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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  
held on Thursday, 21st February 2019 at 6.45pm 

in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone
Present:
F Beardsmore, R Tucker, G Reynolds, T Smitheman, M Perks, J Beardsmore and 

J Brindle
Also Present: 
County Councillor B Williams

District Councillor R Cope


Three Members of the Public



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

County Councillor B Williams mentioned the following:-

· Staffordshire County Council agreed budget last week. 
· Budget medium term 2019-2020 increase of 2.9% (Government limit 3%). 

· Social Care major factor – increase of young people in care (1400) plus an ageing population.  Need to control costs for next four years. 

· Highways – If an emergency it will receive attention immediately.  Other repairs will be delayed. 

· Every County Councillor to be given £20k for emergency work. 

· B Williams confirmed he had seven wards.  
· £20k allocation is for emergency work only. 

· J Brindle asked why Social Care was not taken in-house.

· Social Care for young people up to 25 years of age. 

· R Tucker commented the Government had neglected planning with regarding to Senior Citizens. 

· F Beardsmore commented the drains in the Parish required serious attention. 

· Brookhouse Lane – F Beardsmore said we have been led to believe it would be re-surfaced, now there are doubts.  B Williams commented he would request work Schedules for surface dressing from Mark Keeling. 

· F Beardsmore also asked regarding South Crescent and Lineage on M54/A460 traffic island. 
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

a)
District Councillor H Lobuczek
Report circulated last night mentioning:-

· M54 – M6 Link. 
· Featherstone Well Baby Clinic. 

· Planning.

· ROF Development.

· CCTV Update.
· Sale of Council Land.

· Fly Tipping. 

· Police issues. 

b)
District Councillor R Cope

District Councillor R Cope mentioned the following:-

· Fly Tipping – Cannabis plants left on Mill Lane.  Tyres left on Rabbit Lane. 
· Informed District Council and Police of above incidents.  Also mentioned Facebook statements. 

· R Tucker reported rubbish deposited at the bottom of Brookhouse Lane.         R Cope confirmed material is on private land. 
· SSDC presentation regarding M6/M54 link.

· Work Club going covering also Universal Credit, Benefits and Employment. 

· Update concerning Rail Freight Hub.  
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Veronica Lockley
· Requested update concerning Noticeboards. 
· Out of date information on Noticeboards. 

· Staffordshire Website also has out of date information. 

· F Beardsmore said Noticeboards to be included on the Agenda for the next Parish Council Meeting. 

· Community Centre Noticeboard to advertise “What’s On” at the Centre. 

Margaret Goodwin
· F Beardsmore gave details update to Mrs Goodwin regarding the introduction of “No Parking Lines” on New Road and the Consultation Procedure which would end on the 11th March 2019.  Confirmed.  
Brinsford Resident
· Dog Fouling on New Road – Need Dog Waste Bin plus Signage. 
· Fish Farm – R Cope confirmed Phil Edge (SSDC) visited three times – Summons issued. 

· Cars speeding on East Road plus Bus (No. 68) using route East Road – Malayan Way – Clerk to enquire with Passenger Transport. 
4)
POLICE MATTERS

Police Report 20/01/2019 

20/01/2019 – 20/02/2019 – Featherstone
· Main headlines since the last meeting: Burglary Residential, The Avenue.  Also robbery at The Avenue under police investigation.  
· ASB hotspots: increased in suspicious activity around (The Avenue), however, PCSO’s aware and patrolling the area to provide advice and reassurance to local residents.  Also boy racers at Cannock Road. 
· What are we asking you to do to increase community intelligence?  E.g. if there is a problem with drugs in Church Lane, do the other residents know, what have they seen/heard?  Feed it back in to us with times/dates the ASB/Criminal activity is taking place. 

· Updates on anything new – (parking buddies) moving back to Featherstone to be used at School run times.  
· Social Media – Smart Alerts / South Staffs Twitter.  Advertise next online surgery, face to face surgery and trending crimes. 

· Upcoming / past events – poster at Featherstone Post Office for local drop-ins. 

· F Beardsmore commented that if a PCSO leaves, they will not be replaced.  The Clerk to enquire with the Police Commissioner as to why a replacement will not be recruited. 
· Councillor R Tucker commented that many Parishioners say the 101 service is not effective.  Calls are graded 1-10.  
· Details were given of Anti-Social Behaviour. 
5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from I Harvey, D Betts and H Lobuczek.
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 10th January 2019 be agreed as a true and correct record.   

Resolved:
To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 10th January 2019 as a true and correct record.  
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors T Smitheman, F Beardsmore, R Tucker and J Beardsmore declared an interest in relation to all matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 
8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
50th Anniversary of Closure of Hilton Main


It was proposed (D Perks), seconded (J Brindle) to donate £150.00 towards the Catering costs for the event. 


Resolved:
To donate £150.00 towards the Catering costs for the 50th Anniversary of the closure of Hilton Main. 

b)
Area to the Rear of the Llondis Shop


The Clerk reported he had not received a reply from Lucy Macdonald but had received a read/receipt regarding the email sent.  The Clerk to enquire regarding this matter.  

c)
Local Prisons


The Clerk to enquire with the three prisons to arrange a meeting with each during March or April 2019.
d)
Fingerposts

The Clerk confirmed the three fingerposts should be delivered in the next 10-14 days. 
e)
Meeting with Gavin Williamson M.P. – Motorway Link


The Clerk reported a meeting had been arranged with Gavin Williamson M.P. on Friday, 8th March 2019 at 4.00pm at his office in Codsall.  Councillors        G Reynolds, T Smitheman, R Tucker, F Beardsmore and R Cope to attend. 
9)
HIGHWAYS
· Potholes on A460/M54 traffic island.  The Clerk to report to the appropriate authority.
· Other Highway matters already raised with County Councillor B Williams. 

· The Clerk reported a meeting had been arranged with Helen Fisher, SCC Cabinet Member for Highways on the 10th April 2019 at 4.00pm.  
10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
· Danecourt Limited inspected roof today. 
· Light on Car Park not working and in need of repair.

· Schneider Control Panel on Boiler needs attention – Require repair cost estimate.  
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE ACADEMY GOVERNORS’ REPORT
· J Brindle reported Norman Snell had retired as a Governor. 
· School working towards a good report. 
12)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Attended sixteen incidents during last month. 
· The Clerk confirmed received refund payment of £600.00 from First Responders. 
13)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

Teresa Smith (SSHA) reported the following:-
· SSHA grounds team have been working in all our areas (including Featherstone) carrying out winter works.  They have been doing a general tidy up of the areas including the cutting back of communal hedges on open spaces, communal blocks, etc. 

· If cars have been parked up close to any hedges where work was needed to be done, then they’ve had to miss those areas and try and go back at a later date and hope the cars have gone. 

· If any areas have been missed, then all we can do is apologise but it may be that they’ve not known its SSHA land being a new in-house team or that they ran out of time, bearing in mind we cover a huge area spreading from Stone, Rugeley, Wheaton Aston, Coven, Brewood, Codsall, Bilbrook, Pattingham, Perton, Wombourne, Kinver just to mention a few. 

· The team have only been in-house since April of last year so we are still in the first year of running.  There will be areas that we may miss and if there is, please bring it to our attention so we can firstly check its our land, and then add it to the schedule as soon as possible. 

· Play Park at East Road, Brinsford – I didn’t realise this was our responsibility so I have asked the grounds team to cut back the entrance to the park as soon as possible and then the surrounding area will be done as and when possible. 

· The grounds team are hoping to start the grass cutting season at the beginning of March (weather permitting) to get a good head start, any other areas that are needed to be done will  be done as and when possible unless a H & S issue. 
14)
REPORT – BRINSFORD RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

G Reynolds provided a copy of the Brinsford Community Association Minutes of the Meeting held on the 12th February 2019. 
15)
PLANNING

a)
Planning Applications Received
i) 18/01005/FUL
Change of Description and amended plans received - Two storey side extension, single storey front living room and porch extension and retention of side boundary fence. 
1 Pennycross Gardens, Featherstone


Planning Permission Granted
b)
Other Planning Matters
R Cope gave an update concerning the meeting/presentation at South Staffordshire Council regarding the Motorway Link and the presentation by Highways England.  South Staffordshire Council preparing a Noise and Pollution Impact Report.  Presentation to be given by Highways England on the 16th March 2019 at Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 
16)
CORRESPONDENCE

· SSDC – Helen Astley – Invitation to the Chairman of South Staffordshire Council’s Civic Candlelit Dinner – 8th March 2019. 
· SPCA – Bulletin.
· G Hughes – Donation request towards cost of tree work with a total project cost £3,250.00.  M Perks abstained from the vote. 
· It was proposed (G Reynolds), seconded (J Brindle) and agreed to make a donation of £300.00 towards the cost of tree work.  

Resolved: 
To donate £300.00 towards the cost of tree work in the vicinity of Featherstone Academy. 

· SSC – Karen Richards – SHELAA and Local Plan Review.  FAQ – Ridgehill Wood. 
· SCC – Winter Energy Costs. 

· SSC – “Let’s Work Together”. 
· SSC – Notes from the Parish Champion Meeting held on the 24th January 2019. 

· SSC – Election Newsletter. 

· SSC – Ryan Taylor – Potential Funding for Green Spaces – Pocket Parks Plus Programme. 

· SSC – H Lobuczek – Neighbourhood Watch – Photographs of your Community. 

· HCI Data Limited – Change of Access Code. 

· SSC – Elaine Green – Campaign to reduce Dog Fouling. 

· Bilbrook Parish Council – Dog Fouling. 

· SSC – H Lobuczek – CCTV Cameras. 

17)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· Dog Fouling – M Perks reported incidents (2) to Lucy MacDonald but to date no response.  L MacDonald said she had a high number of cases.  R Cope agreed to take up this matter at the District Council.  G Reynolds also reported Dog Fouling increased on New Road.
· Street light outside the School by the small entrance not working – Clerk reported. 

· Last street light at bottom of Brookhouse Lane – Tree branches over light – Clerk reported.  

· Drain solid with silt – Right hand side going down Brookhouse Lane – Clerk reported. 
· Clearance of vegetation from gate to Play Equipment at Brinsford – Clerk reported to SSHA. 

· Noticeboards – Information required:-

List of Councillors

Work Club Details

Contact details of County and District Councillors 

· CCTV.
F Beardsmore mentioned the following:-

· Three areas. 
· School.
· Community Centre. 
Include on Agenda for next meeting. 

· Fly Tipping. 
T Smitheman gaves details of the District Council requesting £30.00 to dispose of a mattress. 

· Play Equipment
T Smitheman gave update regarding suppliers plus safety aspects. 

· Clerk to pass details of a SSHA skip on Dark Lane to Chris Gracey (Parish Clerk).
· Trees – Brinsford.
S Dores confirmed by email that the landowner’s agent had agreed that no further trees will be removed.  The Clerk to obtain details and procedure to have Preservation Orders issued for certain trees in the Parish. 
18)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Featherstone Play Equipment.

· CCTV. 
19)
DATE O NEXT MEETING 
· 14th March 2019.  
20)
FINANCE MATTERS
a) Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:-

	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	24/01/19
	003201
	R Young – Expenses
	109.00

	13/02/19
	003202
	K Malpass
	339.30

	13/02/19
	003203
	K Parkes
	339.30

	13/02/19
	003204
	C Hill
	339.30

	13/02/19
	003205
	R Young
	937.60

	21/02/19
	003206
	South Staffs Council
	817.84

	21/02/19
	003207
	HMRC (PAYE)
	299.40

	21/02/19
	003208
	HCI Data Limited
	84.00

	21/02/19
	003209
	Khoo Systems Limited
	132.00

	21/02/19
	003210
	FHCC
	30.00

	21/02/19
	003211
	Veolia
	427.70

	21/02/19
	003212
	P Bowker (50th Anniversary)
	150.00

	21/02/19
	003213
	Tree Donation
	300.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£4,305.44


Resolved:

· To issue the above cheques.
The Meeting closed at 9.38pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman











______________________
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