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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held at 6.45pm on Thursday, 12th January 2023
in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre 
Present:
F Beardsmore, R Tucker, B Clayton, M Perks and T Smitheman 
Also Present: 
B Williams

PCSO T Nicholls

Six Members of the Public


R Young, Clerk to the Council 



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
B Williams mentioned the following:

· Employment vacancies at the County Council.
· Contacted Highways regarding outstanding issues. 
· Old Lane cleared by SSDC – Concerned residents throwing materials into lane.
· No update regarding Featherstone Lane and hedge retention adjacent to Brinsford Lodge Development.  F Beardsmore commented the hedge owned by Staffordshire County Council. 
· Have advised Mark Keeling at SCC regarding water accumulation on A460 opposite Red, White and Blue. 
· B Williams was requested to progress the following:-

· Featherstone Lane – Traffic Monitoring by New Road.
· Road Surface around M54/A460 island needs urgent attention.
· Old Lane needs a clean-up. 
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

· F Beardsmore reported the Boundary Changes deadline for comment was the 20th March 2023. 
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Members of the Public raised the following matters:-

· Speeding Vehicles (Boy Racers) problem in the Village.  
· Overgrown hedges side of the Red, White and Blue – Old Hall Road bushes pushing onto the road. 
B Williams agreed to contact SCC Highways regarding both locations having a problem with overgrown hedges. 

· The Parish Council were requested to mark the passing of Mary Davidson.
Park Update 
· F Beardsmore gave details of the Toddler Section Play Area. 
· Member of the Public complained that a Play Committee Meeting had not been arranged and informed of the equipment. 
T Smitheman gave details of the preferred play equipment. 

· Further section of play equipment to be considered when funding available. 

· F Beardsmore outlined plan to seek sponsorship from local companies for Phase 2. 

· Member of the Public requested a copy of the Code of Conduct adopted by the Parish Council. 

· Bus Passes – Local passes do not include rail travel – Enquiries to be made with SSDC.  
4)
POLICE MATTERS
· Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour Report 11th December 2022 – 10th January 2023. 
Burglary (residential):

Burglary (business): Lifestyle Express 20/12/22 – 17.02

Local youths enter the shop and took vapes from the counter and four cans of Red Bull, still being investigated, waiting on CCTV.  

Mac Group, Vernon Park 09/01/23 – 06.44

Break-in, damage to office door, laptop and TV taken. 

Vehicle Crime: Hilton Road 17/12/22 – Between 18.00 – 10.53

White transit broken into which was parked in bay.  A hole was cut in sliding door, items taken were a generator and saw.  

No CCTV and no witness. 

Anti-Social Behaviour: Cannock Road 11/12/22 – 18.18

Report of boy racers racing, road policing attended.

Hilton Road – 27/12/22 – 13.13

Three reports of youths knocking on door, CCTV checked but could not identify the two youths, all wearing black hoodies.  

Whitgreave Avenue 29/12/22 – 18.35

Report of some youths were messing around in the street; caller said they were causing harm.

Old Hall Lane 09/01/23 – 16.50

Asda delivery driver reported group of youths stole items out of the back of van, no CCTV. 

Cannock Road 09.01.23 – 21.26

Report of boy racers.

Criminal Damage: Cannock Road 12/12/22 – 22.08

Unknown group of youths by Red, White and Blue Public House throwing snowballs and rocks at a white Artic van.  The youths were wearing black hoodies.  Driver reporting damage to the windscreen.  

The same group messing about at Aizams lough knocking over planter.  

Brookhouse Close 19/12/22 – 22.00

Mercedes Works Van broken into, parked on car park opposite.  Side window was missing, silicone taken out, items taken head touch, work bag, tablet, passport, driving licence.  No CCTV working.  

· F Beardsmore mentioned the following:-
· Car Racing (Boy Racers) in Village. 

· Groups of youths coming into Featherstone causing problems. 

· Another Fire at the garages – PCSO T Nicholls to contact the Housing Association. 
5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from J Beardsmore, J Brindle, D Betts and V Lockley.
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed (T Smitheman), seconded (R Tucker) and agreed that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 8th December 2022 be approved as a true and correct record. 
Resolved:
That the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 8th December 2022 be approved as a true and correct record.
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors R Tucker, T Smitheman and M Perks declared an interest in relation to all matters relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.  

8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Brinsford Park
· Area requires fencing off and hedge cutting back.  Site visit to be arranged. 
b) 
Advertising Signage – Top of The Avenue opposite Post Office
· F Beardsmore to check if Signage removed. 
c) 
Christmas Service – Brinsford Prison
· R Tucker reported the Christmas Service went very well. 
d) 
Brinsford Lodge
· The Clerk reported that no reply had been received from Gregg Hodgett at Countryside Properties regarding house occupation and the Football Facility. 
· Football Facility to be implemented by early 2023. 

9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
· Traffic Enforcement requested to visit The Avenue regarding traffic parking abuse. 
· The Clerk to report damaged bollard on corner of The Avenue and South View Close. 
· B Williams requested to obtain update concerning the white lining of New Road. 

10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

Warm Hub
· Looking at donations from multiple retailers.
· F Beardsmore suggested the Parish Council cover the cost of the room for three months. 
· Kings Coronation Celebration to be considered. 

· Enquiries to be made with SSDC regarding grants available for CCTV at the Centre. 

· It was proposed, seconded and agreed the Parish Council should fund the Room Hire of £40.00 each month (January, February, March) for a Warm Hub at the Centre. 

Resolved:
To fund the provision of a Room for a Warm Hub at a total cost of £120.00.
To be reviewed in March 2023. 
· It was proposed, seconded and agreed that £100.00 should be donated to provide Tea, Coffee, etc. at the Warm Hub. 

Resolved:
To donate £100.00 to provide Tea, Coffee and drinks for the Warm Hub. 
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· No details received. 
12)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· The Clerk to contact the Housing Association regarding use and future plans for the garages in the Parish. 
13)
PLANNING

a) 
Planning Application Received
i) 22/01052/FUL
Covered Area (with Glass Roof) Office/Store
29 North Crescent, Featherstone
ii) 22/01137/FUL

Two Storey Rear Extension

2 Penderell Close, Featherstone

14)
CORRESPONDENCE

· Local Government Boundary Commission – Deadline for comment – 20th November 2023. 
· SSDC – Platinum Jubilee Fund. 
· SSDC – Parish Summit – 10th February 2023. 
· SPCA Bulletin. 

· Lower Penn Parish Council – Local Plan. 
· Staffordshire Fire and Rescue – Safety Poster. 
· SSDC – Chairman’s Charity Fund Raising Event – 27th January 2023. 
· SSDC – “Council Asks for Clarity on Government Proposal. 
· Park Injury Claim – Details forwarded to Insurers. 
15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE
· M Griffiths – The Clerk to contact Mrs Griffiths regarding the First Responders Room. 
· Greenaway Court Bollard damaged – Clerk to report.  
16)
NEW PLAY EQUIPMENT
· Discussed under Public Section. 
17)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
a) 
Football Club Committee
· Deferred until next Parish Council Meeting. 
b) 
Precept 2023-24
· The Parish Clerk gave a detailed report including Actual Receipts and Payments April 2022 – December 2022 plus a Forecast of Receipts and Payments to 31st March 2023 and 31st March 2024.  

· It was proposed (R Tucker), seconded (B Clayton) and agreed an increase of 9.45% be requested in the Precept for 2023-24. 

Resolved:
To request a Precept Requirement for 2023-24 with a 9.45% increase.
18)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· Thursday, 9th February 2023.
19)
FINANCE
a) 
Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre
· It was proposed, seconded and agreed to donate £1,000.00 to the Community Centre as working capital. 

Resolved:
To donate £1,000.00 to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 
b) 
Parish Council Bank Account Balance
· The Clerk confirmed the Parish Council Bank balance. 
a) 
Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:
	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	12/01/2023
	003721
	Jones Skips
	444.00

	12/01/2023
	003722
	South West Works
	2,448.00

	12/01/2023
	003723
	HMRC (PAYE)
	436.45

	12/01/2023
	003724
	Parish Clerk
	1,060.00

	12/01/2023
	003725
	Litter Picker
	411.67

	12/01/2023
	003726
	Litter Picker
	411.67

	12/01/2023
	003727
	Litter Picker
	405.07

	12/01/2023
	003728
	Parish Handyman
	346.73

	12/01/2023
	003729
	Parish Clerk’s Expenses
	14.10


	12/01/2023
	003730
	FHCC (Room Hire)
	120.00

	12/01/2023
	003731
	I Harvey (Warm Hub Drinks)
	100.00

	12/01/2023
	003732
	FHCC Donation
	1,000.00

	
	
	TOTAL:
	£7,197.69




Resolved:
To issue the above cheques. 

The Meeting closed at 9.45pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman


______________________
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F Beardsmore, Chairman
______________________
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