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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held at 6.45pm on Thursday, 9th June 2022
in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre 
Present:
F Beardsmore, V Lockley, C Stewart, M Perks, T Smitheman and J Brindle
Also Present: 
B Williams

R Young, Clerk to the Council 



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
County Councillor, B Williams, mentioned the following:-
· Energy Costs and Grants / Loans available. 
· No reduction in finance to day Centres.  Agreed to check details of Centre as outlined by J Brindle.  
· Waiting for confirmation from Education Department regarding meeting.       F Beardsmore said some urgency for a meeting.  F Beardsmore outlined problem of shortfall of places available at Featherstone Academy.                G Williamson M.P. to attend meeting.  F Beardsmore said with Brinsford Housing development this issue is urgent. 

· B Williams said that Mark Keeling is sympathetic to a one-way system on Featherstone Lane but wishes to wait until development on Brinsford College Site. 

· Requested B Williams to speak to C Larvin (Highways) regarding the condition of Old Lane which needs clearing.  

2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

a) 
District Councillor F Beardsmore
F Beardsmore reported the change of the recycling units had resulted in thousands of complaints.  
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· No matters raised. 
4)
POLICE MATTERS
· Crime Report for the period 8th May 2022 – 8th June 2022. 
Main headlines since the last meeting:-

· ASB – 6 reports of neighbour disputes and youth-related matters. 
· 3 Burglaries – 1 Shareshill attempt and 2 Business related.
· What are we asking you to do to increase community intelligence?  E.g. if there is a problem with drugs, what location or address, do the other residents know, what have they seen/heard?  Feed it back in to us with times/dates the ASB/Criminal activity is taking place. 

· SOCIAL MEDIA – Smart Alerts/South Staffs Twitter.  Advertise next online surgery, face to face surgery and trending crimes.  

· M Perks commented more Police had been seen in the Parish. 
· No PCSO’s attended Jubilee Celebration. 
· M Perks gave details of incident when an electric cycle taken. 

· The Clerk to notify PCSO’s problem of youths gathering on the Oaks Drive area in the evenings. 

5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from R Tucker, D Betts, J Beardsmore and R Cope.
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (M Perks) and agreed that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 12th May 2022 be approved as a true and correct record.
Resolved:
That the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 12th May 2022 be approved as a true and correct record.
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors T Smitheman and M Perks declared an interest in relation to all matters relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.  

8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Weed Spraying in Parish
· M Keeling (Highways) confirmed weed spraying of kerb channel and back of footway will take place between 6th and 24th June 2022. 
b)
Parish Vacancies
· Copy Vacancy Posters to J Brindle and V Lockley.
c)
Red, White and Blue
· Transferred to Planning. 
d)
South Staffordshire Housing Association – Olde Hall Court
· Meeting arranged for 3.30pm on 15th June 2022 at Olde Hall Flats. 
e)
Featherstone Academy
· V Lockley reported the distribution of book tokens/vouchers to the winners of the Jubilee painting/drawing competition went very well. 
9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
· Drain Covers - The Clerk to report that drain covers had been removed on The Avenue, Brookhouse Lane, plus Oaks Drive and East Road at Brinsford.  Also to enquire regarding alternative plastic cover. 
· C Larvin agreed to check accumulation of water opposite the Red, White and Blue on the A460 during periods of rainfall.  
· Whilmot Close – Flooding due to rubbish/debris in brook – Clerk to notify C Larvin at Highways.  Resident installed soakaway at a cost of £2,500 – can any funds be claimed back?
· The Clerk gave details Surface Dressing of New Road and timetable for work. 

· Whilmot Close – Huddlestone Close white lining – Clerk to report lining needs renewing. 

· Reported Road Sign kicked out of ground on Whitgreave Avenue, Featherstone.  
10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
· It was proposed (C Stewart), seconded (V Lockley) and agreed to accept a quotation of £300.00 from M B Pest Control to provide baiting and re-baiting of rat boxes on four visits over a twelve month period. 
Resolved: 
To accept the quotation of £300.00 from M B Pest Control.
· M Perks gave a detailed update regarding a review of CCTV at the Community Centre and coverage, plus advice from Staffordshire Police Crime Prevention Officer.  Proposals have cost implications.   
· M Perks to obtain three quotations for CCTV upgrade and bring to the Parish Council. 
· M Perks gave details of the following:-
· General Review of what is in need of improvement. 

· Fire Alarm System/Activation. 

· Codes for Door Security, plus how to control access. 

· Update concerning drain cover and replacement. 

· Parish Clerk to check when Parish Council last invoiced for use of meeting room. 

· Jubilee Celebration – Between 300 and 400 attended.  Thank you to Steve, Pam, Isla and Mark for their help and involvement. 
· It was agreed the Chairman, F Beardsmore, should arrange for a flowers and a thank you card to be presented.  
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Attended six incidents. 
12)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· The Clerk to remind SSHA that tree branches are still reducing the light from a street light on Hilton Road.  Branches need to be cut back. 
13)
PLANNING

a) 
Planning Applications Received. 
i)
20/01078/Amend 3

Retaining walls, service yard parking, shared travel bay planted area.  

Swap of Unit Numbers 1 and 2. 

b) 
Brinsford Lodge Development
i)
Gavin Williamson M.P. received reply from SCC (Mark Keeling) regarding traffic on The Avenue and Brookhouse Lane, mentioning that the Weight Limit does not prohibit vehicles requiring access to make deliveries.  No reply received from Staffordshire Police. 
ii)
Letter from Ben Williams (Countryside Properties) confirming he had taken over responsibility for planning aspects of the site.  
c) 
Red, White and Blue
· Update regarding Zoom Meeting with M Hughes. 
· Bid of £350,000 submitted which was rejected. 

· Should be advertised “For Sale” for 12 months. 

· Reviewed “Flyer” for Public Meeting. 

· 1,800 Leaflets - £154.00 to distribute by Door to Door – This was agreed, plus printing costs of £81.00 for Public Meeting to be held in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 
14)
CORRESPONDENCE

· SPCA Bulletin.
· Department of Transport – Proposed Stopping Up of Highway at Hilton Cross Business Park, Cannock Road, Featherstone.

· Email via Gavin Williamson from Sam Gorton regarding closure of play equipment. 

· SSDC – Civic Sunday – 19th June 2022.  
· Staffordshire Archives and Heritage Newsletter. 
· K Perry – Road Traffic Collision May 2022. 
· J Eccleston – Van parked in Campion Way. 
· K Perry – Surface Dressing of New Road. 

· SSDC – Armed Forces Day – 20th June 2022. 

· SSDC – Code of Conduct adopted by the District Council. 

15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE
· T Smitheman enquired regarding Parish Assets. 
· Sports Cage – J Brindle requires size of bolts to be used. 
· Play Park – Featherstone
· F Beardsmore said that a lot of people want to be involved to help raise funds for new play equipment and need to arrange a Public Meeting. 

· M Perks said the Coven Group involved with their new play equipment are prepared to help and advise.  M Perks also commented we need the Public on board to replace the play equipment.  

It was proposed (M Perks), seconded (J Brindle) and agreed the existing play equipment should be removed.  
Resolved:
That the Featherstone Play Equipment should be removed.  
· Public Meeting regarding play equipment proposed for the 27th June 2022 at 7.00pm in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.  T Smitheman to obtain updated quotation. 
16)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Christmas Tree and Lights.
17)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday, 14th July 2022. 
18)
FINANCE
a) 
Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:
	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	09/06/2022
	003563
	Mazars
	528.00

	09/06/2022
	003564
	HMRC (PAYE)
	443.53

	09/06/2022
	003565
	Parish Clerk
	1,060.00

	09/06/2022
	003566
	Litter Picker
	411.67

	09/06/2022
	003567
	Litter Picker
	411.67

	09/06/2022
	003568
	Litter Picker
	405.07

	09/06/2022
	003569
	Parish Handyman
	346.73

	
	
	TOTAL:
	£3,606.67




Resolved:
To issue the above cheques. 
b) 
Annual Return 2021/2022
The Clerk gave details of the Annual Return for 2021/2022. 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed the Parish Chairman and Parish Clerk should sign the Annual Return. 

Resolved:
The Parish Chairman and Parish Clerk to sign the Annual Return 2021/2022. 
The Meeting closed at 9.09pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman


______________________
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F Beardsmore, Chairman
______________________
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