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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Thursday, 12th September 2019 at 6.45pm 

in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone
Present:
F Beardsmore, V Lockey, G Reynolds, M Perks, J Brindle, R Tucker, D Betts and 

T Smitheman 
Also Present: 
County Councillor B Williams

District Councillor R Cope


One Member of the Public


R Young – Clerk to the Council



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

B Williams mentioned the following:-

· M Keeling to contact Highways England regarding the surface condition of the M54/A460 traffic island.

· “People Helping People Fund” – Telephoned Z Webb but to date received no reply. 

· SSDC – “Let’s Work Together”. 

· SCC to review all areas of Staffordshire – 4,000 houses proposed for Birmingham.  Infrastructure is the other part that needs to be considered. 

· F Beardsmore stressed that any repairs to the surface of the M54/A460 needs to be a “Proper Job”.  R Tucker commented that if the standard is the same as Brookhouse Lane it will be worse. 
· J Brindle enquired as to how do you apply to the “People Helping People Fund”.  Need to notify B Williams plus application on the Website. 

· F Beardsmore reported that the Parish Council had held two Public Meetings regarding Leisure Facilities to be installed on the College site.  At these meetings so many Parishioners raised concerns regarding the Cycle Path on Brookhouse Lane.  F Beardsmore said this matter is very urgent and an accident waiting to happen.  B Williams replied this item was not a priority.  F Beardsmore said that if nothing is done about the Cycle Path, then will arrange for Adults and Children to give their concerns to the media.

· F Beardsmore also raised the possibility of Rabbit Lane (off New Road) being made a walkway again.  Also commented a lot of dumping of rubbish at this location.  B Williams agreed to look into this subject. 
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

R Cope reported the following:-
· Attended recent Full Council Meeting. 
· Raised concerns regarding Cannabis roots left in the area. 

· A lot of comments on Facebook regarding grass cutting/weeds.  Notified        A Aston (SSDC).  Circulated map of areas to be cut by SSDC – Hardly anything due to the District Council, most the Housing Association and Staffordshire County Council.  A Morton (SSHA) works three days a week – promised to look at Blue Alley.  Also contacted Mark Keeling – Same procedure with cutting bushes as potholes – Report location and Amey Inspector decides on priority.  Obtain reference number and if no action contact Mark Keeling. 
F Beardsmore mentioned the following:-

· Attended recent Full Council Meeting. 
· Attended Standards Committee meeting today – Code of Conduct. 

· The Clerk reported that the Auditor had raised questions regarding adoption of a Code of Conduct and Code of Conduct Training. 

· G Reynolds to confirm Bus Route No. to request change back to previous route. 

· Section of MUGA adjacent to Community Centre has come out.  J Brindle agreed to arrange for a welder to repair on site.  F Beardsmore requested       J Brindle to put more tape across opening. 

· Expenses set for four years. 

· Twenty-seven Parish Councils – with requests to SSDC that Parish Councillors are paid. R Tucker commented to keep minds open and monitor what other Parish Councils do. 

· F Beardsmore reported on Meeting with Midland Heart regarding South View Close.  Agreed to look at the selection criteria for potential tenants for South View Close in future   
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

D Rowe enquired that with additional houses being built, will there be changes to the bus service.  F Beardsmore said he was not aware of any proposed changes. 
4)
POLICE MATTERS
a) 
Crime Report – Featherstone – 12th August 2019 – 12th September 2019
· Burglary residential (including sheds and other buildings).

· Hilton Lane, Shareshill – 6ft Meerkat stolen overnight from front garden.
· School Close – Distract Burglary.  Offender entered property asking to look for a kitten in garden.  Offended opened chest of drawers in bedroom, nothing taken. 
· Theft of Motor Vehicles (TOMV)
0    

· Theft from Motor Vehicles (TFMV)
1

· Penderell Close – Rear doors on Van forced open.  Power tools, drills stolen.

· Violence against the person

0

· Drugs




0

· Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB)

3

· Brookhouse Close – Report of kids knocking and run.

· The Avenue – Report of kids hanging around the chip shop asking for money.

· Cannock Road – Three reports of Vehicles racing BMW by the motorway island.

· Criminal damage.
PCSO 8861 Teresa Nicholls

Watling Police Station
b) 
Other Police Matters
G Reynolds commented as follows regarding the Travellers at Brinsford:-

· Local resident telephoned 101 – took 40 minutes for call to be answered. 
· Residents phoned Police with incident details including details of Knives and Anti-Social Behaviour.

· B Williams gave details of lady in car when man smashed side window and took handbag and said; “follow me and you are dead”. 
5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from J Beardsmore and R Barnett. 
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 8th August 2019 be agreed as a true and correct record, subject to one amendment. 


Delete:

T Smietheman

Include:
T Smitheman

Resolved:
To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 8th August 2019, subject to the above amendment.  
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
· Councillors R Tucker, J Brindle, T Smitheman and F Beardsmore declared an interest in relation to all matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 
8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Static Caravan at Indian Restaurant (Kings Repose)
· Catherine Gutteridge confirmed this matter was in the system to be checked and reviewed.  J Brindle reported paths and conifers installed. 

b)
Meeting with Prison Governor
· Featherstone
-
17th October 2019 – 3.00pm
· Brinsford
-
23rd October 2019 – 3.00pm

· Oakwood
-
24th September 2019 – 4.00pm 

Confirmed that R Tucker, D Betts and G Reynolds to attend. 

c)
Fingerpost
· J Brindle to collect Fingerpost from Tamworth when in the area. 
9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
a) 
County Councillor B Williams


Earlier in the Meeting concerns were raised with B Williams regarding the following:-
· Clearance of Cycle Path on Brookhouse Lane.
· Poor condition of road surface on M54/A460 traffic island.

F Beardsmore commented that should there be no positive development regarding the above, then may consider bringing to the attention of the media. 
b) 
South Crescent

M Perks reported the bollards at the top of South Crescent are loose. 
c) 
Parking Bay outside the Chemist

The Clerk confirmed that renewal of the parking lines had been reported to SCC Highways. 
d) 
Malayan Way Litter – Brookhouse Lane Waste and Tyres

F Beardsmore confirmed he had reported both matters to SSDC.

10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
· F Beardsmore reported grant applications have been put on hold but hoped to resume in near future. 
· Bollards for around Community Centre ground.  J Brindle to obtain quotation to install bolldards with 3’ above ground and 3’ below. 
· It was proposed, seconded and agreed the Chairman should decide on acceptance of quotation under Chairman’s Action to install bollards. 

Resolved:
The Chairman to decide on acceptance of quote to install bollards around Centre Grounds. 
· J Brindle abstained from vote. 
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE ACADEMY GOVERNORS’ REPORT

· J Brindle reported meeting held last night regarding training and other school matters. 
12)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Twenty-seven incidents attended during last month. 
13)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION
· Councillors reviewed plan (provided by R Cope) of areas in Parish where SSHA, SCC and SSDC are responsible for undertaking ground maintenance. 
14)
REPORT – BRINSFORD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

G Reynolds reported the following:-

· Failure of Police to respond on 101 regarding incidents with Travellers and the delay in moving on the Travellers. 
· D Betts asked if it would be worth considering the land in question for a Village Green – The Clerk to include on next month’s Agenda. 

· F Beardsmore said the District Council got involved with the Travellers, but there was no need. 

· R Cope and F Beardsmore confirmed use of Section 61 by the Police will legally move Travellers.  
15)
PLANNING

· Planning matters referred to Private and Confidential. 
16)
CORRESPONDENCE

· SSDC – Alison Long – Code of Conduct. 
· Brinsford Prison – Laura Richards – Ground Maintenance. 
· Viking Electrics – Lighting Column problem. 

· Housing Plus Group – Complaints Form. 

· SSDC – Helen Marshall – Local Police Engagement Meeting – Autumn 2019. 

· SPCA Bulletin. 

· Support Staffordshire – Grant Funding. 

· SCC – Bus Service Changes. 

· Information Commissioner’s Office – Receipt of Payment. 

· Staffordshire Archives and Heritage Newsletter. 

· South Staffordshire Open Space Assessment. 

· My Staffordshire Newsletter – September 2019. 

· ROSPA Play Safety Inspection. 

· G Williamson M.P. – Copy letter sent by Barbara Griffiths – Clerk to draft a reply.   
17)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

a) Red, White and Blue Public House


R Tucker and J Brindle attended site meeting with representatives of Public House owners.  Agreed constructive meeting. 



The Clerk to enquire as to replies to questions raised and any proposals.  Also, Clerk to thank representatives of owners for meeting. 

b) 
Play Equipment  
It was proposed, seconded and agreed that T Smitheman should confirm to the preferred supplier of play equipment  items required, subject to funding.  

Resolved:
Confirm items required to preferred supplier, subject to funding obtained. 
18)
TWINNING
· The Clerk outlined details obtained from SPCA and Colwich Twinning Association. 

· It was agreed to defer this matter until further information obtained from School.
19)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Village Green – Brinsford. 
· Community Centre – Ground Maintenance. 

20)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· Thursday, 10th October 2019. 
21)
FINANCE MATTERS
a) Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:-

	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	13/08/19
	003253
	R Young (Mileage)
	53.40

	13/08/19
	003254
	Cancelled
	0.00

	13/08/19
	003255
	Towergate Insurance
	3,287.61

	13/08/19
	003256
	D Betts (Reimburse)
	43.00

	12/09/19
	003257
	Waterplus
	335.11

	12/09/19
	003258
	Khoo Systems
	24.00

	12/09/19
	003259
	Khoo Systems (RY)
	27.00

	12/09/19
	003260
	R Young (Public Meeting)
	188.55

	12/09/19
	003261
	SSDC (GM)
	92.52

	12/09/19
	003262
	R Young
	1,000.00

	12/09/19
	003263
	C Hill
	355.77

	12/09/19
	003264
	K Parkes
	352.57

	12/09/19
	003265
	K Malpass
	298.37

	12/09/19
	003266
	HMRC (PAYE)
	383.88

	12/09/19
	003267
	Diamond Fire Security 
	326.16

	12/09/19
	003268
	FHCC
	30.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£6,797.94


Resolved: 
To issue the above cheques.
PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL
22)
PLANNING
a) 
Parish Developments – Public Meeting  
· Councillors reviewed details of the Public Meetings held on Tuesday, 3rd September 2019 and Sunday, 8th September 2019. 
· G Reynolds circulated Summary and Schedule of Comments of residents recorded and produced by R Barnett. 
·  F Beardsmore thanked everyone who distributed details of Meetings. 
· Parish Council have Section 106 Agreement. 

· The following aspects were reviewed:-

· Leisure Facilities preferred, i.e. Football Pitch, Allotments. 

· Concerns regarding Infrastructure. 

· Need Independent Review. 

· Provision of Path, including route of path. 

· Cycle Path – Flooding. 

· Management of Rabbit Lane.

· Can Whitehouse Road be opened. 

· Implications for New Road. 

· Land Ownership. 

· Building can only start if Section 106 applied. 

 Possible developers. 

· Facilities provided should be to the correct specification.  Applicable to Football Pitch, Changing Rooms, Allotments, BMX Track. 

· Access to Allotments. 

· R Tucker commented need to produce a protocol for Public Meeting for the future with total control of vote. F.Beardsmore agreed. 

· Vote for both Public meetings was in favour of the provision of Sport/Leisure Facilities. 

· It was proposed, seconded and agreed to have another meeting with developer of site to outline the following facilities:-
· Sports Field. 

· Changing Rooms with Multi-Use Room. 

· Football Pitch (standard size) plus Maintenance costs. 

· Car Parking. 

· Road access to Allotments. 

· BMX Track.

· Land Ownership. 

Resolved:
To arrange a further Meeting with developer to outline the above Leisure Facilities. 
The Meeting closed at 10.10pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman











______________________







Page 1/9
F Beardsmore, Chairman
______________________







Page 7/7

F Beardsmore, Chairman

