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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Wednesday, 11th December 2019 at 6.45pm 

in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone
Present:
F Beardsmore, J Brindle, T Smitheman, R Barnett, G Reynolds and V Lockley
Also Present: 
District Councillor R Cope

One Members of the Public

R Young – Clerk to the Council



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
Prior to the start of the Meeting, Councillors observed one minutes silence in memory of Alexi Roche who had passed away. 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
· No matters reported.
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

· R Cope to report matters under Planning section.
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· No matters raised. 
4)
POLICE MATTERS
· J Brindle commented there was a complete absence of Police visual presence in the Parish. 
5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from M Perks, D Betts, R Tucker and                     J Beardsmore.
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 14th November 2019 be agreed as a true and correct record. 

Resolved:
To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 14th November 2019 as a true and correct record. 
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
· Councillors J Brindle and F Beardsmore declared an interest in relation to all matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 
8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Hedges on New Road and Hilton Road to Farm
· The Clerk reported he had informed SCC Highways that the hedge required attention. 

b) 
Flooding in area of Caravan Site off New Road
· F Beardsmore confirmed P Edge (SSDC) was aware a trench was needed to reduce water levels. 
c) 
Static Caravan at Indian Restaurant (Kings Repose)
· Requested update from Catherine Gutteridge (SSDC) but to date no details received. 

d)
Meeting with Prison Governors
· Featherstone
-
Deferred until the New Year.
· Brinsford
-
16th December 2019 – 11.00am – still agreed.
e) Brinsford Prison – Ground Maintenance 
· L Richards (Brinsford Prison) waiting for clearance of individuals to work at the Centre.  No start date confirmed.  
9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
a) 
South Crescent - Bollard


SCC Highways inspected bollard and replied “not risk to the Public” – Logged for repair. 
b) 
Brookhouse Lane

The Clerk to arrange a Meeting with M Keeling for the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to discuss Highways issues. 
c) 
South Crescent – Additional Bollards


County Councillor B Williams asked that “before putting a request for additional bollards to Highways, can an explanation be given as to the reasons residents cannot gain access to their houses as at the moment this appears to be a Police issue”. 
d) 
Grit Bins

B Taylor (SSDC) confirmed the following:-
· Green bins to be installed to replace red bins. 
· New bin to be installed at M54/A460 traffic island. 

· Clerk to contact regarding damaged litter bin on the corner of East Road and Oaks Drive which has been emptied for the last year. 
e) 
Double Red Lines
· M Keeling (SCC Highways) confirmed in an email that generally Red Routes are reserved for City Centre traffic management.  This matter to be raised with M Keeling at the meeting to be arranged. 
f) 
M54 - Water

Water running down deceleration lane when travelling off from Birmingham on M54 which will cause problems in freezing weather conditions – Clerk to report to Highways England.
10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
· F Beardsmore reported that South Staffordshire District Council using the Community Centre for Meetings during period that work carried out on Codsall offices. 
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE ACADEMY GOVERNORS’ REPORT

· J Brindle said no matters to report.
12)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· No details received. 
13)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION
· No matters reported. 
14)
REPORT – BRINSFORD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

G Reynolds reported the following:-

· Corner of East Road – Fence taken down by vehicle – opposite Caravan Park. 
· Village Green – Waiting reply from legal at S.C.C. 
· School Bus cutting up ground at entrance to Oaks Drive from East Road – Clerk to report. 
· Lighting on Oaks Drive – Whole section needs attention. 

15)
PLANNING

a) 
Planning Applications
10 Foxglove Close, Featherstone
1st Floor side extension plus rear single storey extension. 

b) 
College Site
· Proposal to build 103 houses on site. 
· Concerns regarding proposal due to out of character, high density of house and increase in house numbers and over-development. 

· Development numbers have increased from 42 houses – 60 hours – 89 houses and now 103 houses. 

· R Cope said development is against policy of District Council. 

· Meeting to be arranged with Countrywide Developers to discuss proposal for 103 houses. 
c) 
Safeguarding Land
· Councillors reviewed Safeguarding Land as stated in the Local Plan. 
d) 
Royal Ordnance Site
· F Beardsmore said one hundred residents attended meeting and Parish Council needs to support their concerns.  Need to have access to site from the A449. 

· F Beardsmore commented development will create noise and pollution and raised concern regarding height of building and  18.5m as a maximum. 

· The following matters were discussed:-

· Traffic Management – 500 vehicles at peak times. 

· Need to request help from Paul Turner or similar to respond to proposals. 

· G Reynolds – Vehicles will not stay with the Link Road and will use other roads in the area. 

· R Cope – Need to adhere to the Travel Plan and would be good to discuss with SCC Highways.  Need B Williams and K Perry to support the Parish Council.  Also need to have fully developed/grown trees installed. 

· T Smitheman – Reviewed location and retention of Pill boxes. 

· V Lockley – Need roads before buildings. 

· J Brindle – Employment created should be advertised and promoted locally. 

· F Beardsmore and R Cope to meet Andy Johnson – This was agreed. 

· Buildings to be towards Prison not Featherstone Village. 

e) 
Local Plan
· Proposing Option G. 
· Concerns regarding the Urban Development Extension. 

· 8,800 in Local Plan for South Staffordshire Council. 

· F Beardsmore said time is available to send objection. 
· Options A to G. 

· Only two options will not include more houses – Option A or G. 

· Shareshill Parish Council support Option G. 

· F Beardsmore said more information needed and cannot at present support Option G. 

· Local Link on Website.
16)
PARISH MAINTENANCE
a)
Bollards – Nursery

T Smitheman said he was concerned that children at the Nursery can run out onto the road.  Ofsted never raised issue so must be acceptable. 
b)
Old Lane – Doctors Surgery to Baneberry Road

The Clerk confirmed he recorded this location to SCC for clearance (4180490).

c)
CCTV – Helen Marshall

H Marshall to contact F Beardsmore for confirmation that J Brindle has the approval of the Parish Council to take this matter forward.  


Parish Council to consider use of the Mast or Mobile Units. 


It was proposed (T Smitheman), seconded (G Reynolds) and agreed that this matter should be progressed with assistance of J Brindle.

Resolved:


To progress the review of CCTV in the Parish with the assistance of J Brindle. 
17)
CORRESPONDENCE

· SSDC – Council Tax Base 2020/2021. 
· SCC – My Staffordshire Newsletter – December 2019. 
· SPCA – Bulletin.
· Staffordshire Community and Volunteers Controlled School Admission Arrangements 2020/2021. 
· SSDC – Asset of Community Value – Await Decision.  No update received from Ei Group. 

· Gavin Williamson M.P. – Copy letter to Helen Fisher (SCC) regarding M54/A460 island surface condition. 

· D Pattison – Parish Councillor Remuneration. 

· M54/M6 – Consultation/Presentation to Featherstone, Hilton and Shareshill Parish Councils – Proposed date to be agreed. 
18)
VILLAGE GREEN
· No details to date – Deferred until next meeting. 
19)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· Thursday, 9th January 2020.
20)
FINANCE
a) Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:-

	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	11/12/19
	003361
	Khoo Systems
	24.00

	11/12/19
	003362
	Autoguard Alarms
	1,532.40

	11/12/19
	003363
	Waterplus
	311.64

	11/12/19
	003364
	Veolia
	1,283.10

	11/12/19
	003365
	R Young
	1,000.00

	11/12/19
	003366
	C Hill
	355.77

	11/12/19
	003367
	K Parkes
	352.57

	11/12/19
	003368
	K Malpass
	355.77

	11/12/19
	003369
	HMRC (PAYE)
	326.48

	11/12/19
	003370
	FHCC
	30.00

	11/12/19
	003371
	Cancelled
	0.00

	11/12/19
	003372
	Richard Edge (On account)
	2,233.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£7,804.73


The Meeting closed at 9.17pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman











______________________
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