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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Thursday, 14th November 2019 at 6.45pm 

in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone
Present:
F Beardsmore, V Lockley, G Reynolds, T Smitheman, J Brindle, D Betts and 

J Beardsmore 
Also Present: 
Two Members of the Public

R Young – Clerk to the Council



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
· No matters reported.
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

F Beardsmore reported the following:-
· Green Bin emptying may change next year. 
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Members of the Public raised the following issues:-

· “Well Baby Clinic” – Need for Clinic to be reinstated.  Most areas have two Clinics each week.  F Beardsmore to make enquiries. 
· Flooding in area of Caravan Site off New Road.  Developer to site new static caravans on concrete pads.  Site meeting with P Edge (SSDC).  Reviewed culvert clearance plus sewer.  Flooding two weeks ago.  F Beardsmore to follow up.  Caravan site gates are down.  Hedges on New Road from Hilton Road to Farm require attention – Clerk to contact SCC regarding cutting back hedge. 

4)
POLICE MATTERS
a) 
Crimes in Featherstone – 13th October 2019 – 13th November 2019
· Burglary residential (including sheds and other buildings)   0
· Theft of Motor Vehicles (TOMV)
2    

· Sanderling Close – Van stolen off driveway 
· Dunlin Drive – Mercedes stolen off driveway

· Theft from Motor Vehicles (TFMV)
1
· Green Way Court – Number plates stolen off van

· Violence against the person

0

· Drugs




0

· Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB)

3
· The Avenue – Report of two motorbikes doing wheelies and speeding up The Avenue, visited the offenders and advice given.
· M54 – Reports of Drag racing place on Sundays. 

· Hilton Lane – Local kids knocking on doors, local kids have been spoken to in front of parents.  
· Criminal Damage
0

PCSO 8861 Teresa Nicholls, Codsall Police Station

· J Brindle commented he had witnessed drug use in the Public House.

· Councillors reviewed Police Drop-in dates. 

5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from M Perks, R Tucker, R Barnett, B Williams and  R Cope. 
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (T Smitheman) and agreed that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 10th October 2019 be agreed as a true and correct record. 

Resolved:
To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 10th October 2019 as a true and correct record. 
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
· Councillors J Brindle, T Smitheman, F Beardsmore and J Beardsmore declared an interest in relation to all matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 
8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Static Caravan at Indian Restaurant (Kings Repose)
· Planning Enforcement ref: 19/00564/UNDEV.
· The Catherine Gutteridge – “The caravan is unauthorised.  Visited the site and have to further investigate to establish the owner of the land where the caravans and associated structures are located.  Will progress this as soon as possible and update you”. 

b)
Meeting with Prison Governor
· Featherstone
-
Deferred until new Governor appointed.  
· Brinsford
-
16th December 2019 – 11.00am

G Reynolds, D Betts, R Tucker or J.Brindle to attend. 
b) Brinsford Prison – Ground Maintenance 
· L Richards provided a copy of GOOP Newsletter. 
· L Richards confirmed the following:-

“Hopefully some residents eligible for ROTL at the beginning of December 2019.  Will be discussing further with the head of the OMU department that the Community Centre and Church will be priority placements. 

9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
a) 
South Crescent


The Clerk to confirm to SCC Highways that the bollard is now dangerous. 
b) 
Parking Bay outside the Chemist and Other Matters

The Clerk gave details of an email dated the 12th November 2019 received from M Keeling.  It was agreed the Clerk should enquire as follows:-
· Regarding lining (ASH) of Parking Bay could a timescale be provided. 

· Brookhouse Lane – Previously informed, included in 2020 programme – Why change to 2021. 

· Request update regarding repairs to M54/A460 plus details of Slip Road Closures. 
c) 
B Williams

Parking on Pavement opposite Featherstone Fish and Chip Shop

The Fish and Chip Shop is an extremely popular attraction due to the great quality of food it dispenses.  


Will the residents of Olde Hall Road and South Crescent have cause to complain as the visitors to the Chip Shop and Costcutter Shop find places to park?

Normally if motorists obeyed the law there is no problem.  Would double yellow lines be obeyed?  There has been a traffic problem at this location for many a year so maybe the Parish Council should consider if it is worthwhile transferring the problem and upsetting others. 


Before I go further with this, I would appreciate the views of the Councillors through the local residents who live near to the location.  

· Residents have been contacting the Chairman about parking on the corner of South Crescent/The Avenue (second junction down).  Residents have difficulty with access to homes.   
d) 
Brookhouse Lane
· The Clerk to request a Site Meeting at Brookhouse Lane Cycleway with         M Keeling, B Williams and K Perry. 
e) 
Grit Bins
Bob Taylor (SSDC)

Bob Taylor agreed to the following:-

· Will replace litter bin adjacent to M54/A460 traffic island.
· Will adapt two red waste bins. 

The Clerk to inform Bob Taylor the Metal Waste Bin located at entrance to Oaks Drive from New Road is damaged. 

f) 
Double Red Lines
· The Clerk to ask M Keeping for criteria as J Brindle seen for Red No Parking  in Bloxwich.  Request red lines from A460 (Post Office) for 15 metres down The Avenue. 
10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
· J Beardsmore reported the Community Centre received a lot of Bookings. 
· F Beardsmore confirmed the Electrical Survey completed which highlighted some remedial work needed.  The Clerk to forward Schedule to Insurers. 
· J Beardsmore reported no more rain had come through the roof area. 
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE ACADEMY GOVERNORS’ REPORT

· No matters reported.
12)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Thirteen incidents attended during last month. 
13)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION
· Garages in Brookhouse Close – Six garages; only one being used.  Request details of why not in use. 
· Alyson Morton confirmed the hedges in the parking areas on Hilton Road will be cut back.  
14)
REPORT – BRINSFORD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

· The Clerk to make further enquiries regarding people in protective clothing reviewing/testing ground on Royal Ordnance Site. 
· Lighting a beacon on New Year’s Eve – 11.30pm – 2.00am. 
· Bench repairs ongoing.
15)
PLANNING

a) 
Planning Applications
· None received. 
b) 
Highways England
· Letter dated 11th November 2019 regarding M54 to M6 Link Road.  

Non-Statutory Supplementary Consultation – 11th November 2019 – 11th December 2019. 

F Beardsmore commented as follows:-

· Will provide cycle path.

· Whitgreave Wood.

· Presentation at Community Centre. 

c) 
Development in Parish
F Beardsmore reported on a meeting with a prospective developer and mentioned the following:-
· Ownership of Leisure facilities could be registered with the Parish Council or the District Council. 
· Safeguarding Land – Release in 2022.  Option of adjoining land. 

· At present having 89 houses will go up to 139 houses – Safeguarding taken out of Green Belt. 

· Social Housing reduced to 22. 

· Will review some of the land for contamination issues. 

· Coming back again to review potential development. 

d) 
Local Plan
F Beardsmore mentioned the following:-

· Local Plan preferred option G.

· Coven Heath and Essington 1200-1500 houses.

· A449 (not our area) 1500 houses to be built at side A449, which will come near to Brinsford  (Bickfords).

· SSDC needs to build 8,800.

· Need to look online Local Plan Infrastructure Delivery – Comments need to be submitted.  
16)
CORRESPONDENCE

· WYG – Lauren Knox – Prospective Developer – Display in Community Centre 10th December 2019 – 12.00 noon – 8.00pm.

· SSDC – Street Homelessness Survey – Night of 14th November 2019 – One person sleeping in a car at Brinsford.
· Allied Westminster Insurer – Request for Fixed Electrical Inspection – Cover reduced until new inspection. 
· SPCA – Annual Report and Accounts 2018-2019.
· SPCA – Annual General Meeting 2nd December 2019. 

· Gavin Williamson M.P. – Letter with enclosure from Helen Fisher (SCC) regarding Highway Matters – The Clerk to write back to G Williamson M.P. that reply is not adequate or appropriate. 

· SPCA Bulletin.

· Rebecca Potter (SSDC) – Removal of BT Telephone Boxes – No problem with removal of Telephone Box on A460 as not used during last 12 months.

· Rebecca Morgan (SSDC) – Closed Churchyards – Special Expenses Report. 

· Notice of Election (SSDC).

· David Pattison (SSDC) – Note regarding Purdah.

· SSDC – My Staffordshire Newsletter – November 2019.

· Catherine Gutteridge (SSDC) – Guidance for Outdoor Advertisements and Signs. 

· Helen Astley (SSDC) – Tour of Halfpenny Green Vineyards – Monday, 25th November 2019. 

· Ryan Taylor (SSDC) – Follow up to the Parish Summit – October 2019. 

· SSDC – Briefing Note for Members and Parishes October 2019 – Cannock Chase SAC Partnership Consultation. 

· Matthew Coglan at KKP – South Staffordshire Parish Council Survey.

17)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· Old Lane – Doctors Surgery to Baneberry Road – Mud, water, branches – Dangerous for Parishioners, especially Senior Citizens walking to Doctors Surgery.  Clerk to request SCC to arrange clearance. 
· CCTV – Helen Marshall.

At Locality Meeting Police said “sort problem with access to CCTV mast”.  
Clerk to contact H Marshall for key to give access to mast. 

· J Brindle confirmed he would arrange for panel to be welded back in place on the Muga. 
· Security posts at Community Centre plus provision of barriers. 

It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (J Beardsmore) and agreed to purchase two barriers to restrict/stop access to grounds around Community Centre. 

Resolved:



To purchase two barriers. 
· Play Equipment Repairs – Featherstone Councillor V Lockley agreed to provide the Clerk with photograph of repairs needed.   
18)
VILLAGE GREEN - BRINSFORD
· D Betts said need to look at Village Green again and possibility of being reinstated. 
· F Beardsmore said that an option would be for Brinsford Residents Association to have ownership of the Village Green. 

· J Brindle said should look at again in more detail. 

· T Smitheman said it had been mentioned there were limits as to assets that can be accepted by a Charity.  

· J Brindle commented a Bund perimeter would be required. 

· The Clerk to make enquiries with SCC Legal as to whether Brinsford Residents Association as a Charity could accept and takeover the land at Brinsford.

19)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· Wednesday, 11th December 2019. 

(Due to Election on the 12th December 2019). 
20)
FINANCE MATTERS
a) Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:-

	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	14/11/19
	003280
	Khoo Systems
	24.00

	14/11/19
	003281
	Mazars LLP
	360.00

	14/11/19
	003282
	Viking Electric
	218.40

	14/11/19
	003283
	Veolia
	427.70

	14/11/19
	003284
	Vaughan Davis
	120.00

	14/11/19
	003285
	Autoguard Alarms
	218.40

	14/11/19
	003286
	Playsafety Limited
	99.00

	14/11/19
	003287
	R Young
	1,000.00

	14/11/19
	003288
	C Hill
	355.17

	14/11/19
	003289
	H Parkes
	352.57

	14/11/19
	003290
	K Malpass
	298.37

	14/11/19
	003291
	HMRC (PAYE)
	383.88

	14/11/19
	003292
	Cancelled 
	0.00

	14/11/19
	003293
	FHCC
	30.00

	14/11/19
	003294
	NTR Electrical
	1,140.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£5,027.49


Resolved: 
To issue the above cheques.
b) 
Featherstone Methodist Church
Letter dated 5th November 2019 requesting financial assistance towards a funding shortfall of £860.00 to install slabs around the Church. 

It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (D Betts) and agreed a donation of £250.00 would be made when the balance of the shortfall of £610.00 has been obtained. 
Resolved:


That £250.00 would be donated towards the cost of pathways when the balance of the shortfall of £610.00 has been raised. 

c) 
Annual Return 2018-2019
The Clerk reported that the external auditor (Mazars) had approved the Annual Return for 2018-2019 stating “Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met”. 

· Requested a record is kept of all Code of Conduct training . 
· Clerk to use the standard format for Bank Reconciliation. 

· Internal Auditor to check tick boxes. 

· Public Rights Notice to be included on Website. 
The Meeting closed at 9.35pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman











______________________
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