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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Thursday, 8th August 2019 at 6.45pm 

in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone
Present:
F Beardsmore, V Lockey, R Barnett, T Smietheman, J Brindle, D Betts and


R Tucker 
Also Present: 
County Councillor B Williams

District Councillor R Cope


One Member of the Public


R Young – Clerk to the Council



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

B Williams mentioned the following:-

· Roads and Pavements – “Common Sense” regarding road repairs – Amey will repair those potholes brought to their attention. 
· M54/A460 island – Mark Keeling and Highways England need to be involved – No decision as yet.  
· Brookhouse Lane – Cycle lane needs to be considered priority – 30mph speed limit unlikely to be achieved.  Hedges responsibility of landowner – Need to ask landowner.  
· People Helping People – Small grants available.  
· Weed spraying – weather effected – Mark Keeling asked if residents could be more involved.  G Reynolds commented it is a public footpath, gutters and roads.  
· Confirmed £20k of funding available – part for footway between Shareshill and Featherstone. 

· John Brindle commented regarding the cost of insurance claims regarding the highways and appropriate weed killer needs to be used on weeds in gutters. 

· Frank Beardsmore – Parish Council told Inspector would review.  Responsibility of the County Council and when will any report be available.  Also regarding Brookhouse Lane there was two fatal accidents.  SCC not cutting back vegetation so cyclists go onto the road.  B Williams agreed to follow up this issue. 
· R Cope enquired as to who supervises Amey work and is there a proper management/supervisory structure.  Also commented the gauges in the road surface of the M54/A460 traffic island is very bad with Health and Safety issues.  Regarding the grant scheme, the difficulty is getting people to join together. 
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

R Cope reported on the following:-
· Attended Planning meeting. 
· Meeting with developers of Brinsford College site. 

· Call for Sites. 

· Rail Hub – Update. 

· Link Road M6/M54 – Lobby to push away from Hilton. 

· John Brindle enquired as to planning requests for an 8 berth Caravan at Indian Restaurant (Kings Repose).  Clerk to enquire. 

F Beardsmore mentioned the following:-

· Huddlestone Close – Bungalow Development Proposal – Need to monitor. 
· Warmer Homes – Funding available.  Gas supply request from twelve homes where heating is electric.

· Code of Conduct Training – Update.  
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Zeena Webb enquired as follows:-

· Outlined the need to make good the footpath around the Chapel and need to raise £2,000.  Total cost of £3,960.  Councillors mentioned the People Helping People Fund reported by County Councillor Bernard Williams. 
4)
POLICE MATTERS
· No information received from Staffordshire Police. 
· R Cope commented there had been no reduction in drug dealing.
5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from J Beardsmore and M Perks.
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 11th July 2019 be agreed as a true and correct record, subject to one amendment. 


Delete:

R Reynolds.


Include:
G Reynolds  

Resolved:
To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 11th July 2019, subject to one amendment.  
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
· Councillors R Tucker, J Brindle, T Smitheman and F Beardsmore declared an interest in relation to all matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 
8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Shareshill Burial Ground
· F Beardsmore reported he had reviewed options with the Vicar and dates for work to be undertaken. 

b)
Meeting with Prison Governor
· Featherstone
-
17th October 2019 – 3.00pm
· Brinsford
-
23rd October 2019 – 3.00pm

· Oakwood
-
24th September 2019 – 4.00pm 

c)
Fingerpost
· J Brindle agreed to collect the Fingerpost Kit from Riverside Joinery in Tamworth and paint the Fingerpost. 
9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
· Disabled Parking Bay outside the Chemist needs to be renewed – Clerk to notify M Keeling. 
· R Barnett reported the large amount of litter on Malayan Way plus waste on Brookhouse Lane, including tyres – F Beardsmore to report.   
10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
· Letter dated 8th August 2019 from J K Beardsmore regarding the condition of the Bollards around the grounds.  Councillors reviewed options.  
· It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (R Tucker) to obtain quotes to install appropriate bollards. 

Resolved:
To obtain quotes to install Bollards around the grounds of the Community Centre. 
· F Beardsmore reported he was obtaining quotes to replace the heating system in the Community Centre.  Referred to Finance.  
· Community Centre Committee Meeting held last week – Notices need to be displayed in Noticeboard. 
· R Barnett enquired about usage of the Community Centre and marketing of availability of the Centre.  R Tucker commented the Centre is under-utilised.      R Barnett commented feedback received was that the main room is too large plus the decor. 
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE ACADEMY GOVERNORS’ REPORT

· J Brindle reported no meeting held this month.  
12)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· No statistics received. 
13)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION
· F Beardsmore reported he had taken photographs of areas needing attention. 
· The Clerk to obtain a Complaints Form. 
14)
REPORT – BRINSFORD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

G Reynolds mentioned the following:-

· Fewer buses using lanes. 
· Street lights and damage to bench.
· Facebook page for Brinsford.

· Quality of Amey grass cutting. 

15)
PLANNING

The following planning matters were discussed in relation to the Local Plan and call for sites:-

· Started twelve years ago with three sites, with inclusion of facilities for Parish. 
· Current developer of the Brinsford College site has given option of Leisure Facilities or one off payment of £90k.

· D Betts commented £90k not sufficient as can only be used for Leisure Facilities.

· R Cope gave a detailed history of the number of houses allocated to the Parish. 

· Football pitch, changing rooms and allotments to be included. 
· R Tucker commented £90k would not be sufficient and in the long term the facilities may become a problem for new residents on the site.  Agreed a Public Meeting should be arranged. 

· T Smitheman said if we accept facilities we have control. 

· Need to clarify as to whether the Parish Council would have the Freehold of the land if Leisure Facilities accepted. 

· G Reynolds mentioned access to the site. 

· F Beardsmore commented as follows:-

· Football pitch – concern is usage.  Players go to Centres – over years number of football leagues have been reduced. 

· Need a Public Meeting. 

· It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (D Betts) and agreed a Public Meeting should be arranged. 
Resolved:
To hold a Public Meeting regarding proposed Leisure Facilities. 
Dates for a Public Meeting were agreed.  The Clerk to produce Flyers for distribution and Notices. 

16)
CORRESPONDENCE

· Staffordshire Police – Scott Moyse – Requested confirmation of Meeting Dates. 

· SSDC – Community Asset Register – Red, White & Blue Public House. 

· It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (T Smitheman) and agreed that the Red, White and Blue Public House is re-listed on the Community Asset Register. 

Resolved:
To request the Red, White and Blue Public House is included on the Community Asset Register. 

· Catherine Care Funday – Saturday, 7th September 2019. 

· SCC – My Staffordshire Newsletter – August 2019. 

· SCC – Bus Service Changes – South Staffordshire – August 2019.

· SSDC – Annual Canvass of Electors. 

· Housing Plus Group – Merger Update. 

· VCSE Locality Forum Minutes – Support Staffordshire. 

· Seisdon Wellbeing (NHS) Workshops – Request more information. 

· SPCA Bulletin. 

· South Staffordshire Council Open Space Study. 

· SSDC – Warmer Homes. 
· South Staffordshire Work Clubs – Email from Val Chapman, Chairman, requesting donation. 

R Cope Declared and Interest.

It was proposed (R Tucker), seconded (J Brindle) that this request for a donation is deferred until 2021. 

Resolved:
To defer this donation request until 2021. 
· SSDC – Local Support and Services for our residents. 

· Michelle Dove – EIGROUP – Site Meeting at Red, White and Blue Public House – 16th August 2019 at 2.00pm. 
· Gavin Williamson M.P. – Email from Jodie Holmes confirming meeting with Heart Housing Association to be arranged.   
· SSDC – Code of Conduct Training. 
· Emails with Laura Richards, Brinsford Prison, to arrange meeting to agree Ground Maintenance in the Parish. 

17)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· Play equipment – Brinsford – J Brindle agreed to obtain the required fittings. 
· To Clerk to enquire with Brinsford Prison regarding the possibility of providing a wooden bench. 
· The Clerk to enquire with Helen Marshall (SSDC) regarding a re-arranged meeting concerning the Mast. 
· J Brindle reported the litter bins on the A460 in the Village are not being emptied.  The Clerk to contact SSDC. 

18)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Twinning. 
19)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· Thursday, 12th September 2019. 
20)
FINANCE MATTERS
a) Donation Request – Featherstone Parent and Toddler Group
· Councillors reviewed this request for a donation towards the cost of a Coach Trip for children. 

· It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (R Barnett) and agreed to donate £250.00 to Featherstone Parent and Toddler Group. 

Resolved:
To donate £250.00 to Featherstone Parent and Toddler Group.
b) Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:-

	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	08/08/19
	003241
	Allied Westminster
	851.47

	08/08/19
	003242
	Veolia
	321.77

	08/08/19
	003243
	Support Staffordshire
	25.00

	08/08/19
	003244
	R Young
	1,000.00

	08/08/19
	003245
	Cancelled
	0.00

	08/08/19
	003246
	C Hill
	355.77

	08/08/19
	003247
	K Parkes
	352.57

	08/08/19
	003248
	K Malpas
	298.37

	08/08/19
	003249
	HMRC (PAYE)
	383.88

	08/08/19
	003250
	FHCC
	30.00

	08/08/19
	003251
	Information Commissioner
	40.00

	08/08/19
	003252
	Featherstone Parent Toddler Group
	250.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£3,908.83


Resolved: 
To issue the above cheques.
c)
Grant Funding – Heating System in the Community Centre
· It was proposed, seconded and agreed enquiries to be made for grant funding and Public Works Loans to assist finance a new Heating System in the Community Centre. 
Resolved:
To make enquiries to obtain funding to be used to replace the Heating System in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 
The Meeting closed at 9.57pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman











______________________
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