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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  

held on Thursday 13th November 2014 at 6:30pm 

in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone

Present:
F Beardsmore, A Roche, S Paice, M Nicklin, J Beardsmore, J Brindle, 

A Pickering and T Smitheman.

In Attendance:
District Councillor R Cope 

Inspector G Knight (Staffordshire Police)

Sergeant T Heap (Staffordshire Police)

PCSO G Lloyd (Staffordshire Police)

Two Members of the Public

R Young, Clerk to the Council

------------------------------------------------------------

Prior to the start of the meeting, the Chairman, F Beardsmore, gave an update regarding 

David Hill who had recently suffered a stroke. 

STAFFORDSHIRE POLICE
The following matters relating to Policing in the Parish were reviewed and discussed:-

· G Knight commented:-

· Spike of crime in Parish.  West Midlands crime reduced – Crime in Parish went up. 

· Fourteen burglaries during week. 

· Sergeant and four Officers on foot for three weeks. 

· No burglaries in recent weeks. 

· Officers on overtime and Dog Unit in Parish for last month. 

· Offender probably displaced to West Midlands.

· Mainly unsecured properties broken into. 

· K Gardener commented as follows:-

· Most burglaries were on new Estate between midnight and 3.00am and entrance gained from rear garden.  Dunlim Drive point of access. 

· Gave summary of crimes and incidents. 

· Twenty two burglaries since 28th August 2014. 

· Highlighted confusion created when Patrick Connor is away.

· Reviewed effectiveness of CCTV in Parish.

· G Knight commented cannot predict when crime spikes will occur. 

· K Gardener said that the Neighbourhood Watch membership had increased from 900 to 1400 members, but said there was a communication problem with the Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators. 

· G Knight commented that Police had monitored vehicles coming into the Parish and said that offender/s had moved into the area temporarily. 

· General Policing

The following policing matters were reviewed and discussed:-

· Accident risk and potential of exit road from M54 onto the A460 traffic island. 

· Dangerous parking at the top of The Avenue.

· Parking at the school.

· Drug distribution in the Village.

· Damage caused to Community Centre. 

· Use of Speed Gun. 

· Major problem with Motor Cyclists.

· M Nicklin asked if more Officers/PCSO’s could be allocated to the Parish. 

· Demographic implications for Policing reviewed. 

· G Knight said an additional PCSO is to be allocated to Essington, Shareshill, Featherstone and Brinsford, which will total two PCSO’s and one Neighbourhood Officer. 

· G Knight gave details of the different powers of a Police Officer and a PCSO. 

· M Nicklin emphasised the need to monitor and reduce burglaries, drugs and anti-social behaviour. 

· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, mentioned the following:-

· Very disappointed when Tracey stopped working in Parish. 

· Drug distribution and drug abuse in Village. 

· Details of recent  incident of graffiti in Featherstone.  G Lloyd said this incident was not recorded on CCTV but he would be contacting those involved. 

· Need more man hours from the Police in the Village.

· G Knight gave an overview of the reduction (20%) in anti-social behaviour and the policy to engage with potential offenders. 

· R Cope raised the problem with Gypsies in the area. 

· The option for the police to use office space at the Community Centre. 

· G Lloyd gave details of incidents in the Parish during the last month. 

· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, thanked G Knight, T Heap, G Lloyd and Mr Gardener for attending the Parish Council Meeting. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

· No matters were raised.  

1) APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from D Betts, M Lawrence, R Tucker and D Hill. 

2) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 22nd OCTOBER 2014 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22nd October 2014 be approved as a true and correct record. 

Resolved:

· To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22nd October 2014 as a true and correct record.  

3)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors F Beardsmore, J Beardsmore, J Brindle, T Smitheman and A Roche declared an interest in relation to matters concerning or relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.

4)
POLICE MATTERS

· No additional matters were discussed. 

5)
MATTERS ARISING


5.1)
Parish Speed Gun 

· M Nicklin to be Co-ordinator. 

· T Smitheman agreed to move Speed Gun to Community Centre. 

· The Clerk to email M Nicklin details of Police contact. 

Action:
M Nicklin, T Smitheman, Clerk

5.2)
Bickfords Site 

· This matter was ongoing.
Action: Valuation Office

5.3)
War Memorial (4th January 2010)

· The Clerk reported he had sent an email of thanks to J Goode at SSHA for the donation of £2,000. 
· F Beardsmore gave details of attendance at the War Memorial for the first Remembrance Sunday. 
· Notice board, Name Sign and Litter Bin to be re-sited.   
· The Clerk to obtain a quote for a Flagpole. 
Action:
Clerk

5.4)
Community Centre – Energy Report (15th August 2013)

· The Clerk reported he had been in contact with Sarah Mallin at Staffordshire County Council who had confirmed the £1,200 grant was still available for new thermostatic controls.  F Beardsmore to provide the Clerk with contact details for the Thermostatic Control supplier. 
5.5)
Village Green (10th January 2013)

· Councillors J Brindle and A Pickering gave details of the meeting with Gavin Williamson M.P. regarding the land to be donated by the Ministry of Justice for a Village Green.  A Pickering commented that G Williamson had advised to accept what land is offered.  G Williamson confirmed he would take up this matter with the Ministry of Justice. 
· Details were given to G Williamson of the accident rate and risk where the M54 exit road meets the A460 traffic island and he agreed to take up this matter with Staffordshire County Council.  The Clerk also attended the meeting with                  G Williamson. 
Action: G Williamson, Ministry of Justice

5.6)
Parish Council Sports Cage – Insurance Claim (12th June 2014)

· The Chairman and Clerk to meet Peter Laxton on 5th December 2014.  
Action: Chairman, Clerk
5.7)
Litter Pickers

· This matter was deferred until the December 2014 Parish Council Meeting. 
Action:
Clerk and Council
5.8)
Declaration of Trust

· This matter to be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting. 

5.9)
41 North Crescent

· The Clerk reported that Janet Goode had commented the Housing Association may retain this property.  The Clerk to request an update and details of work to be carried out. 

Action:
Clerk 
5.10)
Red, White and Blue – Land to the Rear

· The Clerk reported he had emailed and telephoned John Strawinski at Enterprise Inns regarding the rubbish in the fenced area and its removal.  The Clerk to contact J Strawinski again.  

Action: Clerk 
5.11)
Hedge Removal – East Road

· F Beardsmore reported that Steve Doves at SSDC had written to the relevant tenant regarding the hedge re-instatement. 

Action: S Doves
5.12)
Parish Maintenance (SSHA)

· The Clerk to notify SSHA that the following matters were outstanding:- 

· Blue Alley – Overgrown vegetation. 

· Tree outside 66 Olde Hall Road requires attention. 

Action:
Clerk 
6)
HIGHWAY MATTERS

6.1)
Deceleration Lane off M54 to A460 (10th April 2014)
· This matter has been reported to Gavin Williamson M.P. for assistance. 

· The Clerk reported he had contacted Neil Porter at Staffordshire County Council Highways who had advised no agreement had been made with the Highways Agency concerning signage. 

· R Cope suggested the installation of Rumble Strips.  The Clerk to forward proposal to Neil Porter. 

Action:
Clerk, M Lawrence, N Porter, G Williamson M.P.
6.2)
Foliage on side of slip road when leaving M54 (Birmingham direction) onto 

A460 (Wolverhampton Road)
· This item was ongoing with Phil Spruce at S.C.C. Highways. 

Action:
Clerk
6.3)
Malayan Way – Water gathering near to junction with Featherstone Lane
· The Clerk to check with Mark Keeling at S.C.C. Highways. 

Action:
Clerk
6.4)
Vehicle Collisions – A460 Featherstone to Shareshill
· R Cope commented that Mike Lawrence had advised there would be an improvement when the Motorway Link was installed.  The Clerk to request        M Lawrence to arrange a meeting with Phil Spruce and the Highways Agency on this subject. 

6.5)
Motorway Link Route
· Presentation arranged by the Highways Agency for 7.00pm on 25th November 2014 at Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 

6.6)
Brookhouse Lane – Branches hitting Streetlight

· The Clerk to enquire with SCC Highways as to whether branches have been cut back.  

Action:
Clerk
6.7)
Highway Matters

· Brookhouse Lane Ponding – Clerk request update. 

· Cat and Kitten Lane – Unofficial layby – just post Vernon Trading Estate – Quantity of Tyres left.  Clerk to report. 

· Brookhouse Lane – Blocked drains along entire length – Clerk to check with SCC Highways.  

· Tarmac worn away by Fire Hydrant near to end of Brookhouse Lane – Clerk to check progress.  

· Sign by the Bridge on Cat and Kitten Lane pointing towards Prison instead of Brookhouse Lane.  Clerk to check with SCC Highways.  

Action:
Clerk
7)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

J Beardsmore commented as follows:

· Community Centre roof repaired. 

· Circulated copy of Accounts. 

· Probation teams doing a good job on Ground Maintenance. 

· Gulleys repaired. 

· Strawberry Poppets 

· Cannot afford to have work done at present.

· Asked to wait until January – February 2015. 

· Cougar Representative said he will forward a schedule of activations. 

8)
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ REPORT

· Councillor J Brindle reported the following:-

· Meeting on the first Wednesday of the month – 6.00pm. 

· School doing well – Maths and English doing very well. 

· Some children (Travellers) not attending. 

9)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS

· No details received. 

10)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

The Clerk to report the following:-

· Dog Bin at Hilton Road Garages needs moving to give access.  The Clerk commented that Kate Stevenson had agreed to arrange for the Dog Bin to be  re-sited. 

11)
PLANNING

· Site Allocations Document (SAD) Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Show-people Issues and Options Consultation – October 2014
· District Councillor R Cope gave a detailed explanation regarding the Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Show-people Issue and Options plus the implication for sites in the area with regard to pitches.  

· Councillor J Brindle declared an interest. 

· R Cope gave details of the number of pitches and who qualifies to use those pitches.  R Cope drafted a detailed letter which outlined the Parish Council’s view which the Parish Clerk could submit. 

12)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

· No matters were reported.

13)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

a) District Councillor F Beardsmore
· Mentioned SSDC Scrutiny Meeting. 

· CCTV at present located opposite the Chip Shop – should consider re-locating to near the Community Centre due to vandalism problems.  

· Village Agents – Featherstone was the first to have a Village Agent.  At present not possible to contribute as a Village Agent as only works for 10 hours a week and covers a very large area. 

b) District Councillor R Cope

· Your Place – Looking at Fuel Poverty – Scrutiny Meeting reviewing cost of using one of the Big 6 suppliers – trying to join other Councils to form an energy buying group.  

· Government reducing funds to District Council resulting reserves being reduced.  District to sell services such as Legal Advice, Will Councillors updated. 

14)
CORRESPONDENCE

· Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Archive Services – Update. 

· SSDC – Winter Parish Summit 2014 – to be held on Friday 21st November 2014 at the District Council Offices. 

· Public Notice regarding use of notice boards. 

15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· 6 Brookhouse Lane – Rubbish left on land, including Oak cupboards, Venetian blinds – Clerk to notify SSHA. 

· Hilton Road – Discarded bedspread left opposite school.  Clerk to notify Bob Taylor at SSDC. 

16)
JACK GREENAWAY – 100TH BIRTHDAY

· Councillor A Pickering agreed to speak to Jack Greenaway’s daughter as to a suitable present in recognition of his 100th Birthday on 17th December 2014. 

17)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

· No matters were raised. 
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