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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on the 9th December 2021 at 6.45pm 
in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre 
Present:
F Beardsmore, R Tucker, C Stewart, V Lockley, M Perks and T Smitheman
Also Present: 
R Young – Clerk to the Council 


 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
· No matters reported. 
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

a) 
F Beardsmore
· Mentioned concern regarding possibility of additional houses to be built at Brinsford. 
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· No matters raised. 
4)
POLICE MATTERS
· Parish Council Crime Report for the period 3rd November 2021 – 3rd December 2021 circulated. 
· Councillors reviewed the locations in the Parish that drugs are distributed.  The Clerk to forward details to Staffordshire Police. 
· Councillors said PCSO’s need to be active at drug distribution points. 
· The Clerk to request posters are sent to the Parish Council for drop-ins. 

· Huge Articulated Lorry being parked all night on East Road, Brinsford causing traffic issues. 
5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from D Betts, J Beardsmore, R Cope and B Williams.

6)
MINUTES

It was proposed (T Smitheman), seconded (M Perks) and agreed that the Minutes of the Meetings held on the 11th November 2021 and 14th October 2021 be approved as true and correct records, subject to J Beardsmore being included in Apologies of the Minutes for the Meeting held on the 11th November 2021. 

Resolved:
That the Minutes of the Meetings held on the 11th November 2021 and 14th October 2021 be approved as a true and correct record, subject to the inclusion of J Beardsmore in Apologies of the Meeting held on the 11th November 2021. 
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors T Smitheman, R Tucker and V Lockley declared an interest in relation to all matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.  

8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
County Councillor B Williams
The Clerk was requested to enquire with B Williams regarding the following:-

· Update concerning School Crossing Warden.

· Availability of Funding in the next financial year. 
b) 
Change of Location of Bench at Brinsford
· The Clerk to contact Susan Graham regarding bench location. 
c) 
Midland Heart Housing Association
· The Clerk to ask for a Meeting on a Friday afternoon during January 2022. 
d) 
Featherstone Academy
· The Clerk to contact Adam Gatrad and request a meeting on the afternoon of Friday, 21st January 2022. 
· Need a meeting with the Local Education Authority regarding Governor Appointments and pupil place capacity when additional houses being built or planned in the Parish. 

e) 
Meeting with Prison Governors
Meeting with the Governor of Brinsford Prison to be confirmed for January- February 2022 date.  
f) 
Parish Council Vacancy
The Clerk to advertise the Parish Councillor vacancy on the Parish Council website. 
9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
· Signage to encourage motorists to use both lanes on A460 when leaving M54.  B Williams confirmed no funding available this year.  The Clerk to enquire regarding funding in the New Financial Year.  
· Sunken Trench across New Road opposite Prison entrance – Clerk to enquire with C Larvin.  

· Waste material in need of removal.  The Clerk to enquire with C Larvin concerning whether Highways are responsible for removal.  Details as follows:-

·  Brookhouse Lane from Featherstone, 50 metres on right from junction.

· Litter/Waste on Featherstone Lane off New Road – Clerk had reported to South Staffordshire Council. 

· Brookhouse Lane – Surface.  The Clerk to enquire with D Williams (Cabinet Member SCC), K Perry, B Williams and M Keeling regarding the following:-

· Confirmation of cost to re-surface. 

· How many times Contractor paid. 

· Who inspected both re-surfacing efforts by Contractor. 
· Have inspectors re-visited as signs of deterioration already in view. 

10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
· F Beardsmore reported the virus situation may have an impact on bookings for the Centre.  Also mentioned recent event attended by two hundred people. 
· V Lockley mentioned radiator cover missing in the Centre. 
· F Beardsmore said he would review the quotes received to replace the Heating System. 
· V Lockley reported the Noticeboard at the Centre needs attention. 
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Attended four incidents. 
· Requested donation towards operating costs.  The Clerk to ask a representative to attend the next Parish Council Meeting. 
12)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· Bungalows by Doctor’s Surgery – Grass growing between slabs (Old Lane).  Risk to Senior Citizens.  Clerk to notify Housing Association.  

13)
REPORT – BRINSFORD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
· Defibrillator – Brinsford 
· The Clerk gave an update regarding the potential location and power supply. 

· It was proposed (M Perks), seconded (V Lockley) and agreed to offer £100.00 per year to a householder to allow siting and supply power to a Defibrillator at their home.  

Resolved:
To offer resident £100.00 per year to have Defibrillator installed by their home and supply power.  

R Tucker said there may be an option by the Prison Cycle Shed. 
· Residents Association
G Reynolds confirmed the following:-

· G Reynolds would not serve as Chairman and no other person available. 
· No Meeting Room facilities at Prison available due to virus. 
· Association disbanded. 
· Brinsford Residents Association not to be included on Agenda in future. 
14)
PLANNING

a) 
Planning Applications Received
· 21/01185/FUL
Proposed single storey rear living kitchen extension.

25 Dunlin Drive, Featherstone

· 21/01198/FUL

Double storey side extension and first floor side extension. 

16 Dunlin Drive, Featherstone

· 21/01169/FUL

Single and two storey side extensions. 

14 Whilmot Close, Featherstone

· 21/01269/FUL

I would like to change of use of my garage/gym.  At the moment it is used for storage, but I would like to adapt it to small dog hoarding business.  In order to proceed with my plans, I would have to create following rooms facility: 1. Dogs main room facility with boxes suitable for them to sleep in them (2.85m2), with storage cupboards and cleaning equipment.  2. Room with dog washing station (bath, dryer, grooming table with some cupboards for storage).  3. Office/reception area for welcoming customers, with desk, chairs.  4. Customers’ toilet.  At the moment there is an open space, so I would have to put partition walls to separate the rooms, change/install the doors and windows PVC to minimise possible noise which dogs could make.  I am planning to have a maximum of eight dogs.  More details in attached Business Plan.  
5 Hilton Road, Featherstone


Objections:
· Not in keeping with area. 

· Potential Noise Pollution. 

· Lack of amenity space. 

b) 
Planning Decisions
· 19/00564/UNDEV

Alleged unauthorised siting of a Static Caravan.

Repose Restaurants Limited, Featherstone Farm, New Road, Featherstone

Caravan and Pigeon Loft at this site has been removed. 

c) 
Other Planning Matters
· Letter from Christopher Stone with additional information detailing concerns regarding planning application approval of 21/00761/FUL.  
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, to contact. 

· Brinsford Lodge Development – Transport Issues
· HGV delivery vehicles using The Avenue/Brookhouse Lane for access to site.  Site Manager notified incidents every day. 
· Not adequate Signage for approved route for deliveries. 
· Incidents of HGV’s parking before junction on Brookhouse Lane causing traffic holdups plus driver urinating opposite houses. 

· Health and Safety issues on The Avenue, especially near the school. 

· The Clerk to bring to the attention of the following:-

· SSDC Planning Enforcement.

· K Perry and B Williams. 

· D Heywood (SSDC).

· Health and Safety Executive. 

· Countryside Properties. 

· Email dated 12th November 2021 from Nichola Windesbank, Senior Planning Enforcement Officer regarding lorry routing, and hedge reduction. 

15)
CORRESPONDENCE

· SPCA – Bulletin. 

· K Richards (SSDC) – Preferred Options. 

· Thomas Reynolds (SSDC) – Code of Conduct Public Consultation Notice – Red, White and Blue. 
· R Hill (SSDC) – Asset of Community Value – Disposal.  

It was proposed (M Perks), seconded (R Tucker) and agreed to register and be treated as a potential bidder within the interim moratorium. 

Resolved:
To be registered as a potential bidder. 

· Dave Heywood (SSDC) – Parish Council Meetings with the Leader and CEO. 

· SSDC – Supply of Electoral Register. 

· Officer Lieutenancy – Queen’s Jubilee – Plant a Tree. 

· M Quinn (SSDC) – Community Safety. 

· Member of Public – Concerns regarding repairs to Sport Enclosure. 

· Request for Donation for Shareshill Churchyard – Clerk to send Donation request form. 

· Ryan Taylor (SSDC) – Tree Maintenance and Liabilities. 

· Request for Maintenance to Hedge bordering Park and Play Area, East Road, Brinsford – Received via G Williamson M.P.

· Kath Perry (SCC) – Fuel Poverty Fund. 

· C Lander (SSDC) – Council Tax base 2022/2023.

· K Perry (SCC) – Winter Safety. 

· Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service – Winter Safety. 

16)
PARISH MAINTENANCE
· Grit Bins – SCC only fill the Grit Bin on Hilton Road. 
It was proposed (M Perks), seconded (V Lockley) and agreed to purchase grit for the Parish at a cost of £210.00.

Resolved:
To purchase a stock of grit for the Parish. 
· The Clerk to check with Oakwood Prison regarding the construction of three benches. 

· Dog Waste Bin – The Clerk confirmed he had not received any information from Bob Taylor at SSDC.  The Chairman, F Beardsmore, agreed to contact Bob Taylor.  

· Litter Pickers – The Chairman, F Beardsmore, confirmed draft Contracts of Employment were being prepared.  

· The Clerk to report to SSDC that on Brookhouse Lane 50 metres from junction from Featherstone on the right, Waste Material including a Refrigerator and rubble deposited. 

17)
TWINNING
· It was proposed (T Smitheman), seconded (C Stewart) and agreed not to take any further action on this matter. 

Resolved:
No further action to be taken regarding Twinning. 

18)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· Thursday, 13th January 2022. 
19)
FINANCE
a) 
Cheque Payments

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:-

	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	11/11/2021
	003608
	Cancelled
	0.00

	11/11/2021
	003609
	Parish Clerk
	1,000.00

	11/11/2021
	003610
	Litter Picker
	386.10

	11/11/2021
	003611
	Litter Picker 
	386.10

	11/11/2021
	003612
	Litter Picker
	384.70

	11/11/2021
	003613
	Parish Handyman
	346.73

	11/11/2021
	003614
	HMRC (PAYE)
	408.79

	11/11/2021
	003615
	SSDC (GM)
	1,027.99

	11/11/2021
	003616
	Autoguard Alarms
	218.40

	11/11/2021
	003617
	Litter Picker (Replacement Cheque)
	386.10

	09/12/2021
	003618
	Parish Clerk
	1,000.00

	09/12/2021
	003619
	Parish Clerk (Mileage)
	61.80

	09/12/2021
	003620
	Litter Picker
	386.10

	09/12/2021
	003621
	Litter Picker
	386.10

	09/12/2021
	003622
	Litter Picker
	384.70

	09/12/2021
	003623
	Parish Handyman
	346.73

	09/12/2021
	003624
	HMRC (PAYE)
	408.79

	09/12/2021
	003625
	York Insignia
	1,054.80

	09/12/2021
	003626
	Khoo Systems
	102.00

	
	
	TOTAL:
	£8,675.93




Resolved:
To issue the above cheques. 
The Meeting closed at 9.24pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman


______________________
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F Beardsmore, Chairman
______________________
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