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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held at 6.45pm on Thursday, 14th July 2022
in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre 
Present:
F Beardsmore, V Lockley, C Stewart, R Tucker, T Smitheman, M Perks, D Betts, 

J Brindle and B Clayton 
Also Present: 
County Councillor B Williams

District Councillor R Cope


Five Members of the Public


R Young, Clerk to the Council 



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed that Brian Clayton be co-opted as a Parish Councillor for Featherstone and Brinsford Parish Council. 

Resolved:
To co-opt Brian Clayton as a Parish Councillor for Featherstone and Brinsford Parish Council.
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
County Councillor, B Williams, commented regarding the following:-
· New in-house system at County Council regarding highways repairs. 
· Drain covers stolen – New stock on order. 

· Contacted Andrew Marsden (SCC Education) for Zoom Meeting to discuss pupil places – Clerk to arrange meeting. 

· F Beardsmore enquired about meeting with M Keeling – Featherstone Lane. 

· Brinsford Lodge – Road widening in next two weeks. 

· J Brindle asked about closure of drop-in centres.  
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

a) 
District Councillor R Cope
R Cope commented as follows:-
· Update – Potential design options for A449.

· Presentation to District Council by Highways England.

· A M Brannigan available for presentation to Parish Councils. 

· Last Car Boot – 66% of site to be planted with trees. 

3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· Reviewed Green Bin emptying and operation of Scheme. 
· Tree/Hedges on New Road (left side going down).  The Clerk to enquire with SCC Highways as to who is responsible for maintenance. 

· Carpet renewal – Community Centre. 

· Kevin Blair – Chairman of Red, White and Blue Community Group.  Gave detailed update and need to join Plunkett.  Need a budget of £500.00 to progress, including membership of Plunkett.  Bob Cope commented the Red, White and Blue must be on the market at realistic price and twelve month period starts when planning application submitted. 

· It was proposed (M Perks), seconded (J Brindle) and agreed the Parish Council should pay the £240.00 for membership of Plunkett. 

Resolved:
To pay the £240.00 membership fee to Plunkett. 
· It was proposed (M Perks), seconded (J Brindle) and agreed the Parish Clerk should submit an offer of £350,000 for the Red, White and Blue on behalf of the Red White and Blue Group.  

Resolved:
That the Clerk submit an offer of £350,000 for the Red, White and Blue. 
C Stewart voted against the proposal.  

B Clayton Declared an Interest and did not vote. 
4)
POLICE MATTERS
· Email from Julia Webb with potential dates for Police Surgeries. 
· M Perks said a Police Sergeant had agreed to come to the Community Centre.     F Beardsmore commented a meeting was needed. 

· V Lockley said we need the PCSO’s to walk the Parish. 

5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from J Beardsmore.
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed (T Smitheman), seconded (D Betts) and agreed that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 14th July 2022 be approved as a true and correct record.
Resolved:
That the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 14th July 2022 be approved as a true and correct record.
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors T Smitheman, R Tucker, B Clayton and M Perks declared an interest in relation to all matters relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.  

8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Weed Spraying in Parish
· District Council will do one-off weed sprays – Clerk to enquire regarding cost. 
· Timing of SCC Highways weed spraying is incorrect.  Need to request weed sprays in March-April. 

b)
Parish Vacancy
· At present there is one Parish Council vacancy. 
c)
South Staffordshire Housing Association – Olde Hall Court
· M Perks confirmed he had met Claire Chapman (South Staffordshire Environmental Officer) at Olde Hall Court. 
· Tenant out in front of courtyard. 

· Dog needed to be controlled. 

· Stairs needed clearance. 

· Seven day clean-up. 

d)
Featherstone Academy
· Meeting to be arranging with SCC Education Department concerning pupil places. 
9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
· SCC Highways confirmed they have an order replacement drain covers for those which had been stolen. 
· Road Sign out of ground on Whitgreave Avenue reported to C Larvin (SCC) who replied they have no signs at this location. 
· The Clerk to report to M Keeling/C Larvin the poor condition and obstructions on Olde Hall Lane which is a serious Health and Safety risk to Senior Citizens who tend to use this route to the Doctor’s Surgery. 
· R Tucker commented he was surprised and disappointed at comments of             M Keeling concerning delivery/construction traffic not using the designated route to the Brinsford Lodge site. 
· The Clerk to ask County Councillor Williams (Cabinet Member for Highways) how many individuals/companies had been fined for not using the designated route to the Brinsford Lodge site.  
· Clerk to enquire with SCC Highways regarding any plan to close  Malayan Way. 
10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

M Perks reported the following:-
· Review of Door Security. 
· Fire Door needs attention. 
· D Betts said fencing around play area needs to be made secure. 
· F Beardsmore confirmed replacement Heating Boiler quotes to be updated and radiators being inspected. 
· Gas and Electric tariffs reviewed. 
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Attended four incidents. 
12)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· Garages – Off Olde Hall Road – Clerk to enquire as to future plans for garages as not in use. 
· South View Close – The Alleyway to Bungalows need clearance of vegetation to have access to waste bins.  

· Blue Alley – Vegetation need cutting back. 

· Report increase in Car Maintenance outside domestic properties. 

· Email from Martin Wallace – Estates Officer, confirming he will inspect street lights on Hilton Road with branches obscuring light and overgrown hedges around play area at Brinsford. 

13)
PLANNING

a) 
Planning Applications Received
i)
22/00368/FUL

Retrospective Application for a proposed gym room and shed. 

14 Dunlin Drive, Featherstone

ii)
22/00464/OTHERS


Solar PV System – 222.50kwp in size and will be installed on the rooftops at the mentioned site. 

W Brindley (Garages) Limited, Cat and Kitten Lane, Slade Heath

iii)
22/00603/FUL


First Floor Side Extension


4 Primrose Gardens, Featherstone

b) 
Planning Enforcement
i) 22/00262/Tidy up 
Alleged Untidy Land and Buildings

21 The Avenue, Featherstone

c) 
Brinsford Lodge Development
· The Clerk to contact Ben Williams at Countryside Properties regarding the following:-
· Notify New Residents on site have requested a bus stop. 

· Have notices been sent to Contractors regarding use of the designated route, and have larger signs been obtained for this route?
14)
CORRESPONDENCE

· A Aston (SSDC) Fly Tipping Presentation.  Clerk to organise attendance at meeting.

· G Williamson M.P. – Copy of email from J Bayliss regarding closure play area. 

· Staffordshire Fire Service – Outdoor Safety. 

· SPCA Bulletin.
· Stopping Up of Highway at Hilton Cross Business Park – Department of Transport.
· Commissioners Press Office – Perception Survey. 

· SCC – Proposed alteration of Speed Limit (Cat and Kitten Lane) and extent of proposed 24 hr rural clearway (New Link Road). 

· SSDC – Invitation to Garden Croquet – 14th September 2022.  £20.00 per ticket. 
· Staffordshire Archives and Heritage Newsletter.  
· SSDC – Chairman’s Charity Burns Night Celebration – 27th January 2023.  
15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE
· Fence at 45 degree angle along Red, White and Blue land area adjacent to path – Clerk to notify owners. 
· Request for donation to help maintain area around Featherstone Chapel.
It was proposed (M Perks), seconded (J Brindle) and agreed to donate £200.00 towards the cost of maintaining the area around Featherstone Chapel.

Resolved:
To donate £200.00 towards Ground Maintenance costs at Featherstone Chapel. 
· Play Equipment
T Smitheman mentioned the following:-
· Quotations obtained in 2019 in the region of £50,000.
· Expects revised quotation to be £60,000.

· Public Meeting attended by 25 Parishioners. 

· Clerk to review options regarding grants. 

16)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Christmas Tree and Lights.
17)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· Wednesday, 10th August 2022. 
18)
FINANCE
a) 
Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:
	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	09/06/2022
	003570
	Parish Handyman (Replacement cheque)
	346.73

	09/06/2022
	003571
	Litter Picker (Replacement cheque)
	411.67

	14/07/2022
	003572
	Jones Skips
	1,029.60

	14/07/2022
	003573
	A J Gallagher – Community Centre Insurance
	398.59

	14/07/2022
	003574
	A J Gallagher – Parish Council Insurance
	1,981.81

	14/07/2022
	003575
	Khoo Seller
	36.00

	14/07/2022
	003576
	Dor 2 Dor
	265.80

	14/07/2022
	003577
	Parish Clerk
	1,060.00

	14/07/2022
	003578
	Litter Picker
	411.67

	14/07/2022
	003579
	Litter Picker
	411.67

	14/07/2022
	003580
	Litter Picker
	405.07

	14/07/2022
	003581
	Parish Handyman
	346.73

	14/07/2022
	003582
	Sage Payroll
	207.00

	14/07/2022
	003583
	Clerk – Mileage
	15.30

	14/07/2022
	003584
	Parish Handyman Purchases
	401.91

	14/07/2022
	003585
	Litter Picker – Additional Hours
	109.25

	14/07/2022
	003586
	Featherstone Chapel
	200.00

	
	
	TOTAL:
	£8,038.80




Resolved:
To issue the above cheques. 
b) 
Parish Bank Account Balance
The Clerk confirmed the balance of the Parish Council Bank Account. 
c) 
Standing Orders
It was proposed (T Smitheman), seconded (R Tucker) and agreed that the Parish Council adopts Standing Orders for the coming year.  
Resolved:
Agreed to adopt Standing Orders for the coming year. 
The Meeting closed at 9.43pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman


______________________







Page 1/9

F Beardsmore, Chairman
______________________
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