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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held at 6.45pm on Thursday, 16th February 2023
in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre 
Present:
F Beardsmore, R Tucker, M Perks, B Clayton, J.Brindle T Smitheman and D Betts 
Also Present: 
B Williams

R Cope


PCSO Julia Wells 

Four Members of the Public


R Young, Clerk to the Council 



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
Prior to the start of the Parish Council Meeting, the Governor of Brinsford Prison gave an outline of the development, operation and future plans for the Prison.  The Governor answered questions raised by Councillors.  The Chairman, F Beardsmore, thanked the Governor for attending. 

During the Parish Council Meeting, Councillors observed a minute’s silence in respect of the passing of Ken Knightingale who had served the Community as a Parish Councillor. 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
B Williams mentioned the following:

· Featherstone Lane – Delayed for several weeks.  
· Old Lane – Maintained as walkway.  No plans at present for further clearance.  Requires 1.8m width clearance.  
· A460/M54 – No repairs in place. 
· Outside Red, White and Blue – Gullies to be cleared. 
· SCC has no land ownership by the Red, White and Blue. 
· Old Hall Road – Householders responsible for hedges. 

· No update on white lining on New Road.  Will enquire. 

· Road closure on East Road – Confirmed no other sections of East Road to be closed. 

· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, said the delay regarding Featherstone Lane (vehicle count) and the white lining of New Road is totally unacceptable. 

· D Betts said that Old Lane by the bollards is blocked. 

· R Tucker asked if the Budget spend could be made available.  B Williams confirmed not available. 

· Brinsford Development – Clarification requested regarding the hedge prior to any roadworks. 

· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, thanked B Williams for attending the Meeting. 
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 


R Cope mentioned the following:-

· Hilton Hall – Problem of noise levels from Weddings and Parties.  Gave update. 
· M54/M6 Link – No confirmation of start date. 

· Housing Development of Green Belt changes – Local Plan deferred. 

District Council waiting for Government directive. 

· Fly Tipping – Meeting reviewed sites including Brookhouse Lane.  District Council will not do anything on private land.  Pledged at Meeting to look at sites after election.  

· Council Tax increase of 4.9%. 

· Defra 12-18 months will consider food waste.  F Beardsmore commented the District Council should be making people aware of the new photo I.D. requirements. 
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· T Smitheman confirmed a further meeting of the Play Equipment Group would be organised. 
· Requested quote from Playdale for a replacement Team Swing. 
· T Smitheman and M Perks met Jane Green from the National Lottery today.  (Funding Phase 2).
· R Cope reported Maggie Quinn at the District Council was organising “Chill Clubs”.  

· The Clerk was requested to obtain clarification regarding photo I.D. – Many Senior Citizens have not got this documentation. 

· Member of the Public enquired regarding donations from the Parish Council. 
4)
POLICE MATTERS
· Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour Report Staffordshire Police for the period 6th January 2023 – 6th February 2023. 
Statistics
Burglary (residential): None.
Burglary (business): 09/01/2023 – Vernon Park, Featherstone 

Offices broken into and a laptop stolen.  Investigation completed and forensics attended but nothing found.  No suspect identified. 
Vehicle Crime: None.
Anti-Social Behaviour: 11/01/2023 
Youths being verbally abusive to patrons using the Community Centre.  PCSOs attended shortly after the incident and spoke to two known youths on the park.  One of the youths has since been issued with a Community Protection Warning. 
You said – we did:
Youths causing issues in the village.  PCSOs have spoken to parents and issued CPWs to those youths identified.  Parish Councillors, residents and staff in the shops have been updated.  Police still need to hear from the public if the issues continue.  Call 101 or complete the online form on the Staffordshire Police website by clicking on the ‘REPORT’ button.  
Policing operations of note:
Further operations to go ahead in the village to alleviate and stop the ASB from escalating. 
· Councillors received the Crime Statistic Report. 
· F Beardsmore said that the problem with youths was getting worse and he had visited shops and none wanted to be here.  No confidence in Police at present.  

· M Perks and B Clayton had a meeting with Chief Inspector C Cotton.  It was apparent that incidents were not being reported to the Police. 

· D Betts commented South Staffordshire Police had not got enough Police Officers to cover the area. 

· F Beardsmore gave details of a planned meeting with Chief Inspector Cotton and Gavin Williamson M.P.

· R Cope gave details of the Community Trigger Scheme and more information needs to be circulated by the District Council. 

· T Smitheman said this Parish was the third lowest for reporting incidents to Staffordshire Police. 

· Neighbourhood Watch Update. 

· F Beardsmore gave details of Police attendance at a neighbouring Parish when an incident occurred. 

5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from J Beardsmore.
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed (B Clayton), seconded (T Smitheman) and agreed that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 12th January 2023 be approved as a true and correct record. 
Resolved:
That the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 12th January 2023 be approved as a true and correct record.
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors R Tucker, T Smitheman, M Perks and J Brindle declared an interest in relation to all matters relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.  

8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Overgrown Hedges near Red, White and Blue
· The Clerk reported he had requested the Housing Association to check hedges on their land in the area. 
b) 
Mary Davidson
· F Beardsmore reported a Commemorative Tree would be planted in memory of Mary Davidson. 
c) 
Brinsford Park
· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, requested Councillors to review the Park and to discuss at the next Parish Council Meeting. 
d) 
Brinsford Lodge
· The Clerk to obtain an update regarding occupation numbers for the site. 
9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
· Several Highway issues raised with B Williams under County Councillor’s Report. 
· Highways England / SCC Highways around traffic island. 
The Clerk to request a copy of the Inspector’s Report for the A460 approach to the island and confirmation of costs incurred this financial year. 
10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
· The Clerk commented that Trustees of the Community Centre should not vote in any decision concerning financial matters relating to the Community Centre. 
· D Betts said the Handyman who was planting trees had accumulated rubbish which looked dreadful. 
· Meeting of Councillors arranged for the 2nd March 2023 at 6.45pm to review the work undertaken by the Litter Pickers. 
· M Perks mentioned the following:-
· Bookings increased. 

· Guitar Lessons.

· Children’s Party.

· Ladies Night. 

· New Brewery working well. 

· Carpet quotes – sent to insurers. 

· Letter to be sent to Strawberry Poppets and Zumba requesting they make their Signs safe and arrange removal. 
· M Perks outlined future possible use of the First Responders Room. 

11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· No details received. 
12)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· Kerry Bolister, Director of Development advised as follows:-
Firstly, some general points about garages – unless there are exceptional circumstances, we are choosing not to let garages to individuals currently.  We have to prioritise repairs to tenants who rent our homes so in general, repairs to garages will only take place where there are health and safety implications of not carrying out repairs – although we have also been demolishing garages where there are health and safety concerns.  Where a garage site cannot be redeveloped, some community groups have taken on full responsibility for garages by paying a nominal sum for a garage site in its existing condition.  At other sites, we have sold garages by paying a nominal sum for a garage site in its existing condition.  At other sites, we have sold garages to existing garage tenants – with tenants who rent our homes taking precedence as garages are treated as a social housing resource and, however, garages are disposed of.  We have to obtain an independent valuation as well as seek approval from South Staffordshire Council.  Where garages form the boundary to a property that is privately owned (whether or not that property is ex-right to buy), we have come to an agreement with the adjoining owner. 
We have recently sold garages at East Road (see attached plan).  We do not currently have any planning applications submitted to redevelop garage sites in the Parish.  

The Clerk to request a Site Meeting. 

13)
PLANNING

a) 
Planning Application Received
i) 22/01137/FUL
2 Penderell Close, Featherstone

Amended Plans for two storey rear extension.  
ii) 22/01192/FUL
Proposed Path, Network and Natural Play Features associated with the Nature and Outdoor Recreation Area
Moseley Old Hall, Old Hall Lane, Featherstone
14)
CORRESPONDENCE

· SSDC – Civic Dinner – 17th March 2023. 
· Bernard Williams – BBC Radio Stoke Make a Difference Award 2023. 
· Staffordshire Archives and Heritage Newsletter. 
· SSDC – Parish and District Council Election – Notice. 

· Gavin Williamson M.P. – Enquiry regarding Playground Development. 

· SCC – Temporary Planned Closure – East Road, Featherstone.

· SSDC – Digital Resources. 

· SSDC – Mandatory Training 106 requests and spend – J Brindle to attend.  

· Staffordshire Fire and Rescue – Register My Appliance. 
· SSDC – King’s Coronation – Schedule of Events. 
· Gavin Williamson M.P. – Meeting with Chief Inspector Cotton – Monday, 20th March 2023 – 10.00am. 
· SSDC – Chris Lander – Precept 2023/24 – Increase of £4.72 for Band D Property. 
· SPCA Bulletin. 
15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE
· M Griffiths – The Clerk confirmed he had contacted Mrs Griffiths regarding the First Responders Room. 
· Red, White and Blue – F Beardsmore to arrange a meeting. 
· T Smitheman gave a summary of the Meeting with Jane Green from the National Lottery. 
· Parish Newsletter – Agreed this matter to be discussed at the informal meeting to be held on the 2nd March 2023. 
16)
NEW PLAY EQUIPMENT
· Already reviewed. 
17)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Football Club Committee – Deferred. 
· Parish Clerk – Deferred. 

· Parish Newsletter – Deferred. 
18)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· Thursday, 9th March 2023.
19)
FINANCE
a) 
Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:
	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	03/02/2023
	003733
	South West Works
	2,448.00

	03/02/2023
	003734
	Inland Revenue
	436.45

	03/02/2023
	003735
	Parish Clerk
	1,060.00

	03/02/2023
	003736
	Litter Picker
	405.07

	03/02/2023
	003737
	Litter Picker
	411.67

	03/02/2023
	003738
	Litter Picker
	411.67

	03/02/2023
	003739
	Parish Handyman
	346.73

	16/02/2023
	003740
	HCI DATA
	85.00

	16/02/2023
	003741
	Support Staffordshire
	25.00

	16/02/2023
	003742
	SSDC
	745.19

	16/02/2023
	003743
	Jones Skip Hire
	669.96

	16/02/2023
	003744
	M Perks
	79.98

	
	
	TOTAL:
	£7,124.72




Resolved:
To issue the above cheques. 

The Meeting closed at 9.35pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman


______________________
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F Beardsmore, Chairman
______________________
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