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 FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  

held on Thursday 12th June 2014 at 6:30 pm 
in Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone

Present:
F Beardsmore, A Roche, D Hill, T Smitheman, S Paice, J Beardsmore, J Brindle, 

R Tucker, and A Pickering
In Attendance:
County Councillor M Lawrence 

Three Members of the Public


R Young, Clerk to the Council

------------------------------------------------------------

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· Natalie Nichols and Josh Northwood gave details of a Remembrance Night for Steve Millman and Daniel Powell who had lost their lives in a traffic accident and asked if they could put a remembrance plaque on the Muga fence.  The Clerk to notify schools as to why the plaque is installed.  

· H.Lobuczek  asked for an update on the Parish Memorial.  F Beardsmore said the memorial would cost £8,500.00 and the Parish Council is looking for organisations to assist with funding.  

· H.Lobuczek said he wondered if anyone had noticed the Food Bank is in operation and he had not noticed anyone leaving with food donations.  F Beardsmore said the chapel and school were good Foodbanks and that the school only gave out in the village.  

· H.Lobuczek  said we should be passionate regarding the Foodbank scheme.  The Clerk to check regarding the Foodbank scheme in the village.  

1) APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D Betts, R Cope and PCSO G Lloyd.
2) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8TH MAY 2014 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th May 2014 be approved as a true and correct record.
Resolved:

· To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th May 2014 as a true and correct record.  

3)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors F Beardsmore, J Beardsmore, J Brindle, S Smitheman, and R Tucker declared an interest in relation to matters concerning or relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.

4)
POLICE MATTERS

The Parish Clerk reported that PCSO Gareth Lloyd had forwarded a Parish Council Crime Report.  Details as follows: 

· The Clerk circulated to Councillors a copy of the crimes in the area report for the period 9th May 2014 – 10th June 2014 produced by Staffordshire Police.  

Crimes in the Area: 

1. Burglary Dwellings

0 reported incidents

2. Theft of Motor Vehicles and Theft from Motor Vehicles 

0 reported TOMV

2 reported incidents TFMV (1 incident tools stolen from rear of a work van, 1 

incident where front and rear number plates were stolen)

3. Drugs 

0 reported incidents 

4. Violence

1 reported incident (1 incident on Cannock Road, no complaints made) 
5. Anti-Social Behaviour 

7 reported incidents (6 incidents neighbour disputes, 1 incident youth related)

6. RTC 

5 reported incidents (5 incidents on A460 Cannock Road) 

Prison Incidents:
1. Violence 

4 reported incidents (all involving inmates and staff – 2 at Oakwood, 1 at Brinsford, 1 at Featherstone) 

2. Drugs 

2 reported incidents (both visitors trying to take drugs into the prison - 1 at Oakwood, 1 at Brinsford)
Action:
Police / Clerk
5)
MATTERS ARISING

5.1)
Prison Meetings

S Paice declared an interest

· The Clerk to notify Bob Cope that all three prisons in the parish are recruiting staff.  

· Brinsford Prison – R Tucker commented that the prison did not know how many visitors to expect on 14th May 2014 when Councillors visited the prison.  

· Featherstone Prison – the Clerk to contact the Governor’s Secretary regarding a further meeting in August 2014 when the new wing could be reviewed.  

· A Pickering circulated notes of the visit to HMP Oakwood on 9th May 2014.  

5.2)
AED (De-fibrillation Unit) (14th November 2013)
· The Clerk to email D Woodward requesting that the six signs are collected from the Community Centre.  
· The Clerk to also enquire as to when the operation of the speed gun will resume.  Request D Woodward to contact R Tucker and M Nicklin.  
Action:
Clerk
5.3)
Bickfords Site – New Road (8th December 2013)
· New Road – the Chairman reported that with the Clerk they had reviewed this matter with Michael Murphy at SCC Legal Services who had agreed to enquire with the Land Registry regarding ownership. 
· The Clerk said he had received a copy of the property plan for the Bickfords site from SSDC.  D Hill had marked the plan as to where the Bickfords site extends to. The Clerk to forward details to Tracey Richards at SSDC.  
Action:
Chairman / Clerk
5.4)
Brinsford Lodge Site – Road Name (Malaysian Way) (14th June 2014)
D Hill confirmed that Andy Perry from SSDC had said the new name sign would be installed this week.  All Councillors to be invited.  
Action:
D Hill 
5.5)
War Memorial (4th January 2010)

· The Clerk reported details of funding providers contacted.  
· F Beardsmore said a Memorial Group meeting should be held to review the options available concerning funding.  
· T Smitheman to provide the Clerk with a complete drawing.  
· The Clerk to obtain a copy of the registration document from the Land Registry and circulate a copy to Councillors.   
Action:
War Memorial Group
5.6)
Parish Website (13th September 2012)
The Clerk to include on the website contact details for doctors, dentists, opticians and hospital.  
Councillors to consider additional information that could be included on the website.  
Action:
Clerk
5.7)
Community Centre – Energy Report (15th August 2013)
The matter of quotes for the thermostatic control for the cooler was ongoing.  
Action:
J Beardsmore
5.8)
Village Green (10th January 2013)
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, and the Clerk gave details of a meeting with M Murphy at SCC Legal Services mentioning the following:

· Reviewed transfer document received from the Ministry of Justice.  M Murphy highlighted 12 queries.  

· Amended  map supplied as wrong land highlighted.  

· F Beardsmore confirmed to M Murphy that a budget of £750.00 was agreed for legal costs.  

Action: Clerk and Chairman
5.9)
“Slow Down in our Community” Stickers (13th February 2014)
J Beardsmore agreed to ask Gareth Lloyd if he could obtain “Slow Down in our Community” stickers.  
Action: J Beardsmore 
5.10)
Red, White and Blue – Land to the Rear (13th March 2014)
· John Storey at Enterprise Inns had replied “fully aware of the history of the site and can confirm once again that we would not wish to create any letting, occupation or use here that is not part of our main business”. 
· The Clerk reported that David Pattison at SSDC had replied regarding an “Article4Direction”.  F Beardsmore and R Young to visit D Pattison to review the legal matters.  
5.11)
Oak Tree Caravan Site in Parish
The Clerk gave details of an email received from Lucy MacDonald which read as follows:

“I visited the site last week.  The site is split into effectively four sites.  The original site is a mix of permanent and transit pitches.  There is no breach in terms of numbers there.  To the rear of the original site planning permission was granted on appeal for 8(?) pitches – a pitch has a legal definition.  There is no breach there at present in terms of numbers.  

Sandwiched between the oak tree site and the St James site is the non-traveller, permanent residential site.  There is no breach in terms of numbers.  

The St James site is for gypsy / travellers only and is restricted to 9 vans.  There is no breach there in terms of numbers.  The original green static type caravans have been removed recently and replaced with touring type caravans.  The planning permission granted on appeal does not specify the type of caravans just the number.  
However, there may be an issue with the caravans parked on the car park, adjacent to the St James site, which Mrs Lee, the owner has stated that there is consent for a transit site.  I do not recall that this is the case and need to check this out.  This is the only suspected breach in terms of numbers in this locality.  

The Clerk to request the following:

· Request copy of appeal decision. 

· Update regarding issues concerning the car park.  

· Regarding the three sites could you confirm how many are actually gypsy caravan owners.  
5.12)
St Mary’s Churchyard
F Beardsmore reported a meeting had been arranged for 21st June 2014 to review churchyard matters.  

5.13)
Parish Council Sports Cage - Accident 
The Clerk reported that insurers had been notified and given details of the claimant.   


5.14)
Featherstone Play Area
Paul Buck of Inspace Systems Limited had inspected the rocker and said he could not comment other than the rocker could last 6 days or 6 years; but was not a risk as seen.  Quoted a replacement rocker would cost £795.00. 


5.15)
34 Olde Hall Road

The Clerk to obtain the reference number for the enforcement action taken.
Action:
Clerk
5.16)
Brinsford Footpaths 
M Keeling in an email dated 16th May 2014 confirmed that the Network Management Team carry out inspections following utility work.  M Lawrence to review this matter.
Action:
M Lawrence
5.17)
Litter Pickers 
J Brindle, R Tucker and F Beardsmore to meet the Litter Pickers in one month to review how matters are proceeding.  Maximum weight operation of 25 Kg.  The Clerk to review the draft contract of employment obtained.    

Action:
Litter Supervision Group, Clerk
5.18)
Declaration of Trust 
J Beardsmore to circulate copies.   

Action:
J Beardsmore
5.19)
Featherstone Parent and Toddler Group
The donation request is ongoing.  
Action:
F Beardsmore
5.20)
Featherstone Four Seasons Local Community Group
F Beardsmore reported a follow up meeting was to be held on 16th June 2014.  

Action:
F Beardsmore
6)
HIGHWAY MATTERS

· Footpath from the prison to Paradise Lane (13th February 2014)
Still outstanding and ongoing.  

Action:
M Keeling
· Brookhouse Lane Ponding (19th September 2013)
R Tucker reported some repairs had been carried out but did not appear to be good quality.  M Lawrence agreed to look into the matter of poor quality repairs.  

Action:
M Lawrence 

· A460 / The Avenue – Provision of Traffic Island (14th November 2013) 
The Clerk circulated to Councillors a copy of the poster produced.  

The Clerk to circulate a copy of the poster and petition form to Councillors.  

Action:
Councillors and Clerk

· Path running parallel to M54 from the bottom of Brookhouse Lane (14th November 2013) 
To be cleared / cleaned by Neighbourhood Highway Team. 

Action:
Neighbourhood Highway Team  

· New Road – Introduction of 40 MPH Limit (14th November 2013) and Featherstone Lane – Blocking off Lane (13th February 2013) 
These matters were ongoing – priority for New Road speed limit.  

S Paice commented under the Freedom of Information Act that the Parish Council could request details of how priority is fixed.  

Action:
SCC Highways  
· Highway Drainage – Hilton Road / The Avenue (13th February 2014) 
F Beardsmore understands the problem but M Keeling’s comments are not appropriate, especially as the repair on New Road was actioned so quickly. 

Email from M Keeling and reply from the Clerk:

Email from M Keeling:

As Cheryl has mentioned below before she went on leave we both attended site and considered a plan of action. 

I have suggested abandoning the current drainage route as it seems it has been damaged / blocked by two individual residents on The Avenue.  Working to try and clear and gain access to the properties in question will take months of negotiation and we do not have the resources to do this. 

We believe we can tap onto another storm drain which is across the road on Hilton Road and travels in the direction of Brookhouse Lane.  

In the first instance we have a blocked gully in the last car parking space almost opposite the current problem gully.  We have arranged a dig down team to dig in the verge to clear a blocked pipe and look at the potential for an additional connection.  

This initial phase has been booked on the system under ref. W3-14249031, whilst we have carried out the investigation on behalf of our operations teams I believe that offering timescales for this type of work at the moment, considering the recent weather we are experiencing, is likely to cause more frustration and anxiety as we unfortunately cannot always meet the high demand with limited resources.  

As soon as I have anything further I will come back to you. 

Reply by R Young: 
Councillors have reviewed your email and I must confirm their disappointment.  There is a major credibility issue for SCC Highways, County Councillors and the Parish Council because this drainage problem has now been outstanding for nearly six months and Councillors and parishioners still do not know when action will be taken to undertake the required repairs.  There is a Health and Safety issue for parents and children with the flooding being in close proximity to the school and some would say that if this problem had occurred in other areas of the district it would have been repaired some time ago.  Parish Councillors need a date when the work will be started because parishioners want to know especially as this drainage issue has been outstanding for months and to withhold estimated timescales causes more frustration and anxiety.  If resources within SCC Highways are so depleted as you suggest then decision takers need to be put in the picture as to how members of the public are losing confidence in Staffordshire County Council’s capability to undertake their responsibilities.  Could you please advise the Parish Council within the next seven days as to when the rectification work will be started as the Parish Council’s only recourse will be to inform the SCC Chief Executive, Gavin Williamson, MP, Local TV and Press and the Health and Safety Executive of the current situation.  
M Lawrence said he was aware of six areas that flood in his division with 40% less funding.  D Hill commented he had been informed that the work would be completed by August 2014.
Action:
SCC Highways 

· Brookhouse Lane – Unofficial Lay-by (13th March 2014) 
The Clerk to request J Littleton, SSDC, to contact M Keeling, SCC.  

Action:
Clerk 

· Hedge Removal – East Road (9th January 2014) 
S Dores confirmed that he had sent an email to R Cope requesting details of the landowner / tenant.  

· Declaration Lane off M54 to A460 (10th April 2014) 
The Clerk gave details of the plan options and original letter dated 21st June 2013 reference CDY1012/DMB-210613 received from Damon Brown, Project Engineer at Staffordshire County Council.  

7)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
J Beardsmore reported the following: 

· No spreadsheet available this month.  

· Damage to roof and window.  

· Community Centre Committee not happy with ground maintenance which will discourage bookings.  

F Beardsmore commented the Four Seasons Group had raised the state of the ground maintenance.  

· Community Payback stopped attending.  

· D Hill said need to confirm to Andy Cousins at SSDC requesting the grass is cut before 29th June 2014.  

· It was agreed the F Beardsmore could take the Chairman’s action to have the ground maintenance work carried out.  

· Schneider Electrical – quotation received for repair work.  The Clerk to ask AFTECK Electronics for a quotation. 

8)
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ REPORT
Report from Caroline Jobling mentioned the following: 

· Plan to convert to Academy on 1st July 2014 sponsored by Wolverhampton University.  This change is by choice.  

· Two issues of concern:

i) Planning permission being sought for a public right of way / cycle path along the boundary of the school field.

ii) Transfer of the children’s centre back to the Local Authority.  

M Lawrence said the staff member involved is employed by the County Council but will telephone Caroline Jobling to discuss both issues.  

Action:
M Lawrence 

9)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS


Sam Bate confirmed the following: 

· Twenty six responses during May 2014. 

· Will collect new car at the end of the month and will sort out terrifix and radio.  

10)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· D Hill reported that the residents at 1 East Road will be offered an alternative property.  

· Still problems with the hedge cutting at the chapel  F Beardsmore said need to ask Trevor Nichols for the Deeds.

· Blue Lane needs to be included on the Housing Association grass cutting schedule.  

· Blue Alley needs tidying and weeding.  

· 29 Old Hall Road needs attention.  

11)
PLANNING
a) Planning Applications Approved 
i) 14/00220/VAR

Variation of condition five 10/00604/204 to allow opening 7 days a week from 12:00 noon to 12:00 midnight

Featherstone Pizza, 22A The Avenue, Featherstone 

J Brindle Declared an Interest and did not vote


It was proposed, seconded and agreed that there is a trial period of twelve months.  

Resolved:

· To request a trial period of 12 months for the change in hours.  

Action:
Clerk 

12)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT


County Councillor M Lawrence mentioned the following: 

· Phase 2 of library review will commence soon.  Consultation period – decision in the New Year.  

Mobile libraries will not change.  

· Overpsend of budget of £8M. 

13)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

a) District Councillor F Beardsmore
District Councillor F Beardsmore reported the following: 

· Meeting at Hilton Marsh last week.  Some work undertaken now seeking funding.  Plans / proposals will be sent to the Parish Council.  

14)
CORRESPONDENCE

The incoming and outgoing post had been noted.

	R Cope
	Copy email regarding telephone price increases and BT business complete 

	Susan Graham, Secretary, Brinsford Community Association
	Confirmed that Barry Pickering was unanimously voted Chairman of Brinsford Community Association 

	SSDC
	Civic Sunday, 22nd June 2014 – invitation to the Parish Council Chairman 

	SSDC
	S Turner – Notice of Overview and Scrutiny Committee, 10th June 2014 


	SSDC
	S Turner – Notice of Regulatory Committee, 17th June 2014 

	Gavin Williamson, MP
	Newsletter, May 2014 

	South Staffs Work Club
	Information sheet 


15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· Natalie Nichols and Josh Northwood

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that a memorial plaque could be attached to the outside of the cage fence.  

Resolved:

· A memorial plaque be attached to the outside of the cage fence.  

D Hill suggested a memorial evening.  
· F Beardsmore gave details of costings obtained for flower baskets and flowers for planters (including the chapel).  

Chapel flowers 
£150.00 

Plus to plant flowers
£  50.00 

Basket flowers only
£  15.00 

Basket incl flowers
£  20.00 

Planters



Featherstone
2


Brinsford
2


Chapel

3 

S Paice mentioned that the prison may be able to produce the baskets.  

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that Chairman’s Action could be taken on this subject.

Resolved:

· Chairman’s Action was agreed regarding hanging baskets and flowers for planters.  

· The Clerk to write to the householders at 28 Old Hall Road and request they cut back the hedge which is overhanging the path.  

16)
JACK GREENAWAY – 100TH BIRTHDAY 

· Deferred until the July 2014 Parish Council meeting.  

17)
PATHWAYS ON OAKS DRIVE 

· The Clerk to report the condition of the pathway in the vicinity of 31 Oaks Drive to Steve Paice.  

18)
DECLARATION OF TRUST 

· This matter was put in abeyance.  

19)
PRISON GROUP 

· It was agreed a prison group should be formed to visit local prisons.  

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that Councillors A Pickering, R Tucker, Frank Beardsmore, and D Betts join the prison group.  

Resolved:

· A prison group consisting of F Beardsmore, A Pickering, D Betts and R Tucker was agreed.  

20)
BUS SERVICE TO BRINSFORD 

· Red bus No 67 service is subsidised and heavily used by senior citizens.  Bus keeps breaking down and not reliable.  The Clerk to notify M Lawrence.  

21)
GRASS CUTTING – OAKS DRIVE, BRINSFORD 

· A Pickering said the grass cutting on Oaks Drive is not being done to a good standard.  S Paice  gave details of work to be undertaken and commitment to undertake community work.  

Action:
S Paice 

22)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

· J Brindle mentioned the use of weed killer around the chapel – options reviewed.  

· The Clerk to contact SCC Highways requesting that the verges on Oaks Drive are sprayed with weed killer.  

Action:
Clerk 

· S Paice mentioned that prisoners leaving prison are being directed to shops and the bus service.  

· D Hill mentioned that a sign was being purchased for Brinsford and asked if the sign could be purchased through the Parish Council.  This was agreed. 

· T Smitheman asked if details of when the mobile library is in Featherstone could be obtained and details included on the website and noticeboard. 

Action:
Clerk 

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
23)
FINANCIAL MATTERS
a)
Invoices for Payment
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:

	Date
	Cheque No
	Payee
	£

	12.06.14
	002297
	Fazeley Signs
	97.20

	12.06.14
	002298
	R Young (Expenses)
	85.00

	12.06.14
	002299
	R Edmunds 
	214.63

	12.06.14
	002300
	Colin Hill 
	273.43

	12.06.14
	002301
	Craig Lloyd
	273.43

	12.06.14
	002302
	R Young (Litter Equipment)
	71.20

	12.06.14
	002303
	HMRC (PAYE)
	176.07

	12.06.14
	002304
	Towergate Insurance 
	2,919.88

	12.06.14
	002305
	R Young
	975.52

	12.06.14
	002306
	Veolia
	277.44

	12.06.14
	002307
	British Telecom
	65.40

	12.06.14
	002308
	FHCC
	30.00

	12.06.14
	002309
	F Beardsmore (Expenses)
	15.96

	
	
	TOTAL
	£5,475.16


Resolved:

· To issue the above cheques.

b)
Cashflow Schedule
The Clerk circulated to Councillors a copy of the cashflow schedule as at 31st May 2014.    

c)
Donation Request – Derek Ridgway (Karate)
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, gave details of a donation request for £500.00 to purchase punch and kick pads for children.  Councillors reviewed the numbers attending karate sessions.  It was proposed, seconded and agreed that £250.00 should be donated which would be increased to £500.00 if the group paint a section of fence near the Community Centre.  

Resolved:

· To donate £250.00 or £500.00 if fence painting is undertaken.  

Clerk to notify D Ridgway.  

The Chairman of the meeting, Councillor F Beardsmore, thanked all those present for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9:30 pm.
F Beardsmore
Chairman of the Parish Council
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