with engineers.  Just for background information, the majority of Featherstone Village had preventative carriageway treatment in 2013, and Cat and Kittens Lane had similar treatment in 2016. 

The recent Scanner data for Brookhouse Lane indicates that the existing carriageway is in a good condition, however, we will have further information on forward programmes over the coming few months.  
· Glen Reynolds commented the surface is in poor condition.

· R Tucker said not happy with reply.

· Councillors to meet on site to review condition of road and cycleway.

· T Smitheman comments regards re-surfacing contradict what was said last year.
d) 
Grit Bins

Letter dated 9th September 2019 from Helen Fisher, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport outlining the distribution of grit this winter. 
10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
· J Beardsmore said LED lights better on the Car Park.  
· J Brindle agreed to take J Beardsmore to Danecourt Limited to discuss the roof leaks.  Very disappointed with roof problems.  
· F Beardsmore reported three quotations were being obtained for a replacement heating system. 
· F Beardsmore also reported that the District Council had asked to use the Community Centre for Meetings in 2020 while their office at Codsall are modernised. 

11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE ACADEMY GOVERNORS’ REPORT

· J Brindle mentioned recent meeting reviewed the need to undertake painting at the School plus attention to trees and whether radiators need replacing.  
12)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Twenty incidents attended during last month. 
13)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION
· F Beardsmore gave an update regarding contact with Midland Heart Housing Association including their allocation criteria which they agreed to review. 
· Ball games in the vicinity of South View Close.  F Beardsmore to take up with PCSO Teresa Nichols should there be no improvement.

14)
REPORT – BRINSFORD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

G Reynolds mentioned the following:-

· Residents at 1 East Road using land for the repair of vehicles and operating a business.  F Beardsmore to review.
· Ten-Twelve people in white overalls and face masks appear to be taking samples at Royal Ordnance.  Clerk to enquire with Kelly Harris at SSDC.
· Bench repairs – Need to give dimensions to Oakwood Prison.
15)
PLANNING

a) 
Planning Applications
i) 19/00692/FUL

14 East Road, Brinsford

Single storey extension to front elevation.

ii) 19/00615/FUL

29 North Crescent, Featherstone

Extension and alteration.

iii) 19/00594/FUL

Replacement Dwelling.  Demolition of existing house and replaced with Bungalow.

46,Cannock Road,Featherstone

F Beardsmore to review.
b) 
Other Planning Matters
· Meeting arranged with prospective Developers of the College site at Brinsford on the 16th October 2019 at the Community Centre.

The Clerk to circulate a reminder of the meeting to all Councillors. 

16)
CORRESPONDENCE

· Helen Marshall (SSDC) – Ways to Report a Crime.
· Sue Meredith (SSDC) – Code of Conduct – Clerk to circulate to Councillors. 

· SSDC – Service of Remembrance – Monday, 11th November 2019.

· Dave Heywood, Chief Executive, SSDC – Localities Presentation.

· My Staffordshire Newsletter.

· Parish Summit – Agenda.

· D Pattison – SSDC – Code of Conduct Training.

· Scope – Request to Site Recycling Banks – No action. 

· SPCA Bulletin.

· Came and Co – Liability Claim.

· Kelly Harris (SSDC) – Pennwood Farm – Questions.

· R Cope – Alleyway – Red, White and Blue – Alyson Morton at SSHA confirmed ground team to clear area.

· Michelle Dove – Red, White and Blue.

· Still reviewing future plans for Red, White and Blue.  Depends on roads in the area when Motorway Link started.
· Rebecca Potter (SSDC) – Payphone Kiosk Removals – Kiosk on A460 Cannock Road not used once in last 12 months.  Councillors agreed cannot object to removal.  
17)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· Oakwood Prison to supply two benches – One each for Brinsford and Featherstone.
· J Brindle agreed to arrange for panel to be welded back in place on  the MUGA.

· Play Equipment:

· Existing play equipment (adjacent to Community Centre) safety surface coming up.  Clerk to contact Playdale Limited. 

· T Smitheman gave update regarding new play equipment at Featherstone to be supplied by Proludic Limited. 

· Litter Bins – G Reynolds reported the litter bin by the Kings Repose and the entrance to Oaks Drive need to be emptied. 

J Brindle gave details of litter bins not being emptied on A460 and M54/A460 traffic island.

The Clerk and F Beardsmore to take up this matter with Bob Taylor at SSDC.

· Steve Bowker approached the Parish Council regarding purchase of Remembrance Silhouette Figures at a cost of £500.00 for two.  Councillor decided to defer decision until next year. 

· F Beardsmore outlined problem of vehicles parking opposite the Chip Shop on the pavement, especially at weekends.  

Clerk to enquire with B Williams regarding option to install bollards at the top of The Avenue.

·  Village Green at Brinsford.  Parish Council to consider ownership.  Deferred until November 2019 Parish Council Meeting. 
· Security Posts around Community Centre Grounds.  Councillors reviewed quotations obtained.  Revised quotations to be obtained whereby existing ground holes for existing wooden posts would be used. 

18)
TWINNING

J Brindle to discuss with School regarding their preference on this matter. 

19)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· Thursday, 14th November 2019. 

20)
FINANCE MATTERS
a) Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:-

	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	23/09/19
	003269
	Crown Gas
	499.00

	10/10/19
	003270
	R Young
	1,000.00

	10/10/19
	003271
	C Hill
	355.77

	10/10/19
	003272
	K Parkes
	352.77

	10/10/19
	003273
	K Malpass
	298.57

	10/10/19
	003274
	HMRC
	383.48

	10/10/19
	003275
	Cancelled
	0.00

	10/10/19
	003276
	Khoo Systems
	24.00

	10/10/19
	003277
	Towergate
	210.00

	10/10/19
	003278
	South Staffordshire Council 
	585.10

	10/10/19
	003279
	FHCC
	80.97

	
	
	TOTAL
	£3,789.66


Resolved: 
To issue the above cheques.
The Meeting closed at 9.17pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman











______________________
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