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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on the 13th January 2022 at 6.45pm 
in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre 
Present:
F Beardsmore, R Tucker, D Betts, V Lockley, C Stewart, T Smitheman, M Perks and J Brindle
Also Present: 
County Councillor B Williams

District Councillor R Cope


Eight Members of the Public 


 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
· The Chairman of the Parish Council, F Beardsmore, thanked Kerry Padmore for the help and assistance she had given to members of the Community.  F Beardsmore presented K Padmore with a Parish Shield as recognition of the help she had given. 

· Featherstone First Responders – Representative of Featherstone First Responders gave details of the need for advanced equipment to assist with vehicle route decisions.  Unit to cost £886.00.  

· It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (V Lockley) and agreed to donate £800.00 to Featherstone First Responders. 

Resolved:
To donate £800.00 to Featherstone First Responders. 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
B Williams reported the following:-
· County Council Budget to increase by 4.9%. 
· No knowledge of Highway Inspections to be managed by the County Council and not Amey.  Also, no additional funding made available for pavement repairs. 
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

R Cope commented regarding the following:-
· Eleven Councillors to attend Budget Meeting. 

· Housing Developments, Green Belt and the Local Plan. 

· Featherstone – Local Plan proposes a further 39 houses between now and 2038. 
· In South Staffordshire District, 9,500 houses to be developed. 

· Budget (Council Tax) – Proposing an extra £5.00. 
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
a) 
Red, White and Blue


Members of the Public gave their concerns regarding the closure and sale of the Red, White and Blue.  Also mentioned their wish for the Public House to be retained.  
R Cope commented as follows:-

· Advertised For Sale at £1.25M.

· Excluding land value £250K - £350K. 

· Need to prove not viable. 

· Public House needs to be advertised as a Public House for 12 months. 

· Need to set up a Social Enterprise Group and formulate a Business Plan. 

The Clerk confirmed the Parish Council’s interest has been registered and recorded at the District Council.  The Clerk to contact the District Council and request a valuation excluding the land (L Fowkes).  

b)
South Staffordshire Housing Association

Member of the Public outlined the problems experienced by their daughter with South Staffordshire Housing Association and the maintenance and poor management of the property where she lives.  Serious health and safety issues were outlined.  The Clerk to raise the issue with SSHA and bring matters to the attention of Phil Edge (Environmental Health) at South Staffordshire Council.  
4)
POLICE MATTERS

Police Report 12/12/2021 – 12/01/2022

Main headlines since the last meeting:-

· Vehicle Crime – 4 reports – Cannock Road, Hilton Road, Baneberry Drive and 2 x Hilton Lane.

· Local officers attended House to House, also looking for CCTV to identify the offenders. 

· Two reports of ASB – Op to take place targeting ASB and repeat areas of concern. 

· Stolen vehicle recovered from Featherstone between North Crescent and Olde Hall Road. 

· What are we asking you to do to increase community intelligence?  E.g. if there is a problem with drugs in Church Lane, do the other residents know, what have they seen/heard?  Feed it back in to us with times/dates the ASB/Criminal activity is taking place. 
· SOCIAL MEDIA – Smart Alerts / South Staffs Twitter.  Advertise next online surgery, face to face surgery and trending crimes. 

Poster at Featherstone Post Office for local drop-ins – Next surgery:-

· 18/1/2022 at Shareshill Post Office – 12.00pm – 13.00pm. 
· 20/1/2022 at Featherstone Post Office – 16.00pm – 17.00pm.

· K Wareham transferred to Lichfield area and replaced by Inspector Louise Booker. 
· F Beardsmore commented that residents complaining about parking by the school.

· Police drop-ins could be held at the Community Centre in the future. 

· Vehicles parked outside Londis Store blocking the pavement.  Clerk to notify police.  
5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from J Beardsmore.
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed (M Perks), seconded (R Tucker) and agreed that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 9th December 2021 be approved as true and correct record. 

Resolved:
That the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 9th December 2021 be approved as a true and correct record. 
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors T Smitheman, R Tucker and V Lockley declared an interest in relation to all matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.  

8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
County Councillor B Williams
F Beardsmore confirmed to  B Williams that Featherstone Lane traffic flow must be one-way. 
b) 
Midland Heart Housing Association
Meeting arranged for the 4th February 2022.  Clerk to request 2.30pm start.  Concerns regarding South View Crescent.  F Beardsmore, R Tucker and              T Smitheman to attend. 
c) 
Featherstone Academy
Meeting arranged with Adam Gatrad on Friday, 21st January 2022 at 2.30pm. 
d) 
Meeting with the Governor of Brinsford Prison
The Clerk reported all meetings suspended at present. 
e) 
Parish Council Vacancy
The Clerk to forward a Poster for the Vacancy to T Smitheman, J Brindle, D Betts and V Lockley. 
f) 
Oakwood Prison - Benches
The Clerk to request three two-seater benches for the Parish. 

9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
The Clerk to notify C Larvin the following:-
· Request to telephone D Betts regarding Old Lane (last house opposite the Community Centre) to arrange a Meeting. 
· White lining on Wilmott Close and Huddlestone Close badly faded. 
· B Williams had confirmed no additional funding available for Highways at present.  Also mentioned to B Williams the need to repair sunken trench across New Road by entrance to Prisons. 

· Waste Material on Brookhouse Lane – 50 metres on right from junction.  SSDC had replied waste on private land.  The Clerk to forward details to Bob Cope. 
· The Clerk to make a “Freedom of Information” request regarding the cost to the County Council to have Brookhouse Lane re-surfaced.
10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
· The Clerk to check that the Centre Building Insurance is on the Parish Council Policy and not the policy held by the Centre. 
· The Clerk to enquire regarding a current re-build cost of the Centre. 
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Attended five incidents. 
· First Responders will register Defibrillator with the relevant organisations. 
· Resident of Oaks Drive had agreed to have the Defibrillator installed by their property.  F Beardsmore and V Lockley to make contact. 
12)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· The Clerk to report concerns of Parish Council regarding Old Hall Road Flats, both the maintenance of the building, but also the amenity space. 
13)
PLANNING

a) 
Planning Applications Received
· 20/00959/COU
Oak Tree Caravan Site, New Road, Featherstone
Change of Use to site 24, Gypsy Pitches – Retention of timber amenity building. 
R Cope reported application was correct layout of existing site. 

· 21/01309/FUL and 21/0130/LBC
Moseley Old Hall Cottage
Single and double storey extensions, replace kitchen window with double door. 
· 21/01269/FUL

5 Hilton Road, Featherstone
Bog Boarding / Grooming
R Cope reported SSDC Environmental at SSDC not supporting application. 

b) 
Royal Ordnance Site
· This item was deferred. 
c) 
Brinsford Lodge Development
The Clerk reported the following:-
· Nichola Windebank at SSDC Enforcement requested details (days, times, vehicle registration number) of HGV’s not complying with designated route.   
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, to contact. 

· R Cope and R Tucker had meeting today with Site Manager regarding HGV’s not complying with designated route and using The Avenue/Brookhouse Lane route.  Also reported signage missing.  
14)
CORRESPONDENCE

· Staffordshire Archive and Heritage Newsletter. 

· SSDC – Open Space Scheme 2022. 

· S Graham – Brinsford Bench moved. 

· Kath Perry – M54 Concrete Renewal. 

· National Highways – M54 Junctions 2-3 and 4-5 Concrete Renewal Work. 

· SPCA – Bulletin. 

· It was proposed (T Smitheman), seconded (V Lockley) and agreed to extend the Meeting finishing time to 9.40pm.  
Resolved:
To extend the Meeting until 9.40pm. 
15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE
· Request for the hedge bordering, Park and Play area, East Road, Brinsford to be cut back– Clerk to check with C Larvin if Highways responsibility. 
· Bags of Grit.  It was proposed, seconded and agreed the Parish Clerk should purchase 30 x 20kg bags of Rock Salt Grit to be delivered to J Brindle.  
Resolved:
To purchase 30 x 20kg bags of Rock Salt Grit.  
· It was proposed, seconded and agreed a Union Flag and St George Flag be purchased. 
Resolved:
To purchase a St George Flag and Union Flag. 
· Additional Dog Waste Bin – The Clerk reported he had telephoned Bob Taylor at SSDC and left a message to reply.  No reply to date.  
· Litter Pickers’ Contracts – Ongoing.
· Waste material including a refrigerator and rubble on Brookhouse Lane 50 metres on right from junction from Featherstone.  SSDC replied on private land.  Clerk to forward details to R Cope.  
16)
JUBILEE CELEBRATION – PLANT A TREE
This item deferred to next meeting. 
17)
MOBILE FISH AND CHIP VAN

This item deferred to next meeting. 
18)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday, 10th February 2022. 
19)
FINANCE
a) 
Precept Requirement 2022-2023
The Clerk circulated to Councillors an actual Receipts and Payments Schedule for the period April 2021 – December 2021 plus a Forecast of Receipts and Payments to the 31st March 2022. 
It was proposed (R Tucker) and seconded (J Brindle) to increase the Precept by 3½%. 
Counter Proposal (D Betts), seconded (V Lockley) to increase the Precept by 3%.  

For Proposal: 4   Against Proposal:  4   for 3% increase. 

The Chairman, F Beardsmore, gave a casting vote in favour of 3½%. 
Resolved:
To request an increase in the Precept of 3½% for the year 2022/2023.
b) 
Cheque Payments
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:-
	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	13/01/2022
	003629
	Litter Picker
	71.28

	13/01/2022
	003630
	Parish Clerk
	1,000.00

	13/01/2022
	003631
	Litter Picker
	386.10

	13/01/2022
	003632
	Litter Picker
	386.10

	13/01/2022
	003633
	Litter Picker
	384.70

	13/01/2022
	003634
	Parish Handyman
	346.73

	13/01/2022
	003635
	HMRC (PAYE)
	408.79

	13/01/2022
	003636
	Clerk – Printing
	13.42

	13/01/2022
	003637
	Jones Skip
	745.20

	13/01/2022
	003638
	Featherstone First Responders
	800.00

	
	
	TOTAL:
	£4,542.32




Resolved:
To issue the above cheques. 
The Meeting closed at 9.40pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman


______________________
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F Beardsmore, Chairman
______________________
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