[image: image1.jpg]FEATHERITONZ AND SRINSFORD
7R Jr/ CQUI\/C/!/





Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
Held on Thursday 9th April 2015 at 7.00 pm in

Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone.

Present:
F Beardsmore, T Smitheman, J Beardsmore, J Brindle, D Betts, and 
A Pickering.

Also present:
One member of the Public



District Councillor, R Cope



R Young – Clerk to the Council

___________________________________

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Susan Graham introduced herself to Councillors, confirming she planned to be nominated for the coming Parish Elections.  

1)
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A Roche.  

2)
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12TH MARCH 2015 


It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th March 2015 be approved as a true and correct record. 


Resolved:

· To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th March 2015.

3)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST


Councillors F Beardsmore, J Brindle, T Smitheman and J Beardsmore declared an interest in relation to matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.
4)
POLICE MATTERS

· A Pickering commented that PCSO Griffiths was making a good effort in the Parish.
· PCSO 23051 Mark Griffiths and PC4843 Paul Anderson forwarded the details below:-
Crimes in the area 12th March 2015-9th April 2015

Burglary of dwellings

-
2

Burglary other


-
0


Theft of motor vehicle

-
0

Violence


-
0

Drug incidents


-
0

Anti-social behaviour

-
4

Road traffic collisions

-
1

There has been a travellers’ site by the prisons on Cat and Kittens Lane, however, they are due to be off the site by 9th April 2015. 

5)
MATTERS ARISING


5.1)
Bickfords Site

· Tracey Richards (SSDC) had confirmed to the Clerk that matters relating to the Valuation Office Agency were ongoing.  

· F Beardsmore reported the site owners had until 20th April 2015 to submit a Planning Application regarding the site usage.  

Action:  Tracey Richards/Valuation Office

5.2)
War Memorial (4th January 2010)
· Andy Perry (SSDC) confirmed the new road name signs had been received but installation had been delayed due to staff dealing with waste deposited in the District.  The Parish Council to arrange re-siting of the litter bin.  
Action:  A Perry (SSDC)/Parish Council

5.3)
Community Centre – Energy Report (15th August 2013)

· The Clerk to enquire with SCC whether the funding available could be used for low energy light bulbs.  
Action:  Clerk

5.4)
Village Green (10th January 2013)

· The Clerk reported he had confirmed to Martin Coates at the Ministry of Justice that the Parish Council wished to proceed with the original land transfer.  Also confirmed to M Murphy at SCC Legal to progress legal matters.
Action:  M Coates MOJ/M Murphy SCC Legal

5.5)
Litter Pickers

· The Clerk to produce Contracts of Employment for distribution.

Action:   Clerk

5.6)     Declaration of Trust
           This matter was ongoing. 

5.7)
41,The Avenue,Featherstone
· Leann Knox at SSHA confirmed she had passed the matter of the hedge needing to be cut back to Mark Howles for action.  

Action:  Mark Howles (SSHA)
5.8)
Highway Repairs

· Brookhouse Lane Ponding – M Keeling confirmed on repair list. 

· Brookhouse Lane drains – M Keeling confirmed on clearance list.  

· Sign by the bridge on Cat and Kitten Lane pointing towards prison instead of Brookhouse Lane – M Keeling requested re-alignment – outstanding. 

· Brookhouse Lane – potholes need repair.  M Lawrence had previously mentioned road surfaces at this location difficult to repair.  Clerk to report again. 

· Cat and Kitten Lane to Brookhouse Lane to junction with Malayan Way – requested survey of road surface – Highway reference 4011793 – outstanding. 

· Malayan Way – Featherstone Lane – potholes – Highway reference 4011795 – outstanding. 

· Potholes entrance to Oaks Drive off East Road, Brinsford – Highway reference 4011796 – outstanding. 

· Street light on New Road outside St James Park  reported - Highway reference 15241795.
· Street light opposite junction of East Road/Oaks Drive.  Clerk reported.  Highway reference 15241796.

· Car Transporters using village roads on route to Cat and Kitten Lane site.  

· Clerk notified D Pattison (SSDC) of change of use. 

· M Keeling (SCC Highways) stated the car transporters can enter a weight limit zone if they are accessing a site.  Weight limits are to prevent through traffic. 

· Lucy Macdonald at SSDC is looking into the planning history of the site having already made a site visit.  

· Testing Station at Brinsford being used as a Driver Testing Station.  County Councillor, M Lawrence, commented driving is under supervision and at safe speeds.  The Clerk reported he had contacted the Area Manager of the Testing Station who had agreed to display a notice in the Test Station requesting driving instructors not to use The Avenue/Brookhouse Lane.  He confirmed the test route does not use these roads.  

· Neighbourhood Highway Team – The Clerk to request the following:-

· Clear branches/rubbish Old Lane to Doctors’ Surgery past Community Centre. 

· M54 slip road to A460 – litter/branches.

· Footpath Featherstone Farm to Brinsford – trim edge of path. 

6.
HIGHWAY MATTERS


No additional matters were reported. 

7.
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE


J Beardsmore commented as follows:-

· Accounts available in due course. 

· Letter to be sent to Anna Bissell (Strawberry Poppets) for 50% quoted amount for internal changes. 

· The Clerk to request Viking Electric to attend to outside lighting. 
· Thermostat Control – T J Supplies quoted £2545.00 for new unit but stated existing unit working and no need to replace. 

8.
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ REPORT


J Brindle reported the following:-

· Very good meeting of Governors recently – school to issue new information and policies for school. 

· Risk of good teachers leaving to go to other schools and gain promotion.  

· F Beardsmore commented the school was working very well.
· Plaques to be presented on 1st May 2015 at 2.00 pm.

9.
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS


The Clerk reported that S Bate had confirmed that Featherstone First Responders had attended 20 incidents in the last month.  

10.
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· 1 East Road – J Brindle reported he had given details and sent photographs to Leann Knox. 
· 20 Olde Hall Road – L Knox had replied that the Housing Association could not police parking at this location.  F Beardsmore said he would take up the matter with PCSO Griffiths.  

· Brinsford Park Fencing – L Knox stated that the Housing Association do not own this play area and are not responsible for the fencing.  The Clerk to arrange a site visit with L Knox.  F Beardsmore to attend.  

· No 1 North Crescent – cannot definitely identify who is responsible for hedge.  A Cousins has quoted £185 per cut of hedge.  The Parish Council to obtain another quote.  The Clerk to enquire with SSHA (L Knox) if they will contribute 50% towards the cost with the Parish Council.  

11.
PLANNING

· No applications reported. 
12.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

· No matters were reported. 

13.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT


a)
F Beardsmore
· F Beardsmore commented as follows:-

· Meeting with Gavin Williamson, MP, R Cope and Highway Agency Director.  Yellow marking to be renewed on slip road off M54 to A460 traffic island.  Details to be requested in April 2015 of proposals to improve slip road on to A460 island.  
· Will request District Council to litter pick traffic island (M54/A460 island) and slip roads. 
· Gave details of funding from Government to South Staffordshire District Council.  
· All aspects of District Council to be reviewed in an effort to reduce costs and generate income.  Various services to be offered.  Pest Control to be shared with Stafford and Lichfield.  
   
   b)         R Cope

· R Cope commented as follows:-
· New Homes Bonus Scheme Funds may be reviewed after the election.

· St James Caravan Park – application to retain additional caravans refused by District Council.

14.
CORRESPONDENCE

· Tracey Richards (SSDC) – explanation of precept increase of 1% and Band D property increase of 3.2%.

· RPS – Brookhouse Lane Development. 

· SSDC  - Election of Councillors plus Notice of Election.

· SSDC – Nomination Register.

· CCS – Request for membership. 

· Post Office – Featherstone Post Office – Changes to your Post Office. 

· SSDC  - Special Council Meeting 14th April 2015.

· SPCA Bulletin – 9th April 2015. 

· SPCA -  Subscription request. 

· SPCA  - Gazette Spring 2015.

15.
PARISH MAINTENANCE

· Notice boards – the Clerk gave details of quotes obtained to date.  The Clerk to enquire with Featherstone Prison and Oakwood Prison as to whether they could make a Noticeboard.  
· Security lights at Bickfords site – C Makeham at SCC Highways suggested direct contact regarding the glare from the security lights.  
· Defibrillator – T Smitheman to contact Dawn Woodward regarding opinion regarding the provision of a telephone and additional directional signs. 
· Featherstone Prison – Clerk to enquire whether slabs between 11-12 Oaks Drive could be levelled.  Also notify D Pattison requesting Safety Officer at S.S.D.C. inspects as consider slabs to be a  serious trip hazard.
· Tree roots coming through tarmac by The Chapel – Councillors to review for next Parish Council meeting. 

· Three trees leaning over between Post Office and Red, White and Blue Public House.  The Clerk to write to occupant of 16 Cannock Road.

· Councillors to review tree roots lifting path by house near to the Community Centre.

· 19 Widgeon Grove – trees and roots to be removed and replaced with turf, as agreed. 

· Bench and two planters donated by Oakwood Prison – F Beardsmore to contact  handyman regarding installation and varnish.  

16)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

· Oakwood Prison incident last year – the Clerk to contact prison regarding their suggestion of a meeting to discuss issues.  F Beardsmore, R Cope, D Betts, J Brindle and R Tucker to attend.  

· Brinsford – field at back of Centre now being used by gypsies for a trotting track.  The Clerk to notify the Governor of Featherstone Prison of this activity as  residents including children feel vulnerable.  

· M54 - Cars racing from junction 1 to junction 2 and back.  Meet once a month.  Noise incredible plus risk of serious accident.  Notify Geoff Knight at Staffordshire Police.

· RPS Planning – Brookhouse Lane Development.  The Clerk to confirm that the Parish Council are disappointed with the two additions included in the letter. 

· A Pickering confirmed she would not be standing at the next election.  The Chairman, F Beardsmore, thanked Angela Pickering for all the work undertaken for the Parish during her term of office.  

17)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· No items were mentioned.
PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
18)
FINANCIAL MATTERS


a)
Invoices for payment


It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:-

	Date
	Cheque No
	Payee
	£

	
	
	
	

	09.04.15
	002522
	SSCAB – Donation
	25.00

	09.04.15
	002523
	CCS – Membership
	40.00

	09.04.15
	002524
	Veolia Environmental
	310.39

	09.04.15
	002525
	Khoo Systems
	24.00

	09.04.15
	002526
	SPCA – subscription
	500.00

	09.04.15
	002527
	Sage (R Young)
	162.00

	09.04.15
	002528
	R Edmunds (Gross 281.66)
	225.46

	09.04.15
	002529
	C Hill (Gross 281.66)
	281.66

	09.04.15
	002530
	C Lloyd (Gross 281.66)
	281.66

	09.04.15
	002531
	R Young (Gross 1045.00)
	949.60

	09.04.15
	002532
	HMRC (Paye)
	202.38

	09.04.15
	002533
	R Young – expenses
	85.00

	09.04.15
	002534
	FHCC
	35.00

	09.04.15
	002535
	Donation
	200.00

	09.04.15
	002536
	Cheslyn Hay School
	250.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£3572.15


Resolved:

· To issue the above cheques. 

b)
Annual Return 2014/15
· The Clerk gave details of the receipts and payments for the year ending 31st March 2015. 

· It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Chairman and Clerk should sign the Annual Return for 2014/15. 

Resolved:

· That the Chairman and Clerk should sign the Annual Return for 2014/15. 

c)
33 Blue Lane, Featherstone

· District Councillors, F Beardsmore and R Cope, confirmed they would take up the issues regarding this property with D Pattison at South Staffordshire District Council. 
19)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

· Thursday 14th May 2015.  
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, thanked everyone present for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9.40 pm. 

F Beardsmore

Chairman
A full set of minutes is available for inspection at the Community Centre
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