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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on the 17th February 2022 at 6.45pm 
in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre 
Present:
F Beardsmore, R Tucker, C Stewart, J Brindle, V Lockley, M Perks and 
T Smitheman
Also Present: 
Two Members of the Public 

R Young, Clerk to the Council 



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
· The Chairman of the Parish Council, F Beardsmore, thanked Isla Harvey and Trudy Nichols for the help and assistance they gave to a Senior Citizen who was taken ill on the street in the Parish during the Covid pandemic.  F Beardsmore presented Isla Harvey and Trudy Nichols with a Parish Shield as recognition of the help they had given, including CPR to the Senior Citizen after his heart attack.   
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
· No matters reported. 
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

a) 
F Beardsmore
· Gave an update regarding the Red, White and Blue Public House including the option for a Community Group to bid for the building. 
· Report that District Councillors are not happy with the proposed Boundary Changes.  
· Local Plan – The Clerk to obtain confirmation from K Harris that forty nine houses will be allocated to Featherstone.  
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· Isla Harvey requested the Parish Council to consider the following celebrations and events:- 
· Remembrance Day. 

· Funding Christmas Lights (Chapel to the School on Lampposts). 

· Queen’s Jubilee – Party on the Green at the Community Centre. 

· Christmas Tree by the Memorial. 

· Parish Litter Picker mentioned the need to get a new smaller trolley. 
4)
POLICE MATTERS
· The Clerk had circulated to Councillors the Staffordshire Police Crime Report for the period 13th January 2022 – 13th February 2022. 
· Councillors commented as follows:-
· Not all incidents included in Crime Report. 

· Councillor informed Police of drunken driver but Police failed to follow up. 

· No visual presence of Police in Village. 

· Could Police Surgeries be held at the Community Centre in future with adequate note given. 

5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from D Betts, J Beardsmore, R Cope and B Williams.
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed (T Smitheman), seconded (J Brindle) and agreed that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 13th January 2022 be approved as a true and correct record, subject to 13a – Planning Applications Received; delete: Bog Boarding.  Include: Dog Boarding.
Resolved:
That the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 13th January 2022 be approved as a true and correct record, subject to one amendment. 
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors T Smitheman, R Tucker and V Lockley declared an interest in relation to all matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.  

8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Red, White and Blue
· The Clerk to obtain clarification as to whether the site for sale can be split between land and building. 
· Public Meeting to be arranged. 

· The Clerk to obtain further advice from Plunket. 

· The Clerk to contact SSDC again regarding legal advice. 

b) 
South Staffordshire Housing Association
· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, reported that SSHA had visited their property requiring improvement to health and safety twice.  
c) 
County Councillor B Williams
The Chairman requested the Clerk to enquire with B Williams regarding progress to make Featherstone Lane.
d) 
Midland Heart Housing Association
The Clerk to arrange a replacement meeting. 
e) 
Meeting with the Governor of Brinsford Prison
The Clerk reported it was hoped a meeting could be confirmed for March 2022. 
f) 
Parish Council Vacancies
T Smitheman confirmed the two vacancies on the Parish Council were to represent the Brisford Ward.  The Clerk confirmed details were included on the website and posters available for Noticeboards. 
g) 
Oakwood – Prison Benches
The Clerk reported that three benches would be delivered to the Community Centre on Friday, 18th February 2022. 
h) 
Featherstone Academy
· M Perks gave a resume of the meeting with the Head Teacher, Adam Gatrod, on the 21st January 2022.  The Chairman, F Beardsmore, also attended.  
· Councillors reviewed the traffic issue in the vicinity of the Academy regarding parking and H.G.V.’s on route to the Brinsford Development Site.  
· Jubilee Celebration

· Children’s Drawing/Painting Competition to reflect the Village, Academy and Jubilee.  The Winner from class to be awarded a £20.00 book voucher. 
Resolved:
To gift a £20.00 book token to each class winner of the drawing/painting competition.
· The Clerk to enquire with the Head Teacher regarding the number of children and teachers at the Academy with intention of gifting a Jubilee Mug to children and teachers.  

· It was proposed, seconded and agreed the Clerk should order the number of Jubilee Mugs advised by the Academy plus an additional 75 Jubilee Mugs.  
Resolved:
To order the quantity of Jubilee Mugs advised by the Academy plus an additional 75 Mugs. 
9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
· M6 Traffic Island – Sequence of Traffic Lights needs adjusting as causes traffic build-up on A460 back to M54 island. 
· The Clerk to check if C Larvin had been in contact with D Betts regarding Old Lane. 

· Waste Material on Brookhouse Lane – 50 metres on right from junction.  Clerk to check with Catherine Gutteridge at SSDC regarding Tidy-Up Order. 

· The Clerk to forward a Freedom of Information request regarding which official “sign off” the new surface on Brookhouse Lane.  
10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
· Meeting of Management Committee planned for next week. 
· V Lockley enquired as to whether Cage panels had been inspected referring to an email received from a member of the Public. 
· V Lockley asked who held a key to the Community Centre?  Confirmed no Hall Users had a key for access, only nominated Keyholders. 
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Attended five incidents.  
12)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· No further matters raised. 
13)
PLANNING

a) 
Planning Applications Received
· 21/00919/VAR
Variation to Condition 4 of approval 19/00919/FUL to require the completion of the road widening, additional street lighting and relocation of the 30mph speed limit prior to the occupation of 30 No. dwellings. 
Brinsford Lodge, East Road, Brinsford
The Clerk to enquire with Tom Cannon as to the width of the road and timescale. 

· 22/00077/FUL
Single storey rear and first floor side extension.
19 Sorrel Close, Featherstone
b) 
Planning Documentation
· Enforcement Cases received January 2022 and Enforcement Cases closed in January 2022. 
14)
CORRESPONDENCE

· Staffordshire Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2022-2027.
· South Staffordshire Libraries News – March 2022. 
· Partner Discussion Forum – Your Community Safety Forum Locality 3. 

· SSDC – Need for Charging Points. 

· SPCA – Bulletin. 
· Donation Request – St Luke and St Mary’s Church – Burial Ground. 
· SCC – Diversion of Vehicular Traffic, Pendeford Mill Lane, Codsall – 

14th-18th March 2022.
· SCC – Diversion of Vehicular Traffic, Wood Lane, Codsall – 20th March 2022. 

· Kath Perry – Street Closures for Jubilee Street Parties.   
15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE
· Poor condition of pavement on Hilton Road towards School – Clerk to report. 
· Dog Fouling on Baneberry Drive and Brookhouse Lane.  Clerk to enquire with SSDC regarding enforcement. 
· Request for the hedge bordering, Park and Play Area, East Road, Brinsford to be cut back.  Clerk to enquire with SSHA. 

· Additional Dog Waste Bin.  The Clerk reported Bob Taylor had returned telephone call and said he could not agree to the emptying of an additional dog waste bin. 
· Litter Picker Contracts – Ongoing. 
16)
a)
Jubilee Celebration – Plant a Tree 
· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, mentioned he had discussed this proposal with the Parish Handyman.
b)
Mobile Fish and Chip Van
· This item was deferred. 

c) 
Donations
· T Smitheman said the Parish Council need to be consistent regarding Donations and an application form needed to be completed.  Also said applications should not be decided when the applicant is present.  T Smitheman also commented a £250.00 limit had been agreed. 
· The Clerk to draft another Donation Application Form for consideration.  The Clerk mentioned that all Donation Recipients should provide copy documentation (i.e. invoices) confirming how the donation had been used. 
· R Tucker commented that applicants such as First Responders should also request donations from other Parish Councils/Organisations. 
d) 
Bus Stop by Brinsford Lodge Development 
· This item was deferred. 
17)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday, 10th March 2022. 
18)
FINANCE
a) 
Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:-
	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	17/02/2022
	003640
	Came and Co
	328.45

	17/02/2022
	003641
	Hampshire Flag
	177.95

	17/02/2022
	003642
	R Young
	1,000.00

	17/02/2022
	003643
	C Hill
	386.10

	17/02/2022
	003644
	K Parkes
	386.10

	17/02/2022
	003645
	K Malpass
	384.70

	17/02/2022
	003646
	D Webb
	346.73

	17/02/2022
	003647
	K Malpass
	71.28

	17/02/2022
	003648
	Inland Revenue
	408.79

	17/02/2022
	003649
	Litter Picker Items
	28.60

	
	
	TOTAL:
	£3,518.70




Resolved:
To issue the above cheques. 
b)     Community Centre Insurance Valuation

                      The Clerk to arrange an insurance valuation of the Community Centre with a

                       Professional fee limit of £500.00.

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL

19)
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS

· J Brindle asked if Parish Council Meetings could be on the second Thursday of the month. 
The Meeting closed at 9.46pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman


______________________
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F Beardsmore, Chairman
______________________







Page 2/7
F Beardsmore, Chairman

