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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on the 14th April 2022 at 6.45pm 
in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre 
Present:
F Beardsmore, R Tucker, V Lockley, J Brindle, C Stewart and T Smitheman 
Also Present: 
District Councillor R Cope


PCSO Theresa Nicholl

R Young, Clerk to the Council 



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
· No matters reported. 
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

i) District Councillor R Cope mentioned the following:-
· Attended Meeting regarding Local Plan. 

· Minimum of 39 houses on Safeguarding land. 

· Need to contribute 4,000 houses for the Black Country. 

· Waste.

· Reviewed number of calls made to Staffordshire County Council and South Staffordshire Council about waste. 

· The Parish Clerk reported National Highways had inspected Brookhouse Lane and asked Staffordshire County Council to remove the waste as they are responsible for surface waste. 

· Job Club to be closed.  The Clerk to send a letter/e-mail of thanks to R Cope and Val Chapman. 

ii) District Councillor F Beardsmore reported the boundary changes proving very difficult to explain to Parishioners. 
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· No matters raised. 
4)
POLICE MATTERS
· Crime Report for the period 13th March 2022 – 13th April 2022. 
· Cannock Road, Westcroft, A460, M54.
· 5 – reports of boy racers racing each other around the islands at M54 Westcroft, Cannock Road, A460.
· Prosecutors and Fixed penalties were issued by road policing teams and local officers. 
· ASB related incidents reported 5 – Neighbour dispute Widgeon Grove

Shouting and wearing from neighbour over pet barking.

The Avenue.  Local’s kids fighting when coming off school bus, dispute which took place at school. 
Cannock Road – Report of two local men found drunk, took home by officers. 

The Avenue – white moped was seen with number plate covered up with cardboard with no helmet riding by the school. 

Off ride bike been ridden in South Crescent

Dark Lane – Reports of off road bikes being ridden in fields. 

Neighbour from Old Hall Lane, complaining of neighbour fixing vehicle outside garages, an assault took place, South Staffordshire Housing informed.

· In regards to Vehicle Crime – A Kia Sportage stolen from Spires Croft, Shareshill.
· Attempt….to steal Motor Home on driveway in Parks Road, Offenders opened the door and snapped the cover. 

· Dark Lane – Push bike stolen from back of property, gate damaged, access gained from the fields. 

Criminal Damage – Featherstone Community Centre damage to toilets, youths were seen entering the building. 

· Smart alerts/social media such as Facebook and Twitter – For local crime trends and crime prevention advice. 

· Any questions that haven’t been covered?  Feel free to email me. 

· Other Policing Matters

· PCSO Nicholl read out a Statement regarding APR.

· R Cope mentioned “Community Trigger” and need for South Staffordshire Council to take an initiative. 

· Reviewed option to lock toilets at the Community Centre to stop teenagers causing problems. 

· Availability of Crime Prevention Officer, T Nicholl, to confirm dates available to come to Parish Council Meeting. 
· T Nicholl provided dates for Police Surgeries.  F Beardsmore to review. 

· Reviewed Parking outside School. 

· R Tucker mentioned HGVs used Bookhouse Lane as a route. 
5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from D Betts, J Beardsmore and M Perks.
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 17th March 2022 be approved as a true and correct record.
Resolved:
That the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 17th March 2022 be approved as a true and correct record.
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors T Smitheman, R Tucker, V Lockley and J Brindle declared an interest in relation to all matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.  

8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Local Plan
· K Harris confirmed the following:-
We have been clear throughout the last Core Strategy and Site Allocations Document, and again now in the Local Plan Review, numbers in Local Plans documents are always a minimum.  This is necessary to accord with national planning policy to allow for the most efficient use of development land.  Most allocation sites come in at application stage for higher than allocated, but must always accord with good design principles, open space requirements, space about dwellings standards etc., and be in keeping with local character.  

R Cope could only go as high as 42 as need to have amenity space. 
b)
Red, White and Blue
· F Beardsmore said spoken to Plunkett – Need Legal Advice and that we have let down Parishioners regarding the Red, White and Blue. 
· R Cope mentioned the following:-

What do the Community want to do.  Only want the building not the land and there needs to be a will to progress the project.  R Cope explained the planning implications. 

· F Beardsmore mentioned the following:-

Need a Public Meeting. 

Plunkett will advise regarding value.  Clerk to contact.  

Need costing for leaflet distribution. 

· The Clerk reported it had been difficult to arrange a meeting at SSDC for Legal/ Planning advice and that a planned meeting had been cancelled by the District Council.

c)
South Staffordshire Housing Association
· The Clerk to rearrange proposed meeting with Claire Chapman, Environmental Health Officer at South Staffordshire Council regarding Olde Hall Court. 
d)
County Councillor B Williams
· The Clerk to enquire again with B Williams regarding progress to make Featherstone Lane one way.
e)
Midland Heart Housing Association
· The Clerk to arrange a revised date for a meeting with Katie Merriman (MHHA).
f)
Meeting with the Governor of Brinsford Prison
· R Tucker and T Smitheman mentioned the following:-
· Meeting attended by Governor. 

· Getting back to normal after Covid. 

· Staff Retention an issue. 

· Governor would like to attend a future Parish Council Meeting.  Clerk to confirm dates of next three meetings. 

g)
Featherstone Academy
· Adam Gatrod confirmed the judging of the Drawing/Painting Competition could take place after Easter. 
h)
M Griffiths
· The Clerk was requested to forward a bereavement/condolence card to             Mrs Griffiths on the passing of M Griffiths. 

· Proposal to have a road name change to “Michael Griffiths Way” failed.  
9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
· The Clerk to report a massive pothole on the M54 traffic island to SCC Highways. 
· The Clerk reported he had requested National Highways to check the timing sequence of the traffic lights on the M6/A460 traffic island.
· Brookhouse Lane – Re-surfacing – Freedom of Information reply as follows:

Thank you for your request for information. 

Please find information provided by the relevant service team(s) below. 

“Brookhouse Lane, Featherstone has been inspected yet again.  The latest inspection was carried out by one of our Supervisors.  He reports that the length of the lane where it has been surfaced dressed is good and free of any remedials. 
The junction area that was, and apparently still is, taking a battering from the heavy construction traffic.  This is still going on and is going to deteriorate whilst this work goes on.  Unfortunately, there is little we can do.  The prep/repair works that we did after the dressing around the junction area is holding up and still okay. 
Once the housing/building works is completed, we would then be able to return and tidy the junction area up. 
The site has been inspected some four times now since it was dressed, with the same conclusion, that at the moment there is nothing to be done. 
The site was checked on 9th December (Team Leader)
The site was checked on 3rd February (Team Leader

The site was checked on 22nd March (Supervisor)
The Contractor has been out on more than one occasion to my Preventative Maintenance Operations Manager’s knowledge”. 
Please note that the names of council and contractor employees who can reasonably expect that their personal information, including names, will not be released are withheld under section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act and associated Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) guidance. 

If you have any comments relating to how your request has been handled by our authority, you should contact us in the first instance.  Send your comment or complaint to:

Access to Information Team Manager, Access to Information Team, Staffordshire County Council, 1 Staffordshire Place, Stafford, ST16 2DH or email accessinformation@staffordshire.gov.uk 

If you then have further comments relating to how your request has been handled by our authority, please contact the Information Commissioner, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, or Make a complaint | ICO 

10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

The following items were reported:-
· Hall rental rates increased. 
· M Perks appointed Chairman.
· Minutes to be circulated. 
· Litter problem reviewed. 
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Five responses attended.  
12)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· The Clerk reported he had notified the Housing Association of the need to cut back the hedge and repair the fencing bordering the park at Brinsford.  This matter to be raised at the meeting with Environmental Health/SSHA.
13)
PLANNING

a) 
Enforcement Cases
· 22/00118/BOC
Hilton Cross Business Park

Alleged breach of condition 20/01078/FUL regarding failure to comply with TP conditions. 

b) 
Planning Applications
· 22/00366/FUL
39 Cannock Road, Featherstone

Proposed single storey side bedroom extension, single storey front bedroom/hall/ office extension, detached garden room to rear and front extension to existing garage. 

· 22/00271/FUL

1 Jackson Close, Featherstone

Two storey side extension, single and two storey rear extension.

· 22/00360/FUL
27 Primrose Gardens, Featherstone

Proposed single storey rear extension, two storey side extension, new bay window porch and garage conversion. 

· 22/00158/FUL

1 Sorrel Close, Featherstone

Proposed side and rear extensions. 
c) 
Brinsford Lodge Development
· Provision of Bus Stop – The Clerk reported he had contacted Helen Neadle at Countryside Partnerships PLC confirming the bus stop was needed on the development side of the road.  H Neadle commented that local residents had stated they did not require a bus stop.  The Clerk to re-confirm that the Parish Council require a bus stop on the development side of the road. 
d) 
Royal Ordinance Factory Site
i) Kelly Harris
Many thanks for your email.  We met with St Francis back in January 2022 in order to discuss the details of what would need to be included in the Reserved Matters application for the site, and some potential changes to the internal layout of the site to accommodate specific end users.  At that time, they indicated an intention to submit that in the summer 2022 and I have had no update since this time.  It is my understanding that they would like to get consent this year to be underway with construction as soon as possible after that, as they have end users lined up for later next year.  As and when we get the Reserved Matters application, you will be notified.  
ii) Grant Mitchell
Kelly has asked me to respond to your query as the person closest to this delivery of the former ROF Featherstone site at the moment. 

We did apply to the Government last year for Levelling Up Funding to part fund the access road and despite the Government recognising the strength of the bid, we were unfortunately unsuccessful.  Since then we have been in dialogue with the developers, St Francis Group, who have indicated that due to a number of positive changes in their development plans, they are confident of being able to meet the entire cost of that access road without needing public money and are ploughing on to bring the site forward as soon as possible.  
14)
CORRESPONDENCE

· The Circuit – Defibrillator registered. 
· Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service – Accidental Dwelling Fires. 
· Staffordshire Archives and Heritage Newsletter. 
· Domain Registry Service. 
· SPCA – Bulletin. 
· SSDC – Brian Edwards Awards. 
· South Staffordshire Review – Publication of Final Recommendations. 

· Local Boundary Commission for England – Final Recommendations. 
· SSDC – Completed S.106 – 21/00948/FUL – Unit D, Vernon Park, Featherstone.
· Local Council Audit – Audit Date 30th June 2022. 
15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE
· The Clerk to produce a Poster regarding the location of the Defibrillator. 
· V Lockley reported resident of Brinsford thanked the Parish Council for the Defibrillator. 

· Litter Pickers – Additional Trolley to be reviewed. 

· Jubilee Celebration Tree – Parish Handyman in contact with Forestry of Mercia and reviewing planting locations.  Jubilee Trees no cost. 

· Street Light – New Road – T Smitheman to confirm the number of street lights needing attention. 

· Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre – V Lockley reported a section of guttering needs attention. 

· Sports Cage – V Lockley confirmed welding completed but need 7-8 bolts.             J Brindle agreed to supply.
· Play Park at Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre in need of attention as follows:-

· Soft Tarmac in need of repair. 
· T Smitheman commented equipment needs to be removed. 

· Need to stop access to play section. 
· It was proposed, seconded and agreed to advertise on Facebook that the Play Area next to the Community Centre is closed. 
Resolved:
To confirm on Facebook that the Play Area adjacent to the Community Centre is closed. 
· The Clerk to review options for grants. 
· T Smitheman to review play equipment options. 

· Play Equipment options to be discussed further at next month’s Parish Council Meeting. 

16)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Mobile Fish and Chip Van – Deferred.

· Christmas Tree and Lights – Deferred. 
17)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday, 12th May 2022. 
18)
FINANCE
a) 
Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:
	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	14/04/2022
	003541
	John the Welder ( CouncillorJ Brindle)
	200.00

	14/04/2022
	003542
	SPCA
	517.19

	14/04/2022
	003543
	Impact China Ltd
	1,977.60

	14/04/2022
	003544
	South Staffordshire Council
	413.35

	14/04/2022
	003545
	Parish Clerk
	1,060.00

	14/04/2022
	003546
	Litter Picker
	411.67

	14/04/2022
	003547
	Parish Handyman
	346.73

	14/04/2022
	003548
	Litter Picker
	411.67

	14/04/2022
	003549
	Litter Picker
	405.07

	14/04/2022
	003550
	Defibrillator Power Supply
	100.00

	
	
	TOTAL:
	£5,663.28




Resolved:
To issue the above cheques. 
The Meeting closed at 9.20pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman


______________________
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F Beardsmore, Chairman
______________________
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