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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Thursday, 13th June 2019 at 6.45pm 

in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone
Present:
R Tucker, G Reynolds, T Smitheman, J Brindle and D Betts
Also Present: 
District Councillor R Cope

Two Members of the Public
Two Officers – Staffordshire Police 

R Young – Clerk to the Council


 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
· No report received.  
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

District Councillor R Cope mentioned the following:-

· Concerns raised regarding the Motorway Link Road:-
· Air pollution. 

· Loss of Trade for Garage.  (D Betts raised concerns at blocking off the A460).

· Health issues. 

· Update regarding Rail Hub mentioning area to be developed and need to build the Rail Hub first. 
· Ground Maintenance at Shareshill Cemetery.   
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· D Rowe mentioned the drains on East Road needed attention, especially outside No. 40, East Road, Brinsford on both sides of road. 
· R Tucker requested the Clerk to contact the Governors of Oakwood and Brinsford Prisons to assist with ground maintenance at Shareshill Graveyard. 

· R Tucker, D Betts and G Reynolds all said the Governor at Brinsford was very supportive at the meeting at Brinsford Prison.  
4)
POLICE MATTERS

13/05/2019 – 13/06/2019 – Featherstone
· Main headlines since the last meeting: Burglary Residential x 2, Church Road/ Shareshill – 2 vehicles and attempted Break.  Local PCSO attended House to House for intelligence gathering speaking to also looking for CCTV to identify the offenders, crime prevention aspect flyers were posted to addresses. 

· ASB 1 Report of Noise Nuisance, however, relate agency aware and dealing with.  South Crescent – Neighbour dispute, the leans – vehicles revving engines, Church Road – vehicles racing and Community Centre youths on roof.  
· What are we asking you to do to increase community intelligence?  E.g. if there is a problem with drugs in Church Lane, do the other residents know, what have they seen/heard?  Feed it back in to us with times/dates the ASB/Criminal activity is taking place.  
· SOCIAL MEDIA – Smart Alerts / South Staffs Twitter.  Advertise next online surgery, face to face surgery and trending crimes. 

· Poster at Featherstone Post Office for local drop-ins. 

· Any questions that haven’t been covered?

Regards.


Staffordshire Police

PCSO 25931


Joey Stevens

· G Reynolds gave details of the anti-social behaviour of a resident at Brinsford and the adverse impact on neighbours, including a resident who decided to move away.  Gave details of incident with a machete. 
· Councillors commented that some incidents did not appear to be included in the Statistics report.  The Clerk to enquire with Staffordshire Police Offender Management Section regarding the criteria applied when moving individuals and whether existing residents, including the number of senior citizen in the area, are taken into consideration. 

· R Cope gave details of drug dealing at Shareshill and The Avenue.  J Brindle gave the timetable for a drug dealing transaction at Featherstone which takes place blatantly same time same place.  D Betts also gave details of drug dealing near to the Community Centre.  

· J Brindle asked if PCSO Joey Stevens could visit the Senior Citizens Club on a Thursday at 12 noon. 
5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from F Beardsmore, M Perks and J Beardsmore. 
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 9th May 2019 be agreed as a true and correct record.   

Resolved:
To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 9th May 2019.  
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
· Councillors T Smitheman, R Tucker and J Brindle declared an interest in relation to all matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 

· D Betts completed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office Form and a Notification by Member of Disclosable Pecuniary and Other Interest Form.  
8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Local Prisons


Featherstone and Brinsford Prisons



The Clerk to enquire regarding follow-up meetings in the Autumn 2019.

b)
Oaks Drive – Street Lighting


The Clerk to contact Featherstone Prison regarding the need to check and repair the street lighting on Oaks Drive, Brinsford as Featherstone Prison is the landlord for that area. 
c)
Fingerpost

The Clerk reported the Fingerspost had been made and only need to have the wording included.  The Clerk or J Brindle to collect the Fingerpost. 
9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
· The Clerk mentioned that F Beardsmore planned to have a follow-up meeting with Mark Keeling to review highway issues, including the condition of the road surface on the A460/M54 traffic island.  R Cope reported he had attended a meeting with Mark Keeling and B Williams this morning. 
10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
· Details to be reported at the next Parish Council Meeting.  R Tucker and J Brindle mentioned the need for the Centre to arrange a meeting of the Trustees/Committee. 
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Attended 22 incidents. 
12)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE ACADEMY GOVERNORS’ REPORT

J Brindle mentioned the following:-

· Poor attendance at recent meeting.

· Budget agreed.

· More children (parents) applying for places at School. 

· Norman Snell – Plaque to be presented at School.
13)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, to have meeting with the Association. 
14)
REPORT – BRINSFORD RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

G Reynolds reported the following:-

· G Reynolds to install posts and arrange planting of flowers.  Thanks from Residents’ Association. 

· Noticeboard and Benches painted.
· Children cutting marks into Benches. 

15)
PLANNING


Planning Applications Received
i) 19/00417/FUL
Proposed two storey side extension with gable roof.
18 North Crescent, Featherstone
16)
Other Planning Matters
· S Meredith (SSDC) Schedule of Enforcement Open Cases. 
· 19/00389/Tree – 15 Primrose Gardens, Featherstone – Proposal to carry out work to Oak Tree. 

· Brindley Operations Centre – Fuel Tanks.

· The Clerk enquired with R Cope regarding any further information from the District Council.  R Cope gave details of houses built at Cannock Chase which now have a problem with inflammable material. 

· The Clerk to inform the Governor at Brinsford Prison (Heather Whitehead) as to the close proximity of tanks. 

· The Clerk to enquire with Phil Spruce, Environmental Officer at SSDC.

17)
CORRESPONDENCE

· A Aston (SSDC) – Street Scene Update. 
· S Wilkinson – Allied Westminster Insurance.
· R Morris (SSDC) – Council News Round Up.
· SPCA – Bulletin.
· SCC – My Staffordshire Newsletter.
· Helen Astley (SSDC) – Parish Council Chairman Information. 

· Helen Astley (SSDC) – Armed Forces Day – 24th June 2019. 

· SCC – Changes to Bus Timetable Service 1, 2/2A and 70.
· HCI Data Limited – Change of Code. 

· Helen Astley (SSDC) – Nomination for Co-optee onto South Staffordshire Council’s Standards and Resources Committee.  The Clerk to forward R Tucker and G Reynolds as Nomination. 

· Highways England confirmation of consultation period for M54 – M6 Link Road Scheme 24/05/19 – 05/07/19.  Letter dated 23/05/19 from Andy Kelly.  
18)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 


Featherstone Academy
· J Brindle reported that Featherstone Academy had asked if the Parish Council would be prepared to provide a Grit Bin to be located in the Academy Yard.
· It was proposed, seconded and agreed that a Grit Bin should be purchased for Featherstone Academy.
Resolved:
To purchase a Grit Bin for Featherstone Academy.
· R Tucker to review trees in the Malayan Way area regarding Tree Preservation Orders. 

· J Brindle reported on the poor condition of the land to the rear of Red, White and Blue.  The Clerk to contact the Public House owners. 


Play Equipment
T Smitheman gave a detailed update regarding the provision of play equipment mentioning the following:-
· Meeting with Sovereign.
· Further Supplier Meetings.
· D Betts asked if it could be specified to all Suppliers the type of equipment needed. 
New Councillors
· G Reynolds mentioned need to resolve appointment of Co-opted Parish Councillors for the next Parish Council Meeting. 
Huddlestone Close
R Cope gave details of a piece of land at Huddlestone Close which belongs to the District Council.  Original planned for pylon but now a Green Open Space.  Need to request kept as Green Open Space. 

Media 

J Brindle mentioned concerns regarding material included on Parish Council Media outlets and enquired if every inclusion is approved by F Beardsmore or M Perks.

Village Barber
R Tucker reported the Village Barber had now left and had done work in the Village for 25-28 years and should be considered for a plaque.  J Brindle said other businesses have given time and services.  This matter was not progressed. 
19)
TWINNING

J Brindle reported that Featherstone Academy were interested in Twinning as children would be involved.  

It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (G Reynolds) that the Clerk to obtain information for the September 2019 Parish Council Meeting.


Resolved:
The Clerk to obtain information and details for the September 2019 Parish Council Meeting. 
20)
FINANCE MATTERS
a) Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:-

	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	13/06/19
	003149
	Riverside Joinery
	60.00

	13/06/19
	003150
	Khoo Systems
	24.00

	13/06/19
	003151
	R Young
	1,000.00

	13/06/19
	003152
	C Hill
	355.77

	13/06/19
	003153
	K Parkes
	352.57

	13/06/19
	003154
	K Malpas
	298.37

	13/06/19
	003155
	HMRC (PAYE)
	383.88

	13/06/19
	003156
	Towergate
	3,287.61

	13/06/19
	003157
	Waterplus
	300.75

	13/06/19
	003158
	Veolia
	321.77

	13/06/19
	003159
	K Parkes (Coat etc)
	66.99

	
	
	TOTAL
	£6,451.71


Resolved: 
To issue the above cheques.
b)
Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2018/2019 
· The Clerk gave details of the Receipts and Payments for the year ended 31st March 2019.

· It was proposed (R Tucker), seconded (J Brindle) and agreed that the Chairman of the Meeting and Clerk should sign the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2018/2019.

Resolved:
The Chairman of the Meeting and Clerk to sign the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2018/2019.
21)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· Thursday, 11th July 2019. 
22)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre – Meeting to be arranged.

The Meeting closed at 20.49pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman











______________________
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