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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Thursday 14th February 2013 at 7:00 pm 
in the Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone

Present:
F Beardsmore, D Hill, T Smitheman, M Nicklin, J Brindle, J Beardsmore, 
R Tucker, A Pickering, and B Pickering
In Attendance:
 R Young, Clerk to the Council

------------------------------------------------------------

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No matters were raised.

1)
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Councillors M Lawrence, R Cope and A Roche.
2)
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10TH JANUARY 2013
It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 10th January 2013 be approved as a true and correct record.

Resolved:

· To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th January 2013.

3)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors F Beardsmore, J Beardsmore, and J Brindle declared an interest in relation to matters concerning or relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.

4)
POLICE MATTERS

No matters were raised.

5)
MATTERS ARISING

5.1)
Featherstone Youth
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, confirmed he would obtain an update for the next Parish Council meeting.
Action:
Chairman
5.2)
Footpath Adjacent to Bickfords Site

F.Beardsmore gave a detailed update regarding Sites 1 and Site 2 where it appeared that the sites were to be linked.
            Site 1 – Trees removed.It was agreed S.C.C. legal department should  investigate this     
            matter with an expenditure limit of £750.00.

            Site 2 – Planning approval for security bungalow but not the storage of vehicles.

            L.McDonald (S.S.D.C.) to instigate enforcement action.

Action:
Clerk

5.3)
Brighten up the Village (8th November 2007)
F Beardsmore reported that the lights on one tree were still on and needed attention and that one of the windows at the chapel was not water tight.  
Action:
B Pickering
5.4)
Litter in the Parish
The Clerk and Chairman reported that David Pattison at South Staffordshire District Council had confirmed that a land clearance prosecution would be issued against Enterprise Inns concerning the land to the rear of the Red, White and Blue public house.  
Action:
D Pattison, SSDC
5.5)
St James Caravan Site (12th May 2011)
Councillor J Brindle reported he had not received any contact from P Hardy at South Staffordshire District Council regarding this boundary matter.  
Action:
J Brindle / P Hardy, SSDC
5.6)
Brinsford Lodge Site – Road Name
The Clerk commented this matter was ongoing.
Action:
D Round, SSDC / Clerk

5.7)
Brinsford Post Box
The Clerk reported that Phil Terry of Royal Mail had confirmed he was checking for underground services at the site visited.  
Action: P Terry, Royal Mail / Clerk

5.8)
War Memorial (14th January 2010)
The Clerk and Chairman to review the paperwork received from solicitors.
Action:
F Beardsmore / Clerk

5.9)
South Staffordshire Housing Association
The following matters were noted:
· The Clerk to arrange a meeting with Jan Goode at the Community Centre.  

· M Nicklin reported that since a letter was circulated to residents of Hilton Road regarding the parking of vehicles on grass verges the problem had improved.  

· Councillors agreed the hedges require cutting and trimming in Old Lane and Hilton Road. 

· Kevin Powell to inspect the holes in the surface of Blue Lane on 18th February 2013.  

Action:
Emma Cooper, SSHA

5.10)
M54 / A460 Traffic Island – Traffic Congestion
The Clerk confirmed he had notified the Highways Agency / AMEY regarding the need for “Give Way” signs and the cutting back of bushes on the slip road.  
Action:
Clerk

5.11)
Featherstone First Responders
· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, confirmed he had received a cheque for £500.00 from Featherstone First Responders. 

· F Beardsmore also reported that M Griffiths had resigned as a Parish Councillor.  It was agreed a letter of thanks and appreciation for the Community Work undertaken during his time as a Parish Councillor be sent to M Griffiths.
Action:
Clerk
5.12)
Bellflower Road – Turnstone Drive
The Clerk to enquire with Howard Meddlicot regarding ownership of this pathway.
Action:
Clerk 
5.13)
Speedwatch Scheme
The Clerk reported that Steve Bird of Staffordshire Police had confirmed he had contact Helen Hunter, John Vincent and Mike Percival regarding 6 sites at Shareshill.  The Clerk to contact John Vincent regarding the speed gun.
Action:
Clerk

5.14)
Parish Website
The Clerk reported that a presentation had been arranged for Monday 18th February 2013 at 7:00 pm in the Community Centre.  
Action:
Clerk

5.15)
Bickfords Site
The  matter had been discussed.  
Action:
Clerk
5.16)
New Road / A460 Junction
M Keeling had confirmed to County Councillor M Lawrence that to date there had been no accidents with injuries at this location and will check the records again on 11th May 2013 when the scheme will have been in operation for 12 months.  M Keeling will also review at that date the need for a Stage 4 Road Safety Audit.  
Action:
M Lawrence

5.17)
Hilton Marsh (Redundant Severn Trent Site)
The Clerk to check that F Beardsmore and J Brindle are invited to the next Steering Group meeting.
Action:
Clerk

5.18)
Solar Panels – Community Centre
Councillor J Beardsmore and the Clerk reported the Staffordshire County Council advisor had completed a review of the Community Centre and his report would be available at the end of February 2013.  
Action:
Clerk

5.19)
Highway Matters
· M Keeling of Staffordshire County Council Highways, confirmed that he could not find any evidence a litter bin had been located next to the bus shelter on the A460.  The Clerk to obtain a costing for a litter bin.  

· Additional lighting from Rabbit Lane to part the prison on New Road to be considered at the next Divisional Highways meeting to be held in March 2013.  

· 40 MPH speed limit on the length of New Road to be considered at the Divisional Highways meeting in March 2013.  

· Vehicle count on New Road.  M Keeling said he can undertake a 7-day traffic count but needs comparative figures. Will review traffic impact assessments to identify the predicted traffic volumes.  

· Metal tube / casing out of the ground adjacent to the Red, White and Blue public house – M Nicklin confirmed Enterprise Inns were taking responsibility for this matter.  M Nicklin to contact Enterprise Inns again.

· Rabbit Lane – the Clerk to contact M Keeling at Staffordshire County Council Highways enquiring as to when he will make a 3 foot gap in the soil deposited by the farmer.  

Action:
M Lawrence / M Keeling / Clerk

5.20)
Staffordshire Police
Councillors reviewed the following matters:
· M Nicklin reported that Staffordshire Police are to circulate a letter regarding the parking of vehicles on the footpath in The Leas.  Offenders to be fined £30.00. 

· M Nicklin confirmed the shrubs had been cut back in Hilton Road.  Drug problem seems to have eased. 

· B Pickering gave details of gypsy youths who had attacked a house at Brinsford and also damaged signs, trees and fences.  Reported to police (101).  No increase in police presence.

· The Clerk reported that Gavin Williamson, MP, had confirmed by letter that he could not guarantee he could organise a meeting with the Police and Crime Commissioner, but could arrange a meeting with Inspector Gibbs, Local Policing Unit Commander and himself.  The Clerk to request a meeting. 

· Councillor A Pickering gave details of the Masterclass presentation by M Ellis, the Police and Crime Commissioner detailing the changes he will introduce including combining all services in one building, improved technology, stopping forced retirement after 30 years, new starting salary and police to be vocation driven.

Action:
G Williamson / Clerk

5.21)
Village Green
· G Williamson, MP, confirmed by letter that to date he had not received any further information from the Ministry of Justice regarding land for a village green.

· The Clerk to request Brian Edwards, Leader of S.S.D.C.to arrange a meeting with the Governor of Featherstone Prison.
· D Hill commented there was a deadline for village green applications.  The Clerk to check this matter.

· The Clerk was requested to contact Mark Reid, Estates Department, Ministry of Justice, regarding the land for a village green.

Action:
Clerk

5.22)
Bench - Brinsford
Councillor B Pickering confirmed the prison will make a steel bench and agreed to obtain a costing.
Action:
B Pickering
5.23)
Featherstone Lane joining New Road
The Clerk to ask M Lawrence to progress the request for a dropped kerb at this location.

Action:
M Lawrence
5.24)
Drains in Old Hall Road near to Garages
The Clerk reported that M Keeling of Staffordshire County Council Highways had confirmed the drains were not Highways responsibility.  The Clerk to contact J Goode at South Staffordshire Housing Association on this matter.

Action:
Clerk
5.25)
Oakwood Prison
B Pickering reported that the G4S contract had been reduced from 15 years to 7 years and the Prison Governor, Steve Holland, was leaving.  

The Clerk to write to Gavin Williamson, MP, and ask whether G4S are a fit and proper organisation to operate Oakwood Prison.

Action:
Clerk
6)
HIGHWAY MATTERS

The Clerk was asked to arrange a meeting with Mark Keeling of Staffordshire County Council Highways to discuss the following:
· Massive pothole outside 23 Hilton Road.

· Featherstone Lane (entrance to Featherstone Farm) - water running down lane.

· Brookhouse Lane to Cat and Kitten Lane – potholes are horrendous.

· East Road – on bend large pothole.

· Potholes throughout the parish were marked but no action to date. 

· M Keeling reported he had no idea who had installed two posts at the entrance of East road from New Road.

Action:
Clerk
7)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
J Beardsmore circulated the following:

· Management accounts and trial balance to 31st January 2013. 

8)
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ REPORT
No matters were reported.
9)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS

· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, confirmed that Featherstone First Responders had issued a cheque for £500.00 to the Parish Council.

· Statistics regarding First Responders activity to be provided by Sam Bate in future.

10)
CORRESPONDENCE

The incoming and outgoing post had been noted.

	AON
	New Regulation from The Employers Liability Tracing Office


	Staffordshire Police
	Judith Russon regarding the provision of forensic marking at Featherstone and Brinsford 


	SSC
	Strategic Housing Market Assessment Summary Report 2012 


	SCC
	Community Paths Initiative Bids 2013 / 2014 


	SSCSP
	Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour figures for Locality 3 – January 2013 

	SPCA
	South Staffordshire Council Carbon Management of Our Own Estate

	Staffordshire CCS
	Cancer Care Event – Monday 25th February 2013 at North Staffordshire Medical institute, Hartshill 

	Vanessa Partridge 
	Issue 2 of Linking UP Locally

	Brian Edwards
	South Staffordshire Partnership

	Mark Jenkinson
	South Staffordshire Connect Services Data Month Seven 


11)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

No matters were reported.

12)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

District Councillor Frank Beardsmore gave an update regarding South Staffordshire District Council Core Strategy. Delay due to Cheslyn Hay questioning the number of houses to be built
13)
PLANNING

13.1)
Applications for Consideration
i) 13/00049/FUL
First floor side, rear extension, front bay window, extensions and rear conservatory

11 Speedwell Gardens, Featherstone

13.2)
Planning Decisions
i) 12/00940/FUL
Movement of fence to boundary line on existing property

22 Penderell Close, Featherstone

Grant of Planning Permission
13.3)
Other Planning Matters
i) Email dated 12th February 2013 from Kelly Harris at South Staffordshire District Council regarding Core Strategy High Court Legal Challenge. 

14)
PARISH MAINTENANCE

· Councillor M Nicklin gave details of fly tipping on Brookhouse Lane.  District Councillor F Beardsmore to report this matter to South Staffordshire District Council.

· Councillor A Pickering asked why the footpath in Brookhouse Close had not been gritted.  Also asked if there was provision for Brinsford senior citizens. A Pickering asked if Ice Busters spray would help.  J Brindle commented that 75% of 20 litre container used and spray will clear ice but not snow.  The Clerk to enquire with the Housing Association as to whether they would install grit bins at the following locations:

· Hilton Road

· Brookhouse Close

· Featherstone Avenue

· Whitgreave

· South Crescent

· East Road, Brinsford

· South View Close

· It was proposed, seconded and agreed to order a grit bin (green) for location at Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.  

Resolved:

· To purchase a grit bin to be located at the Community Centre.  
· Councillors T Smitheman and F Beardsmore to review a prospective site for a parish noticeboard on Bellflower Road.

 Action:
T Smitheman / F Beardsmore / Clerk
PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL

15)
FINANCIAL MATTERS
a)
Invoices for Payment
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:

	Date
	Cheque No
	Payee
	£

	14.02.13
	002057
	Little Miss Sparky
	60.00

	14.02.13
	002058
	R Young (Open Society plus visit to Stafford)
	72.75

	14.02.13
	002059
	R Young 
	845.00

	14.02.13
	002060
	British Telecom
	62.40

	14.02.13
	002061
	Veolia
	545.11

	14.02.13
	002062
	FHCC
	730.20

	14.02.13
	002063
	Little Miss Sparky
	75.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£2,390.46


Resolved:

· To issue the above cheques.

16)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
This matter was deferred until the next Parish Council meeting.

· Parish plaques 

· Crime Statistics – Locality 3 

· Grassed area by Community Centre (Gypsies)

· Gypsy problems in the parish

17)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· J Beardsmore reported the free bus recently went to Cannock but did not bring passengers back.  The Clerk to inform South Staffordshire District Council regarding the Connect bus.

· Parish plaques 

F Beardsmore commented that a lot of people in the parish had done a considerable amount of work for the community.

R Tucker and D Hill said M Griffiths had helped set up First Responders and should warrant consideration.  Also M Griffiths had done work at the school.

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to give a Parish plaque to M Griffiths.

Resolved:

· To present M Griffiths with a parish plaque.

J Brindle agreed to source additional parish plaques.

The Chairman of the meeting, Councillor F Beardsmore, thanked all those present for attending and declared the meeting closed at 10:03 pm.
F Beardsmore
Chairman of the Parish Council
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F Beardsmore, Chairman
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