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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting
held on the 12th May 2022 at 7.15pm 
in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre 
Present:
F Beardsmore, R Tucker, V Lockley, C Stewart, D Betts, J Brindle, M Perks and 
T Smitheman 
Also Present: 
B Williams

R Young, Clerk to the Council 



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from J Beardsmore and R Cope. 

2)
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL

It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (M Perks) and agreed that Frank Beardsmore be appointed Chairman of the Parish Council for the coming year. 


Resolved:
That F Beardsmore be appointed Chairman of the Parish Council for the coming year. 

3)
APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL

It was proposed (M Perks), seconded (D Betts) and agreed that Roger Tucker be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the coming year. 


Resolved:
That R Tucker be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the coming year. 

4)
APPOINTMENT TO COUNCIL COMMITTEES

No appointments made. 

5)
APPOINTMENT TO COMMUNITY CENTRE

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that R Tucker, M Perks and T Smitheman be appointed to the Community Centre Committee. 


Resolved:
That R Tucker, M Perks and T Smitheman be appointed to the Community Centre Committee. 

6)
STANDING ORDERS

No amendments requested. 

7)
MINUTES

It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (T Smitheman) and agreed that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 14th April 2022 be approved as a true and correct record. 


Resolved:
That the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 14th April 2022 be approved as a true and correct record. 

8)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors T Smitheman, R Tucker and M Perks declared an interest in all matters relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 

9)
POLICE MATTERS
· R Tucker mentioned the lack of Policing in the Village, especially at the Academy start and finish times. 

· M Perks gave details of drug activity and responses to reported incidents. 

· The Clerk to request Police to move computer equipment from the Community Centre Office to the room used by First Responders. 

· The Clerk to request Staffordshire Police to arrange a Crime Prevention visit to the Community Centre. 

· The Clerk to enquire as to when the Police Surgeries are to start again. 
10)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
B Williams mentioned the following:-

· Congratulated F Beardsmore on appointment and Report. 
· County Councillor Funding now £2,500 per year.  Application Forms on Website. 

· Gave details of vandalised cars in Shareshill. 

· Featherstone Lane – Raised issue with Highways who said need to wait until building site development completed when Mark Keeling will consider one way option. 
· J Brindle said there appeared to be reduced Funding for Social Communities plus Youth and Day Centres.  Requested B Williams to obtain details of any reduction in funding.  R Tucker said funding needs to be available for those in desperate need. 

· B Williams commented that the Brookhouse Lane and Hilton Road paths had a poor covering already applied.  

11)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 


F Beardsmore commented as follows:-

· Local Plan to be taken to the next stage.  Need to consider Safeguarding Land. 
· The Clerk to contact Bob Taylor at SSDC regarding the need for weed spraying of roads and pavements. 

· M Perks reported that District Councillor R Cope was looking into the material being left on Bickfords Site at the bottom of New Road. 

12)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Parish Vacancies
· The Clerk to provide Posters for Noticeboards. 
b) 
Brookhouse Lane – Waste Material
· R Cope confirmed that Staffordshire County Council had finally agreed to request the District Council to remove the fly tipping at this location. 
c)
Red, White and Blue
· The Clerk reported that Diane Cameron at Plunkett had recommended discussing this matter with Mike Hughes who specialises in the takeover of a Public House.  The Clerk to arrange a meeting. 
d)
South Staffordshire Housing Association – Olde Hall Court
· M Perks reported issues at Olde Hall Court were now worse.  The Clerk to request a Site Meeting with an Environmental Health Officer on the 1st June or 15th June 2022.  
e)
Midland Heart Housing Association
· Meeting arranged for 3.00pm on 10th June 2022 at the Community Centre. 
f)
Brinsford Governor to attend Parish Council Meeting 
· Governor to attend Parish Council Meeting on the 8th September 2022. 
g)
Featherstone Academy
· Distribution of Jubilee Mugs agreed plus attendance at Academy regarding review of paintings/drawings and distribution of book tokens to winners. 
· C Stewart gave details of the difficulty of local children being allocated a place at Featherstone Academy.  The Clerk to request a meeting with the Education Authority. 

13)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
The Clerk to report the following:-
· Accumulation of water on Highway opposite the Red, White and Blue. 
· Request C Larvin to contact D Betts regarding Old Lane. 
14)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
· The Clerk gave details of a letter dated the 5th May 2022 received from Strawberry Poppets Nursery School regarding expenditure to control pests/vermin. 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to reimburse Strawberry Poppets with £420.00 for costs incurred. 
Resolved:
To reimburse Strawberry Poppets with £420.00 for pest/vermin costs.  
The Clerk to enquire regarding a pest control contract. 

· Jubilee Function 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to donate £300.00 to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre toward Jubilee Celebration costs.  
Resolved:
To donate £300.00 to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre towards Jubilee Celebration costs. 
15)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE ACADEMY
· Matters already reported. 
16)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Five responses attended.  
17)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· Street Light on Hilton Road – Branches covering lighting unit.  V Lockley to check branches cut back. 
18)
PLANNING

a) 
Planning Applications Received
· 21/01169/FUL
Amended Plans – Single and two storey side extensions.
14 Whilmot Close, Featherstone
· 22/00383/FUL
Two storey side and single storey rear extension.

16 Larkspur Drive, Featherstone

b) 
Brinsford Lodge Development
· M Perks and R Cope attended site meeting today with Countryside Partnership.  Developer confirmed every supplier notified of designated route but it appears inadequate records kept of deliveries.  
· The Clerk reported he had contacted Helen Neadle again regarding provision of a bus stop but had received no definite reply.  Confirmed H Neadle leaving the Partnership. 

· The Clerk confirmed the problem of HGV delivery vehicles using The Avenue/ Brookhouse Lane route had been taken up with Gavin Williamson M.P. for assistance. 

19)
CORRESPONDENCE

· Email regarding vehicle left in Campion Drive. 
· Kath Perry – Foster Care Fortnight. 

· Staffordshire Archive and Heritage Newsletter. 

· SSDC – Maggie Quinn – Community Safety Forum – Locality 3 Notes.

· SPCA Bulletin. 

· Entrust – Annual Return. 
20)
PARISH MAINTENANCE
· Street Lights – New Road – T Smitheman confirmed street lights SO15 and SO19 need attention. 
· Sports Cage – J Brindle to obtain bolts required. 
· Play Park – Featherstone
· M Perks to speak to Brinsford Developer regarding loan of Security Fencing. 

· Councillors to arrange a site meeting at the Featherstone Play Equipment area. 
21)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Mobile Fish and Chip Van – Deferred.

· Christmas Tree and Lights – Deferred. 
22)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· No matters mentioned. 
23)
FINANCE
a) 
Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:
	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	12/05/2022
	003551
	HMRC (PAYE)
	443.53

	12/05/2022
	003552
	Parish Handyman
	346.73

	12/05/2022
	003553
	Litter Picker
	292.28

	12/05/2022
	003554
	DWP
	119.39

	12/05/2022
	003555
	Litter Picker
	405.07

	12/05/2022
	003556
	Litter Picker
	411.67

	12/05/2022
	003557
	Book Tokens
	160.00

	12/05/2022
	003558
	Storage Cabinet
	150.80

	12/05/2022
	003559
	V Lockley – Lock Chain
	9.23

	12/05/2022
	003560
	FHCC – Donation
	300.00

	12/05/2022
	003561
	Strawberry Poppets
	420.00

	12/05/2022
	003562
	Parish Clerk
	1,060.00

	
	
	TOTAL:
	£4,118.70




Resolved:
To issue the above cheques. 
24)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· Thursday, 9th June 2022. 
The Meeting closed at 9.31pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman


______________________
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F Beardsmore, Chairman
______________________
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