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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

held on Thursday 8th May 2014 at 7:48pm 

in the Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone

Present:

F Beardsmore, A Roche, D Hill, T Smitheman, M Nicklin, S Paice, 



J Beardsmore, J Brindle, R Tucker, D Betts and A Pickering

In Attendance:

County Councillor M Lawrence



District Councillor R Cope



Six Members of the Public



R Young, Clerk to the Council

------------------------------------------------------------

1) APPOINTMENT OF PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN

It was proposed (D Hill), seconded (A Pickering) and agreed that F Beardsmore be appointed Chairman of the Parish Council for the coming year. 

Resolved:

· That F Beardsmore be appointed Chairman of the Parish Council for the coming year.
2) APPOINTMENT OF PARISH COUNCIL VICE-CHAIRMAN 

It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (D Hill) and agreed that R Tucker be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the coming year.  

Resolved:

· That R Tucker be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the coming year.  

3)
APPOINTMENT TO COUNCIL COMMITTEES

a)
School Governors

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that J Brindle and M Griffiths be appointed School Governor for the coming year.   

Resolved:

· That J Brindle and M Griffiths should be appointed Parish Council School Governors for the coming year. 

b)
War Memorial Group

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that F Beardsmore, T Smitheman, R Tucker and J Brindle be appointed to the War Memorial Group for the coming year. 

Resolved:

· That F Beardsmore, T Smitheman, R Tucker and J Brindle be appointed to the War Memorial Group for the coming year. 

4)
APPOINTMENT TO COMMUNITY CENTRE 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that Councillors J Brindle, F Beardsmore, R Tucker and T Smitheman be appointed to serve on the Community Centre Management Committee. 

Resolved:

· That J Brindle, F Beardsmore, R Tucker and T Smitheman be appointed to serve on the Community Centre Management Committee. 

5)
PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY


It was proposed, seconded and agreed that Steve Paice be co-opted as a Parish Councillor on Featherstone and Brinsford Parish Council. 

Resolved:

· That Steve Paice be co-opted as a Parish Councillor on Featherstone and Brinsford Parish Council. 

6)
POLICE MATTERS


PCSO Gareth Lloyd circulated details of crimes in the Parish from 10/4/14 – 8/5/14 as follows:-



Burglary Dwellings

Nil



Theft of Motor Vehicle

Nil



Theft from Motor Vehicle
 1



Drugs



Nil



Violence


 2



Anti-Social Behaviour

 6



Road Traffic Incidents

 4



Prison Incidents – Violence
 4
Oakwood
2








Brinsford
2


PCSO Gareth Lloyd confirmed the following:-

· P.C. Stuart Maybury-Maiden reviewing Car Boots.

· No incidents reported at Old Brinsford site. 

· Parking tickets can only be issued if Parking Cones have “Police” on their surface. 

· The Clerk to write to the Police Commissioner supporting the use of Police Cones. 

M Lawrence said that the Police Commissioner, M Ellis, to give authority for 

PCSO’s to deal with traffic issues. 

F Beardsmore said it was planned a Police Post would be established at the Community Centre.  PCSO Lloyd said the Post would not be totally manned but Officers will be in the area and will increase police presence. 

· The Clerk reported that Sgt. Tim Heap had stated that once M Quinn and 


H Marshall have security clearance, then the production of monthly crime statistics will resume. 

7)
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10TH APRIL 2014


It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th April 2014 subject to the following amendments:-

· Include J Brindle as being present. 

· 5.16 – Delete “J Brindle Declared an Interest”. 

· 10. Report – SSHA  Delete P Westwood (paragraph 3).

· 10. Report – SSHA Delete “Visited 1, East Load”. 

Resolved:

· To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th April 2014 subject to the above amendments. 

8)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST


Councillors F Beardsmore, J Beardsmore, J Brindle, T Smitheman and R Tucker declared an interest in relation to matters concerning or relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 

9)
MATTERS ARISING


9.1)
Prison Meeting



S Paice Declared an Interest



Councillors agreed attendance at the following prison meetings:-

·  Oakwood Prison 
-
9th May 2014, 12:45pm

Attendees:  D Betts, A Pickering, A Roche, F Beardsmore and R Cope

· Brinsford Prison 
-
14th May 2014, 4:00pm

Attendees:  R Tucker, D Betts, A Pickering, T Smitheman and F Beardsmore

· Featherstone Prison
-
16th May 2014, 2:00pm 

Attendees:  F Beardsmore, A Pickering, R Tucker and D Betts

It was agreed Prison Group should be included on the Agenda for the next Parish Council Meeting. 

9.2)
AED (De-fibrillation Unit)  14th November 2013

The Clerk reported he had ordered six signs as detailed by D Woodward.  
9.3)
Bickfords Site – New Road (8th December 2011)

· New Road - The Clerk confirmed he had mentioned to M Murphy at SCC that the Lane in question may have been in the ownership of SCC and that the meeting with M Murphy had been re-arranged.  
· The Clerk reported that Tracey Richards, Business Rates Manager at SSDC had requested a copy of the map/plan used by the Valuation Office to determine the rateable value of the F.W. Bickford site.   
9.4)
Brinsford Lodge Site – Road Name (Malaysian Way 14th June 2012)

Debi Round at SSDC confirmed that Andy Perry was organising the new name sign.  
9.5)
War Memorial (4th January 2010)

The War Memorial Group reported the following:- 

·  14-16 week installation period. 
·  Revised quote for agreed design £8,500 + VAT.
·  The Clerk reported that Planning Permission was not needed if the War Memorial was less than 4 metres in height. 
·  The Clerk confirmed a Certificate of Lawfulness would be needed from SSDC.
·  J Brindle said that once deeds/legal documents received for the War Memorial land, he will write to local businesses requesting donations for the Memorial.
9.6)
Parish Website (13th September 2012)

· Clerk to be informed of any contact details or links to be included on Website. 
· D Hill – Notice required on Website regarding prosecution for Fly Tipping. 
9.7)
Community Centre – Energy Report (15th August 2013)

· M Nicklin to assist obtaining two additional quotes for a thermostatic control for the cooler in the Community Centre.  
9.8)
Village Green (10th January 2013)


The Clerk reported there had been a lack of progress due to the Ministry of Justice’s solicitors not being able to obtain information from the Ministry of Justice.  

 
The Clerk to request assistance from Gavin Williamson, M.P.  

9.9)
“Slow Down in our Community” Stickers (13th February 2014) 


The Clerk to contact Staffordshire Police for a supply of “Slow Down in our Community” stickers.  

9.10)
Brinsford Lodge Site (10th April 2014 )

F Beardsmore commented that the Presentation made on 30th April 2014 had been informative.  

9.11)
Front Gardens of 37 and 39 North Crescent (13th March 2014)


The Clerk to enquire with J Littleton at SSDC regarding the current situation. 

9.12)
Red, White and Blue – Land to the Rear (13th March 2014)
The Clerk reported that John Storey at Enterprise Inns had stated there are no current plans for the land but it is held for future development.   

R Cope advised the Clerk to seek advice from David Pattinson at SSDC as to whether the land could be listed “Article Four Direction”.  Also said that Enterprise Inns are considering the classification of the land as a Community Asset. 

The Clerk to ask John Storey at Enterprise Inns to review previous planning applications. 

10)
HIGHWAY MATTERS

· Footpath from the prison to Paradise Lane (13th February 2014)  
This matter was still ongoing. 
Action:
C Makeham
· Brookhouse Lane Ponding (19th September 2013) 
R Tucker reported some repairs had been carried out but did not appear to be good quality.  M Lawrence agreed to take up the matter of poor quality repairs.  
Action:
M Lawrence

· A460 / The Avenue – Provision of Traffic Island (14th November 2013).  
The Clerk confirmed he had provided petition forms and clipboards.  F Beardsmore said the petition forms will be put in the shops.  D Hill commented that Wayne Stewart would volunteer to take the petition around the Parish.  M Lawrence agreed to present the completed petitions to full Council.  The Clerk to produce a Poster and include details on the Website.  

 
R Cope commented there was an accumulated impact of traffic from quarries and the waste incinerator.  Need to ask questions regarding traffic volumes.  Phil Spruce at SCC Highways looking at problem. 

Action: F Beardsmore, M Lawrence
· Path running parallel to M54 from the bottom of Brookhouse Lane (14th November 2013).  C Makeham had confirmed the Neighbourhood Highway Team would be in the Parish for 5 days from 10th June 2014.
Action:
SCC Highways 
· Grit Bins (14th November 2013) – J Brindle to install the grit bins purchased.  
Action:
J Brindle 
· New Road – Introduction of 40mph speed limit (14th November 2013) and Featherstone Lane – Blocking off Lane (13th February 2014). 
M Lawrence said it would be possible to have one of these projects completed this year and that the Parish Council must decide on priority.  M Lawrence commented after Christmas, if funds are available, may be able to do both projects and that details would need to be advertised.  F Beardsmore commented that Featherstone Lane would need to be gated.  The Chariman, F Beardsmore proposed that Councillors need to vote for which project should have priority. 

New Road Speed Limit – Seven For

Gated Featherstone Lane – Two For

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that a New Road Speed Limit should be the priority. 
Resolved:

· That a New Road Speed Limit should be given priority.  

· Hedge Removal – East Road (9th January 2014).  The Clerk reported he had spoken to Steve Dores at SSDC who confirmed he had still to contact Bob Cope regarding the land tenants.  
Action:
S Dores
· Deceleration Lane off M54 to A460 (10th April 2014).  The Clerk to forward contact details from original notice to M Lawrence.  
Action:
M Lawrence
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

J Beardsmore reported the following:-

· No spreadsheet available this month. 

· Outside lights repaired by Viking Electrical. 

· Control panel faulty – one zone needs repairing. 

M Nicklin said he was concerned that there was no stock value inclusion on the spreadsheet.  J Beardsmore commented there was a stocktake every two months. 

F Beardsmore commented he was meeting with different builders to obtain quotes from builders.  

It was agreed that A Burton be given a Letter of Authority to review energy costs.  

J Brindle declared an interest.  

12)
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ REPORT

J Brindle reported there was a meeting last night (7th May 2014) when Sub-Committees were agreed.  Also confirmed the school name is to be changed to Featherstone Academy.  T Smitheman asked why a feather had been included on the Featherstone Academy symbol.    

The Clerk to include details on the Parish Council website with a link to the school site.  

13)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS


M Nicklin requested the Parish Clerk to contact S Bate one week before each Parish Council meeting to request an update.  

Action:
Clerk
14)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· D Hill and F Beardsmore confirmed they had a meeting arranged with the Housing Association on 9th May 2014 at 2.00pm at 1, East Road, Brinsford. 

· D Hill gave details of material being left in garages with the expectation that the Housing Association would arrange removal.

15)
PLANNING

a) F W Bickfords Appeal 
District Councillor R Cope gave a detailed update mentioning the following:-

· J Bickford had said that they had a farm house on the site and the foundations can still be seen. 

· Already have permission for a security building. 

· Containers on New Road site which is not the core business.  May intend to put more containers on site. 

· Will take 6-8 weeks for Inspector to come to a decision. 

b) Caravan Sites

· D Hill said should only be static vans on the St James and Oak Tree sites but now receiving mobile caravans. 

J Brindle declared a pecuniary interest.
· R Cope said SSDC need to focus on the issues concerning Oak Tree site. 

· D Hill asked if confirmation could be obtained whether Oak Tree site is an approved site and what has been approved. 

· R Cope commented that SSDC need to provide eleven additional pitches. 

· A Pickering said at the Fishponds site access has been made from the back to the St James site. 

c)
Site Allocations Consultation
F Beardsmore said the Public meetings were held in October 2013 and questionnaires circulated.  Gave details of possible sites.  Eighty people attended meetings and need to decide on preference. 


It was agreed a meeting should be held on Thursday 15th May 2014 for Councillors to decide on the preferred site. 


d)
Royal Ordnance Site

Councillors reviewed access issues relating to the Royal Ordnance site. 


e)
34 Olde Hall Road

The Clerk confirmed that South Staffordshire District Council had started enforcement procedures. 

16)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

County Councillor M Lawrence mentioned the following:-

· Apologised for not attending meetings which is due to a clash of dates with the Health and Wellbeing Board. 

· Always available on a Friday for follow-up meetings. 

· County Council reviewing Library Service. 

· Update regarding Children’s Centres. 

· New 10 year agreement with Amey for Hghway maintenance.  Hope a better standard of work on the Highways and to make a 25% reduction in cost over the period of the contract. 

· Work to commence on three traffic islands off the Toll Road.  Work will take five months. 

17)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

· R Cope commented that action being taken regarding 34 Olde Hall Road.  Tidy Up Order issued and action supported by the Police. 

18)
CORRESPONDENCE


The incoming and outgoing post had been noted.

· “Let’s Work Together” – 14th May 2014 – Members Room, South Staffordshire District Council, 9.30am-1.00-pm.  A Roche to attend. 

· C W Transport Report from Mark Jenkinson. 

· Bilston Corridor Area Action Plan – Comments to be received by 11th June 2014. 

· Request from Zoe Sherwood regarding dates of Parish Council meetings. 

· SSDC – Spring Parish Summit 2014 – Enforcement and Governance, Friday, 20th June 2014 at District Council Offices, 9.30am-3.00pm. 

· SSDC – Audit Committee Meeting – 29th April 2014. 

· SSDC – Regulatory Committee Meeting – 29th April 2014. 

· Wolverhampton City Council approved a Draft Supplementary Planning Document on Open Space, Sport and Recreation – Consultation period ends 30th May 2014. 

· SCC Community Paths Initiative – Bids for 2014/2015. 

· “History Today” – Spring 2014.  Newsletter of the Staffordshire Archives and Heritage Service. 

· Email from P Light, Chairman of Brinsford Community Association requesting copies of any correspondence or Minutes between BCA and the Parish Council. 

· The Clerk to reply that that Parish Council have not received any correspondence or copy minutes. 

· Reviewed use of Parish Council Notice board. 

· Communication with Prisons. 

· D Hill commented an informal meeting was needed. 

19)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· Maintenance of St Mary’s Churchyard – F Beardsmore said meeting arranged for June 2014 to review. 

· F Beardsmore gave details of funding for grass cutting. 

· S Paice commented the Prison Service may be able to assist with grass cutting and ground maintenance. 

· Parish Council Sport Cage
J Beardsmore reported the following:-

· One section of fence broken off. 

· Ian Frost’s son injured leg on broken panel. 

· Reported to welder – J Brindle to chase.

· Strawberry Poppets tied up broken section. 

· D Hill said a sign needed “Not in Use”. 

· Clerk notified insurers of injury to Ian Frost’s son. 

· Featherstone Play Area
· The Clerk to report that Rocker needs attention. 

· Sign to be displayed. 

· Brinsford’s Footpaths
A Pickering reported that Telecom digging footpaths up and recovering.  D Hill said he had spoken to M Lawrence and M Keeling on this subject. 

The Clerk to writ to Mr Lawrence and M Keeling stating the footpath in Oaks Drive and East Road need reinstating on completion of work. 

· Rubbish Deposited in Hedge
D Betts gave details of rubbish which had been removed from a garden and deposited in and by a hedge on to Community Centre land.  D Betts to confirm address details.  The house owners to be asked to remove the rubbish or removal will be arranged and costs re-charged. 

· Litter Pickers
F Beardsmore reported the following:-

· Three applicants interviewed. 

· D Hill declared an interest. 

· Job description and wage rate details given to applicants. 

· Equipment to be supplied. 

· Three month trial period. 

It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (R Tucker) and agreed to offer the Litter Picker vacancies to C Hill and C Sharan. 

Resolved:

· To offer the Litter Picker vacancies to C Hill and C Sharan.

· Provisional start date of 1st June 2014.

20)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND INCLUSION ON AGENDA

· Jack Greenaway – 100th Birthday. 

· Declaration of Trust. 

· Prison Group. 

21)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

· Declaration of Trust

The Clerk to be given a copy of the Declaration of Trust to be circulated to all Councillors. 

· Councillors Details

The Clerk to circulate a list of Councillors contact details. 

� EMBED PI3.Image  ���








[image: image2.png]



______________________







Page 53/14
F Beardsmore, Chairman

______________________







Page 62/14
F Beardsmore, Chairman

_1255426833.bin

