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 FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  

held on Thursday 13th March 2014 at 7:00 pm 
in the Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone

Present:
F Beardsmore, D Hill, M Nicklin, J Brindle, T Smitheman, R Tucker, and A Pickering
In Attendance:
One Member of the Public


R Young, Clerk to the Council

------------------------------------------------------------

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

· No matters were raised.

1) APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D Betts, A Roche, J Beardsmore, County Councillor M Lawrence and PCSO Michael Davies.
2) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13TH FEBRUARY 2014 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th February 2014 be approved as a true and correct record subject to the following amendment:
15
-
Parish Maintenance

Item 3 – include “A letter of thanks to be sent to Mr Barry Pickering”. 

Resolved:

· To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th February 2014 as a true and correct record subject to the above amendment.  

3)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors F Beardsmore and J Brindle declared an interest in relation to matters concerning or relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.

4)
POLICE MATTERS

The Parish Clerk reported the following: 

· Apologies from PCSO Michael Davies for non-attendance.  

· PCSO Davies to provide crime statistics for the last month during the next two days.  The Clerk to circulate to Councillors.  

· The Clerk apologised to Councillor M Nicklin for misinterpreting information provided concerning a meeting with PCSO M Davies.  The Clerk reported a replacement meeting with PCSO Davies had been arranged for 4:00 pm on Friday 14th March 2014 at the Community Centre.  

· The Clerk reported that no crime statistics had been received from South Staffordshire Council due to Mark Rogers leaving the District Council.  The Clerk to confirm to the Chief Executive at SSDC and the Police Commissioner M Ellis that it is important that the crime statistics are made available.  

Action:
Police / Clerk
5)
MATTERS ARISING

5.1)
HMP Oakwood
· The Clerk to request a meeting with Andy Sleight and Leroy Bonnick from G4S at HMP Oakwood on the afternoon of Friday 9th May 2014. 

· The Clerk was also requested to contact YOI Brinsford and HMP Featherstone with regard to follow up meetings.    

5.2)
AED (De-fibrillation Unit)

The Clerk reported the following: 

·  Consulted SSHA with regard to funding opportunities in the future for D Woodward to finance further equipment if required.  
· Requested poster information from D Woodward for inclusion in noticeboards and  website.  
· Also emailed Caroline Jobling at Whitgreave School with regard to a presentation to children by Dawn Woodward explaining the purpose of AED units.    
5.3)
Bickfords Site – New Road
· The Clerk confirmed that M Murphy of SCC Legal Department would be reviewing all aspects of the issues relating to New Road (Dark Lane), Brinsford.  The Clerk was asked to arrange a meeting with Michael Murphy.  
· The Clerk reported that SSDC had confirmed the current rateable value of the F W Bickford and Sons site was £132,000.The Clerk to enquire as to how long Business Rates have been paid for the site.  
Action:
Clerk 
5.4)
Brookhouse Lane – Unofficial Layby
· The Clerk confirmed a site meeting was planned with J Littleton, SSDC; M Lawrence, SCC; and M Keeling, SCC.  
5.5)
Brinsford Lodge Site – Road Name (Malaysian Way)

· Debi Round of SSDC confirmed the new name sign will be manufactured and installed in approximately 6 weeks.  
5.6)
War Memorial (4th January 2010)

· T Smitheman reported the details of a meeting with David Bradshaw when the design of the proposed war memorial was reviewed.  D Bradshaw would not at this stage give an estimate of cost.  
· The Clerk was asked to enquire with M Lawrence and K Perry regarding funding available during 2014 / 2015.  The Clerk commented he would enquire with SSHA regarding funding available for the war memorial. The Chairman, F Beardsmore, commented a drawing was required for funding applications.  
5.7)
Parish Website
The Clerk commented as follows:  
· Need to include an important contact list on the website to include telephone and website details.  The Clerk asked Councillors to highlight any contact details to be included.  
· Would like to include details of Job / Work club.  
·  Include details of Community Centre – room sizes and charges applicable.  
· Details of speed gun usage in the parish.  
· Have requested information on AED units from Dawn Woodward for inclusion.   
Action:
Clerk, Councillors
5.8)
Community Centre – Energy Report
· The Clerk reported that Sarah Mallen of SCC had confirmed that the £1,200 funding towards the cost of a thermostatic control for the cooler was still available, three quotes for the supply and fitting would be required.   
5.9)
Village Green
· The Clerk reported that the Legal Department at SCC were dealing with the conveyance of the land from the Ministry of Justice to the Parish Council.  

Action: Clerk 
5.10)
Live and Let Live Caravan Site
Councillor Nicklin reported that at the meeting at the caravan site it was noted the following needed attention:

· Building rubble and old doors need removing. 

· One sewer pipe needs capping.  

· Vegetation needs cutting back.  

It was agreed the above outstanding matters would be corrected by 22nd March 2014.  The Clerk to enquire with Rob Marsh regarding the outstanding work after the above date.  

Action: Councillor Nicklin, Clerk  
5.11)
Dog Fouling in the Parish
John Littleton confirmed the following:  

· Section 9 statements are normally taken in the office as it is a controlled environment.  

· Witnesses must be aware that once a statement is made, they may need to attend Court.  

It was agreed PCSO Michael Davies should be asked if he can take action regarding dog fouling.  

Action: Clerk
5.12)
Mr G Bonner – Request for Bus Stop
The Clerk reported details had been passed to Mark Keeling at SCC Highways who can recommend an additional bus stop.  M Keeling to contact Mr Bonner direct to arrange a site meeting.  

Action:
Councillor M Keeling, Clerk 
5.13)
“Slow Down in our Community” Stickers
The Clerk mentioned he had spoken to Ian Rowley at Staffordshire Police who had agreed to forward additional stickers.  

Action:
Clerk 
6)
HIGHWAY MATTERS

· Footpath from the prison to Paradise Lane – Councillor Pickering marked a map to identify the section of path requiring attention.  
Action:
Clerk
· Brookhouse Lane Ponding – C Makeham confirmed the installation of an additional gulley would not be feasible, but requested photographs of the flooding.  
Action:
R.Tucker
· East Road Brinsford – C Makeham requested repair by scheduling team / traffic management team as soon as possible.  
Action: K Perry, C Makeham
· A460 / The Avenue – M Lawrence had confirmed by email that the provision of a mini-island is not going to happen especially as a motorway link is proposed in the future.  
R Tucker commented that the speed of traffic on the A460 causes problems for vehicles leaving The Avenue.  D Hill said need to ask parishioners their views concerning the provision of a traffic island at the junction of A460 / The Avenue.  The Clerk was requested to draft a petition sheet to consult parishioners.  

Action:
K Perry,M.Lawrence,Clerk
· Path running parallel to M54 from the bottom of Brookhouse Lane – clearance to be undertaken by the NHT when in the parish for 5 days from 10th May 2014.  

Action:
S.C.C.Highways
· Grit Bins – Councillor J Brindle to install the grit bins purchased.  
Action:
J Brindle 
· Speed Cameras on A460 – the Clerk to enquire again with Councillor M Lawrence and K Perry whether the speed cameras on the A460 could be made operational.  The Clerk to also take up this matter with the Camera Partnership Team.  
Action:
K Perry,M.Lawrence, Clerk
· New Road – introduction of 40 MPH speed limit.  County Councillor M Lawrence confirmed that although he does not support this request he understands it is important to the Parish Council and introduction of the limit will go ahead sometime in the new financial year.  
Action: M Lawrence, K Perry 
· Featherstone Lane – blocking of lane.  M Lawrence requested reasons.  The Clerk to confirm that waste material is constantly deposited on the lane and the lane surface needs to be maintained to a better standard.  
Action:Clerk
· Hedge Removal – the Clerk to arrange a site meeting with Steve Dores from SSDC.  
Action: Clerk
· Brookhouse Lane – unofficial pull-in.  The Clerk to arrange a site meeting with County Councillor M Lawrence, M Keeling and J Littleton.  
Action: Clerk
· Highway Drainage – Hilton Road and The Avenue – C Makeham reported as follows: 
Following the visit on 27th February to investigate the drainage issues at the above junction and I have attached a plan of how the system runs, it is rather difficult to explain so hopefully I make sense.

The outfall of the drain on the junction of Hilton Road and The Avenue goes towards property 51, the camera and sond goes as far as where the resident has built a 9-inch concrete platform and erected a shed and then it is as though it hits a wall and stops which would indicate either this is the position of the main chamber that has been filled in or that the pipe has been removed completely.  The team did speak to the resident but they said there was no manhole there before.  I then asked the team to camera and sond from the junction of North Crescent and The Avenue towards property 51 to see if we meet the same place, the resident from 43 has let us know that there was a manhole in his (no. 43) front garden 30 years ago and that he was told it was disused so he has filled it in with house bricks and rubble.  Although this manhole has bricks, etc, in the jetting hose does get through this manhole and they got as far as property 51 again but not all the way to the position of where we think the main chamber may be.  

As there is no simple solution to this and we have no evidence that there is/was definitely a chamber under this concrete platform I have raised another job for the jetter and camera/sond team to return to investigate the outfalls from the drains further up Hilton Road to see if we can indicate whether the outfalls go towards this chamber or towards another main which we can pipe the drain to.  
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, commented the problem causes extensive flooding and parishioners need a solution as soon as possible.  The Clerk to enquire as to the timescale involved and to notify County Councillor K Perry and M Lawrence of the Parish Council’s concern and the need for urgent action.  
Action: K Perry, M Lawrence, Clerk
· Dark Lane – Councillor J Brindle commented there had been two further accidents with vehicles trying to turn right into Dark Lane.  
Action: 
· St James Caravan Site – Councillor D Hill reported he has a meeting with C Makeham on 18th March 2014 regarding the flow of water off New Road into the caravan site.  
Action: D Hill 
· Brinsford Name Signs – Councillor A Pickering commented both signs on New Road required attention.  
Action: Clerk
· Village Vehicle Weight Limit (7.5T) – Councillor M Nicklin gave details of vehicles from a local company whose vehicles over 7.5T are passing through the village on a regular basis.  
Councillor J Brindle declared an interest and took no part in the discussion
It was proposed, seconded and agreed a letter concerning this matter should be sent to the company.  

Resolved:

· To forward a letter of concern to the local company whose vehicles in excess of 7.5T are using roads in the village.  

J Brindle abstained



Action: Clerk
7)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, commented as follows:

· Twenty tiles replaced on the roof at a cost of £240.00.  

· Some roof repairs completed without replacement tiles.  No roof leaks at present.  

· Concerns regarding appropriate tiles for roof.  

· Strawberry Poppets – work on room with shared 50/50 cost.  Increased rent for new room.    Will make good existing roof when they move out of room.  

· Community Centre reviewing bar sale prices.  

· The Clerk reported he had contacted the following organisations regarding funding: 

· South Staffordshire Council 

· Staffordshire County Council plus Mike Lawrence and K Perry 

· Community Council of Staffordshire 

· War Memorial Trust 

8)
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ REPORT
Councillor J Brindle said there were no matters to report.  

9)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS


Councillor M Nicklin reported the following: 

· Do not attend incidents at the prisons.  

· Two new responders appointed. 

· Twenty-nine responses during February 2014.  

· The Clerk to enquire with Cheslyn Hay, Great Wyrley and Essington Parish Councils as to whether they donate funds to the First Responders.  

· The Clerk to email Councillor Nicklin regarding request for information to be included on the website.  

· Councillor R Tucker asked regarding the following: 

· What is their defined area of operation.

· Who are First Responders responsible to and are they a registered charity.  

· Councillor D Hill commented that Wolverhampton City Council should contribute.  

10)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· The Clerk to check with SSHA as to whether the statistics provided regarding garages are occupied or unoccupied.  

· The Clerk to include the contact telephone number (0800 096 8690) on the website.  

· F Beardsmore and D Hill to attend a meeting with regard to 1 East Road.  

· The Clerk to enquire with SSHA as to who is the village representative.  

· The Clerk to report the wooden fence on New Road is damaged. 

11)
PLANNING
a) Planning Applications Approved 
i) 14/00127/FUL 

Provision of a new access point into existing field.  Access for farmer and for agricultural purposes only, in frequent use.  Access point to be located on East Road (C Class Road)

Land at East Road, Brinsford 

It was agreed the following objections should be submitted: 

· Why does application include tarmac at entrance when for agricultural use

· Removal of hedge does not comply with the Hedgerow Act 
· Accident potential of new access off East Road – why need for this access 

The Clerk to check with Planning Department at SSDC regarding registration of land.  
12)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

· No additional matters reported.  

13)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

a) District Councillor F Beardsmore
· Gave details of options relating to the SWOT of Accessibility Options. 

· Outlined site allocations procedure.  

· Recommended a meeting is arranged with Tony Hill and his Builder.  This was agreed.  The Clerk to arrange a meeting.  

14)
CORRESPONDENCE

The incoming and outgoing post had been noted.

	Cassie Shilton, SSDC
	Community Voice Forums 2014 

	Gavin Williamson, MP
	Forthcoming surgeries 

	Cassie Shilton, SSDC
	Confirmation of receipt of application to include the Red, White and Blue on the Community Asset Register 

	Lorraine Fowkes, SSDC
	Clarification as to the definition of Crown Land 

	Westleigh Developments
	Brinsford Lodge land 

	South Staffordshire Council
	Site allocation documents 

	South Staffordshire Council
	Capital Grants and Loans Scheme


15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· Councillor Nicklin gave details of the poor state / condition of the front gardens of 37 and 39 North Crescent.  The Clerk to bring to the attention of SSHA the condition of the front garden of 37 North Crescent and enquire with the District Council regarding 39 North Crescent.  

· The Clerk was asked to enquire with Enterprise Ins Plc as to what is planned for the land to the rear of the Red, White and Blue.  

J Brindle declared an interest
· Litter picker – F Beardsmore reported he had received two applications for the litter picker vacancy.  The Chairman to arrange interviews.  

· Hilton Road parking – F.Beardsmore reported he had met with Mr Randle regarding a quote for Parking Bays.M.Nicklin commented he had asked residents if the parking bays should be together on Hilton Road. F.Beardsmore said that as that location was near to M.Nicklin’s home he should Declare an Interest. J.Brindle supported that opinion.F.Beardsmore said he had spoken to residents who had requested the parking bays to be spread along Hilton Road. F.Beardsmore mentioned the benefit of having the parking bays along Hilton Road and the option to extend each parking bay by two.  

F Beardsmore reported he was going to request a quote from Hilton Construction,  and also commented he was concerned at the future expenditure of the Parish Council.  

17)
INTERNET SERVICE TO PARISH 

· F Beardsmore confirmed to Councillors that the internet service to the parish is to be upgraded this year or next year.  

18)
ANY OTHER MATTERS 

· F Beardsmore reported there had been three applications for the vacancy on the Parish Council and interviews would be arranged in the near future.  

· Councillor D Hill said he was not happy that the Clerk was not circulating copies of letters to Councillors for approval prior to sending.  Also commented the Clerk was not circulating the minutes and correspondence to the agreed time schedule.  

It was also agreed that the Parish Clerk should telephone Highways regarding outstanding matters in addition to sending correspondence.  

· Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre – J Brindle said the Parish Council set up a committee to manage the community centre and the person managing the community centre on a day-to-day basis should report to the Parish Council.  It was agreed a copy of the community centre constitution should be given to each Parish Councillor.  

· Speedgun team – M Nicklin said more operators were needed for the speedgun.  It was agreed to try and recruit more operatives. 

19)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED ON THE AGENDA
a) Date of Next Meeting
· Thursday 10th April 2014 

b) Items to be included on the Agenda
· No items were raised.  

The Chairman of the meeting, Councillor F Beardsmore, thanked all those present for attending and declared the meeting closed at 11:10 pm.
F Beardsmore
Chairman of the Parish Council
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