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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Thursday, 11th July 2019 at 6.45pm 

in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone
Present:
F Beardsmore, R Tucker, G Reynolds, J Brindle, D Betts, V Lockley and 


R Barnett

Also Present: 
County Councillor B Williams
PCSO Teresa Nicholls


 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
CO-OPTION OF PARISH COUNCILLORS
· It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (R Tucker) and agreed that V Lockley and R Barnett be co-opted as Parish Councillors for Featherstone and Brinsford Parish Council. 


Resolved:
To co-opt V Lockley and R Barnett as Parish Councillors for the Parish of Featherstone and Brinsford

R Reynolds abstained from the vote. 

· V Lockley and R Barnett completed and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office for Parish and Town Councillors Form. 
2)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

B Williams mentioned the following:-

· Apologised for not attending previous meetings. 
· Confirmed additional £5m available for Highway repairs. 

· Funding available of £20k for his seven Parish Councils.  Needs to use on an even basis. 
· Concerns raised regarding Air Pollution and M54/A460 traffic island.  

· J Brindle commented £5m additional funding for whole of Staffordshire will not go far. 

· New football team should apply for funding via the Parish Council. 

· F Beardsmore commented he had reviewed the M54/A460 traffic island with Mark Keeling who agreed the surface condition in sections was dangerous.    F Beardsmore commented this was a Health and Safety issue.  B Williams agreed to review this matter.  The Clerk gave B Williams a copy of the email received from M Keeling dated the 11th July 2019.  

· The Chairman, F Beardsmore thanked B Williams for attending the meeting. 
3)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

F Beardsmore reported the following:-
· District Council have objected to the M54 Link Road due to closures to Dark Lane. 
· Local Plan and call for sites update. 

· New developer interested in the College Site – Meeting with Parish Council to be requested. 

· Huddlestone Close – PCSO meeting with residents. 

· Standards Committee (SSDC) – Contacted R Tucker regarding vacancy on Committee.  
4)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· No matters raised. 
5)
POLICE MATTERS

Crime in Featherstone from 11th June to 11th July 2019 

Burglary residential (including sheds and other buildings)

0


Theft of Motor Vehicles (TOMV)




2


Hilton Lane, Shareshill – Range Rover stolen off driveway.  


Offenders took keys from outer building office, tracker was 


on vehicle and located in West Midlands.






Brookhouse Close – Van stolen and tools


Theft from Motor Vehicles (TFMV)




0


Violence against the person





0


Drugs








0


Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB)





4


Hilton Lane – Three local lads urinating in alleyway, spoken to


by police. 

South Crescent – Neighbour dispute, spoken to by police. 


South Crescent – Report of motor bike doing wheelies.


Hilton Lane – Report of group shouting and banging and eggs throwing


Criminal Damage






3


Cannock Road – Vehicle damaged, ignition damaged on car


boot day.


Cannock Road – Three tyres slashed on works van. 


Havergal Place, Shareshill – Damage to lock attempt to move 


vehicle in cus.


PCSO 8861 Teresa Nicholls


Watling Police Station

· J Brindle mentioned that Prison Incidents should be excluded from Parish post code as it impacts on Home and Vehicle insurance costs.  R Tucker enquired if crime statistics for Prisons could be made available.  F Beardsmore to send Teresa Nicholls the email details for R Tucker to send information. 
· G Reynolds mentioned the incident at Brinsford involving use of a machete. 

· The Clerk reported that Leslie Webb (Longton) had confirmed there was no set criteria regarding release of prisoners but the Prison Service, Probation Service, Police, Housing Association are consulted.  The character of the individual is also considered.  
6)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from J Beardsmore, M Perks and T Smitheman.
7)
MINUTES

It was proposed (G Reynolds), seconded (J Brindle) and agreed that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 13th June 2019 be agreed as a true and correct record.   

Resolved:
To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 13th June 2019.  
8)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
· Councillors R Tucker, J Brindle and F Beardsmore declared an interest in relation to all matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 
9)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
Shareshill Burial Ground
· The Clerk reported that both Oakwood and Brinsford Prisons were prepared to consider providing work teams to undertake ground maintenance, subject to the work meeting their criteria/guidelines.  F Beardsmore commented alternative work would be clearance of alleyways.  

· F Beardsmore reported a Tidy Up Weekend had been arranged for the Burial Ground.  

b)
Meeting with Governor of Featherstone Prison
· The Clerk the 17th October 2019 – 3.00pm – at the prison had been agreed.   The Clerk to confirm to Councillors by email nearer the date. 
c)
Fingerpost
· J Brindle agreed to collect the Fingerpost Kit from Riverside Joinery in Tamworth and paint the Fingerpost. 
10)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
· Condition of road surface on M54/A460 traffic island already raised with County Councillor B Williams and M Keeling. 
· R Tucker reported the speed of traffic on Brookhouse Lane was very high.  It was proposed, seconded and agreed this matter should be raised with County Councillor B Williams requesting the introduction of a 30mph speed limit, especially as there had been fatal accidents on this road in the past. 

Resolved:
To request County Councillor B Williams to progress the introduction of a 30mph speed limit on Brookhouse Lane. 
· The Clerk to report to SCC Highways and County Councillor B Williams that the Cycleway on Brookhouse Lane needs clearing as Cyclists are forced onto the highway mentioning there had been fatal accidents in the past. 
· The Clerk reported he had contacted SCC Highways regarding the blocked drains outside No. 40, East Road, Brinsford. 

· Street lights on Oaks Drive, Brinsford – The Clerk confirmed that Featherstone Prison contractors, Amey, were to survey the lights for repairs needed.  

· Malayan Way – East Road overgrown bushes.  Speed Limit Sign covered by vegetation.  The Clerk to report to SCC Highways and B Williams. 

· Email from Mark Keeling dated the 11th July 2019 reads as follows:-

My apologies for the delay in response.  I spoke with Frank a couple of weeks ago and said I would update him as soon as possible. 

Unfortunately, I have received no further information on this particular site and I will need to speak with both the Inspection team and the Structural Maintenance team for updates. 


The Structural Maintenance team are aware of the current condition, however, are unlikely to commit to “resurface” the whole island when a major project is pending in the area. 


However, we do need to keep the road safe and therefore I will need to seek the view of operational colleagues, including the Inspection team. 

As ever, I encourage all to report concerns directly to our highways teams, via the “mystaffs app” and the “report it” section of our website; this in itself raises awareness, creates a report log and initiates inspections.  


However, in the meantime, I will come back to both yourself and Frank at the earliest opportunity. 

Kind regards. 


Mark Keeling

11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
· Committee Meeting arranged for Wednesday 17th July 2019.  Agenda and Minutes to be circulated. 
· F Beardsmore reported the following:-

· Update regarding Heating System and Controls. 

· Gas and Electricity moved to another supplier. 

· Survey of system. 

· Clerk to contact Support Staffordshire regarding funding plus C.I.S.W.O.

· J Brindle commented that signage needs to be reviewed, including play equipment. 
12)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE ACADEMY GOVERNORS’ REPORT


J Brindle reported the following:-

· Meeting held last night. 

· Children’s attendance 96.9%.

· Presentation Event – Trophy for pupil who has not missed a day in 5 years. 

· Budget agreed. 

· New Teachers recruited. 
13)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Attended 18 incidents. 
14)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION
· Request sent to Housing Association for a Parish Site Meeting to discuss several outstanding issues including grass cutting. 
· Budget agreed.

15)
REPORT – BRINSFORD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

G Reynolds reported the following:-

· Hedges on College Road need cutting on Farm side.  Clerk to contact County Council and copy in B Williams (Malayan Way to East Road). 

· Need to purchase flower for Scouts/Cubs to plant.  

16)
PLANNING

· Brindley Operations Centre – Fuel Tanks – The Clerk reported he had brought this matter to the attention of Phil Edge, Environmental Officer at SSDC. 

17)
CORRESPONDENCE

· SSDC – Family Awareness for people affected by Dementia – 1st August 2019. 
· SSDC – Parish Summit – 11th October 2019. 

· Gavin Williamson M.P. – Reply dated 4th July 2019 from John Henderson, CB Chief Executive of SCC regarding Highway matters.  Original enquiry from       G Williamson dated 21st February 2019. 

· SSDC – Edward Fox – Open Space Strategy. 

· KKP Limited – Carmel Daniel – Open Space Provision. 

· SSDC – M54 to M6 Link Road: Ground Investigation Survey Work – Kelly Harris. 

· WMAS – National Defibrillator Network. 

· Staffordshire Archives and Heritage Newsletter. 

· SCC – Revised Bus Service – Service X51.

· My Staffordshire Newsletter – July 2019.
· SPCA – Bulletin.
· SCC – Consultation Draft Revised Statement of Community Involvement. 
· SCC – Warmer Homes.

· Allied Westminster Questionnaire (FHCC).

· SSDC – S Dores – Update from DEFRA on Oak Processionary Moth.  
· SSDC – Council Tax Empty Property Discount Consultation. 
· SSDC – H Marshall – SID Location Nomination. 
18)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· Brinsford Prison – Confirmation from Governor that HMP Featherstone are responsible for the land surrounding Brinsford Prison.  Tree line from Park at Brinsford to New Road – Trees need cutting back. 
· Red, White and Blue – Michelle Dove, Estate Surveyor, agreed to a future site meeting to review the state of the land to the rear of the Public House. 

· R Tucker mentioned anti-social issue of Scrap Metal Merchants making considerable noise at inappropriate times in the Parish.  R Tucker to obtain more information. 

· Featherstone Academy – Provision of Grit Bin.  J Brindle agreed to transfer a Grit Bin to the Academy for siting in the Academy Yard. 

· Play Equipment – Brinsford – G Reynolds agreed to fit the required bolts to the swing seats. 
· Highway Weed Spraying in road gutters – Brinsford, and parts of Featherstone missed completely.  Clerk to enquire with Mark Keeling. 
19)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· FHCC Meeting – Agreed meeting to be held on the 17th July 2019. 
20)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· Thursday, 8th August 2019. 
21)
FINANCE MATTERS
a) Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:-

	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	11/07/19
	003160
	M Bissell (Trees/Hedges)
	540.00

	11/07/19
	003161
	Khoo Systems Ltd
	24.00

	11/07/19
	003162
	Veolia
	321.77

	11/07/19
	003163
	Cancelled
	0.00

	11/07/19
	003164
	R Young
	1,000.00

	11/07/19
	003165
	C Hill
	355.77

	11/07/19
	003166
	K Parkes
	352.57

	11/07/19
	003167
	K Malpas
	298.57

	11/07/19
	003168
	HMRC (PAYE)
	383.68

	11/07/19
	003169
	Glasdon – Litter Bin
	177.83

	11/07/19
	003170
	Richard Humphreys QC
	4,200.00

	11/07/19
	003171
	Crown Gas and Power
	1,406.24

	11/07/19
	003172
	FHCC
	50.00

	11/07/19
	003173
	Featherstone Kick Boxing
	250.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£9,360.43


Resolved: 
To issue the above cheques.
b)
Featherstone Kick Boxing
· It was proposed (R Tucker), seconded (J Brindle) and agreed to donate £250.00 to Featherstone Kick Boxing.  
Resolved:
To donate £250.00 to Featherstone Kick Boxing. 
b)
Elms Football Club
· It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (G Reynolds) to donate £250.00 to Elms Football Club. 
Resolved:
To donate £250.00 to the Elms Football Club. 
F Beardsmore declared an interest. 
PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL
22)
Litter Wardens
· J Brindle gave details of leaves and weeds near the Red, White and Blue on the A460.  Councillors reviewed and discussed the use of the Warden Trolleys.  The Clerk to contact Street Scene at SSDC on this matter. 

The Meeting closed at 9.25pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman











______________________
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F Beardsmore, Chairman

