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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on the 14th October 2021 at 6.45pm 
in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre 
Present:
F Beardsmore, R Tucker, J Brindle, V Lockley, C Stewart, T Smitheman and 

M Perks

Also Present: 
District Councillor R Cope
R Young – Clerk to the Council 


 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
· No matters reported. 
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 


District Councillor R Cope reported on the following:-

· Noise from Hilton Hall – Temporary Permission Only.  
J Brindle declared an interest. 

· Local Plan – Update regarding number of houses proposed, safeguarding land and number of houses other side of A449.  Local Plan up to 2038. 

· South Staffordshire Council – Climate Change. 

· Problem of HGV’s using Featherstone Lane.  Parish Clerk to notify Mark Keeling of problem on Featherstone Lane.  Liaison meeting to be held on 11th November 2021. 

· Update concerning Bus Stop at Brinsford development. 

· Flooding on Wilmott Close – Update including children blocking water flow with various materials.  Clerk to notify Sgt. Aaron Evans.  

· Change of location of bench at Brinsford which had been moved nearer the prison. 
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· Kick Boxing – Enquiry raised regarding additional use of the Community Centre and availability at present.  Also asked regarding use of Centre on a Sunday.  F Beardsmore said any decision regarding use of the Community Centre would be made by the Management Committee of the Community Centre.  Thanked Parish Council for donation of £200.00 in July 2021.  
· Website needs to be updated. 

· School – The Avenue – The Clerk to enquire with K Perry and B Williams regarding the following:-

· Need to progress provision of a pedestrian crossing by the School. 

· Update regarding recruitment of Crossing person. 

· Traffic increasing and more dangerous. 

· Proposed Development of Munitions Site – Following question raised.  Reply by R Cope:-

· How close to Brookhouse Lane – Details given by R Cope. 

· Impact on House Prices – Could be positive. 

· When will development start? – when bridge installed – Discussed for last fifteen years.  

· Has planning permission been granted? – Already granted.  

· Notification to residents – Site has been discussed for last 15-20 years.  Employment Land.  R Cope gave a detailed update confirming District Council applying to Government Levelling Up Fund for road access. 
· F Beardsmore reported that D Betts has had an accident and was receiving treatment in the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham.  
4)
POLICE MATTERS
· The Clerk confirmed he had not received a Crime Statistic Report. 
· Parish Litter Picker reported more small gas cylinders around the Parish, especially by the School. 
· The Clerk to enquire with Sgt. Aaron Evans as to whether a Police Report will be sent and whether any representative will come to a Parish Council Meeting.  
5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from J Beardsmore and D Betts.
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed (T Smitheman), seconded (J Brindle) and agreed that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 16th September 2021 be approved as a true and correct record. 

Resolved: 
That the Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings held on the 16th September 2021 be approved as a true and correct record. 
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors T Smitheman, R Tucker, V Lockley and J Brindle declared an interest in relation to all matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 
8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Midland Heart Housing Association
· The Clerk confirmed he had not received a response from the Housing Association.  The Clerk to ask Gavin Williamson M.P. if he could arrange a meeting for the Parish Council. 

b)
Featherstone Academy
· G Williamson’s assistant confirmed a meeting could be arranged during November 2021.  
· The following matters were discussed:-

· Communication.  (All contact via Head Teacher).
· Contact with Governors. 

· Health and Safety and Wellbeing. 

· Reporting Structure. 

· It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (R Tucker) and agreed a meeting should be requested with the Head Teacher with regard to concerns raised by parents. 

Resolved:
The Parish Council to request a meeting with the Head Teacher regarding concerns raised by parents.  

Copy letter to be sent to G Williamson M.P. and the Secretary of State for Education. 

c)
Meeting with Prison Governors
· Brinsford – To be confirmed. 
· Featherstone – To be confirmed.

· Oakwood – 6th October 2021. 

R Tucker reported the following meeting at Oakwood :-

· Very positive meeting with Director. 

· Inspection recently. 

· Relationship between staff and Prisoners good. 

· Reviewed staffing. 

· Prisoner categories reviewed for work in the Community. 

· Prison built for 1600-2100 at present. 

· Very keen to get Prisoners working in the Community, plus making benches. 

· Wish to engage with the Parish including the School. 

· Thank Director for time. 
d)
Parish Vacancy
· The Clerk to produce a Poster regarding the vacancy to be displayed on Noticeboards.  
9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
· C Larvin (SCC) reported the following:-
· Old Lane being strimmed this week. 
· Signage to encourage motorists to use both lanes on the A460 when leaving M54 island – Funding needs to be allocated by B Williams from DHP Budget. 

· Inspecting Brookhouse Lane regarding quality and cost of repairs. 
· Road markings at Prison Entrance – Clerk to enquire with Prisons again. 

· East Road exit onto New Road – C Larvin to review. 

· Shareshill A460/M6 – Lights not working, plus poor visibility due to height of vegetation.  Lights reported to Highways England/SCC/Eon – reduction of vegetation delayed due to Health and Safety Executive putting on “hold” due to serious injury to SCC employee.  

· Cat and Kitten Lane – Waste Material – Enquire with C Larvin as to whether on Highways land.  

· Pothole on Hilton Road.  Also, pothole on The Avenue by traffic hump – Clerk to report to Highways. 

· Litter or waste on Featherstone Lane off New Road – Clerk report to South Staffordshire Council. 

· Trench across New Road opposite Prison Entrance needs attention.  Clerk to report to Highways.

· B Williams sent  the following detail :-

· “East Road Closure – Highways say that as there are limited opportunities, the diversion route at East Road has been chosen by the Network Management Team.  I have reminded Highways that the Council are waiting for an answer to their query about the Development”.  

The Clerk to enquire with B Williams as to when will we know an alternative to Featherstone.  

10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

F Beardsmore mentioned the following:-
· Update regarding Licensee – F Beardsmore, R Tucker and Manager to have meeting with Licensee.  
· Review of Keyholder Policy. 
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Attended three incidents.
· Defibrillator:
· Unit ordered – Cheque payment sent. 
· G Hook, Lighting Engineer (SCC) to review Lamppost No. 14 on Oaks Drive regarding electricity supply and post suitability. 
· Clerk to check with Prison as to whether Lamppost is a Prison lamppost.  
· Contacted Western Power regarding separate supply. 
12)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION
· No matters reported. 
13)
REPORT – BRINSFORD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

· The Clerk reported he had emailed G Reynolds regarding Association Meeting but had not received a reply.  The Clerk to send a further email
14)
PLANNING

a) 
Planning Application Received
i) 19/00919/Amend

Relocation of the Changing Facility, Car Parking and the Pumping Station. 

Brinsford Lodge, East Road, Brinsford 

b)
Other Planning Matters
i) Chip Shop next to Pizza Shop on The Avenue
The Clerk to enquire with SSDC as to whether planning permission has been granted for building work to the rear of the Chip Shop.  
15)
CORRESPONDENCE
· Community Foundation – Funding available for Sports Club. 

· Staffordshire Archives and Heritage Newsletter. 
· Came and Co. – Business Interruption. 

· Accessing The Draft Preferred Option Plan – T Mason (SSDC). 

· Staffordshire Fire Service – Log Burners. 
· Preferred Option Consultation – Starts 1st November 2021 – Deadline for responses 13th December 2021. 
· Staffordshire Fire and Rescue – Chimney Fire Safety. 

· Rospa – Play Safety Report – Featherstone. 

· SCC – Talking Lamp Posts have landed. 

· SPCA – Bulletin. 
16)
EXTEND PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (T Smitheman) and agreed to extend the meeting until 9.30pm if needed. 


Resolved:
To extend the Meeting to 9.30pm if needed.  
17)
PARISH MAINTENANCE
· Oakwood Prison offered to make benches for the Parish. 
· Butchers Shop (Closed) – The Avenue – Reported to SSDC who requested photographs.  J Brindle agreed to forward photographs to the Clerk. 
· Dog Waste Bin – F Beardsmore to contact Bob Taylor.
· Cat and Kitten Lane – Waste Material – R Cope reported matter in hand with Catherine Gutteridge.  
· Parish Plaques – Ordered and Delivery November 2021. 
· Litter Pickers

· Clerk to review Contracts, Job Description and Health and Safety with the Chairman and Vice Chairman. 
· Chairman and Vice Chairman to have meeting with Litter Pickers regarding work schemes.  
18)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
Twinning – To be included on Agenda. 
19)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday, 11th November 2021. 
20)
FINANCE 
a) Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:-

	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	24/09/2021
	003532
	Williams Medieval Supplies
	1,670.28

	14/10/2021
	003533
	Mazars
	360.00

	14/10/2021
	003534
	HMRC (PAYE)
	408.79

	14/10/2021
	003535
	Parish Clerk
	1,000.00

	14/10/2021
	003536
	Litter Picker
	386.10

	14/10/2021
	003537
	Litter Picker
	386.10

	14/10/2021
	003538
	Cancelled
	0.00

	14/10/2021
	003539
	Litter Picker
	384.70

	14/10/2021
	003540
	Cancelled
	0.00

	14/10/2021
	003601
	Parish Handyman
	346.73

	14/10/2021
	003602
	Rospa
	94.80

	14/10/2021
	003603
	ICO
	40.00

	14/10/2021
	003604
	Card – Councillor
	3.99

	14/10/2021
	003605
	Featherstone Kick Boxing
	250.00

	14/10/2021
	003606
	RBL Silhouette 
	200.00

	14/10/2021
	003607
	Donation for Books
	60.68

	
	
	TOTAL
	£5,592.17




Resolved:
To issue the above cheques. 
b) 
Annual Return 2020/2021
 
The Parish Clerk reported the external auditor had approved the Annual Return for 2020/2021.  The Clerk was requested to provide more information in future regarding variances between years.  

The Meeting closed at 9.30pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman


______________________
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F Beardsmore, Chairman
______________________
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