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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  
held on Thursday, 10th January 2019 at 6.45pm 

in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone
Present:
F Beardsmore, R Tucker, D Betts, M Perks, I Harvey, T Smitheman, 
G Reynolds (left at 8.30pm) and A Roche 
Also Present: 
County Councillor B Williams

District Councillor R Cope


Five Members of the Public

R Young – Clerk to the Council



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
CO-OPTION OF PARISH COUNCILLOR

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that Glen Reynolds be co-opted as a Parish Councillor for Featherstone and Brinsford Parish Council. 


Resolved:


To co-opt Glen Reynolds as a Parish Councillor for Featherstone and Brinsford Parish Council. 
2)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

County Councillor B Williams mentioned the following:-

· Update regarding i54 site and employment prospects.
· Update – Four Ashes and employment in area. 

· Highways - £8m from Government plus £10m allocated to Highways in the County Council Budget. 

· Connect Bus Service to be re-launched with Locality 3, have two  days use each week.  Service needs to be used or risk of losing it. 
3)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

a)
H Lobuczek
H Lobuczek reported the following:-

· Reported on Full District Council Meeting and Wellbeing Committee Meeting,   highlighted the need for a Baby Clinic. 
· Possible Loss of School Crossing Wardens and need to oppose such a proposal by the County Council. 

· B Williams commented the proposed was to be considered again at a meeting in February 2019.  I Harvey said cost of a Crossing Warden may come out of the School Budget. 

· Dog Fouling – Ongoing problem.  M Perks gave details of a Dog Fouling incident when the District Council had not responded to information provided.  H Lobuczek to investigate. 

b)
R Cope

R Cope commented as follows:-

· Problem of Cannabis plants being left in area. 

· Development Control Order – Four Ashes – Inspector to allocate dates for a review in February 2019.

· Update regarding i54 site and Jaguar/Rover employment potential.

· Reviewed Work Club activity.   
4)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Nigel Craddock
· Gave details of meeting with Phil Edge regarding drainage on and from the “Live and Let Live” site on New Road. Site to be upgraded. 
· Upmarket static caravans to be sited. 
· Revised application not progressed due to Fire Service review. 

· All fences to be removed on New Road. 

· Wolves/Whitgreave Academy delay – F Beardsmore said will progress shortly. 

· Dog Fouling – Enquired as to what is the next step after spray paint.  M Perks commented online chat had resulted in a positive response to clear up dog fouling.  I Harvey also commented on the dog fouling issue. 

David Rowe
· David Rowe enquired regarding current position concerning Parish Council vacancies.  F Beardsmore replied that the law states that any Councillor who does not attend a meeting for six calendar months are automatically disqualified and should the Parish Council not act, then the Parish Council would be at fault. 

Veronica Lockley

V Lockley commented regarding the following:-
· Need for Grit Bins and top-ups with grit. 
· Use of Noticeboards and details of Work Club to be displayed. 
5)
POLICE MATTERS

Staffordshire Police – Crime Report

13/11/2018 – 13/12/2018 – Featherstone
· No main headline since the last meeting.

· Hilton Lane report of eggs and bricks thrown at the front door, damage to door panel.

· South Crescent criminal damage to vehicle (coping stone used) damaged windscreen. 

· ASB hotspots: increased in suspicious activity around (The Avenue), however, PCSO’s aware and patrolling the area to provide advice and reassurance to local residents.

· ASB – Brook House Close neighbours dispute (noise).

· ASB – Community Centre reports of kids messing around and looking in windows and seen on the roof. 

· What are we asking you to do to increase community intelligence?  E.g. if there is a problem with small silver canisters in local area, residents know, what have they seen/heard?  Feed it back to us with times/dates the ASB/Criminal activity is taking place. 

· Updates on anything new – e.g. (parking buddies) good feedback from Featherstone academy, will take the police buddies back in January. 

· SOCIAL MEDIA – Smart Alerts/South Staffs Twitter.  Advertise next online surgery, face to face surgery and trending crimes. 

· New Scheme – poster at Featherstone Post Office for local drop-ins.

· On Friday, 14th at 14.00-15.00 to speak to local PCSO.

· Upcoming Event: to arrange a crime prevention at the Community Centre. 

· Any questions that haven’t been covered?

PCSO 8861

Teresa Nicholls

I Harvey

I Harvey commented as follows:-

· Drug dealing occurring blatantly in the Village. 

· Knife crime incident when knife taken off 13 year old. 

· Three teenagers chasing drug delivery times on mobile phones.

· Parishioners being intimidated by teenagers at times in the Village.  
M Perks
· Police Report has not changed from previous months. 
· Facebook – Talk of vigilante group.

· F Beardsmore agreed ASB, Drugs and intimidation has got worse and a meeting needed with Police Inspector. 

6)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from J Beardsmore and J Brindle. 
7)
MINUTES

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 22nd November 2018 and 18th October 2018 be agreed as a true and correct record.   

Resolved:
To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 18th October and 22nd November 2018 as a true and correct record.  
8)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors T Smitheman, F Beardsmore and R Tucker declared an interest in relation to all matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 
9)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
50th Anniversary of Closure of Hilton Main



Date to be confirmed for official opening of Memorial.

b)
Grass Cutting in the Parish


The Clerk reported details provided by Andy Cousins (SSDC) of the grass cutting frequency in the Parish. 

c)
Area to the Rear of the Llondis Shop


Lucy Macdonald (SSDC) confirmed she was responsible to look into this matter and would advise as soon as possible.
d)
Local Prisons

The Clerk to arrange a visit to Brinsford Prison during March 2019.  It was agreed that G Reynolds should join the Prison Working Group.  Meeting delayed due to request from the Governor. 
e)
Fingerposts



The Clerk to liaise with the supplier with regard to the delivery of the Fingerpost (Three Fingers).  

f)
Meeting with Gavin Williamson M.P.



The Clerk to request a meeting with Gavin Williamson.  
10)
HIGHWAYS

a) 
Mark Keeling (SCC – Highways)


M Keeling had commented as follows:-

· Brookhouse Lane
Surface Dressing and Patching recommended for 2019/2020.  At present waiting for Engineers confirmation.  R Tucker commented that this re-surfacing had been promised for 2018/2019. 
· A460/M54 Island
Two fibre signs and renewal of lineage on work list to be done. 
· South Crescent
The Clerk to request confirmation from Bernard Williams and Mark Keeling that Highway improvements will be completed by the 31st March 2019. 

11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
· F Beardsmore reported the Heating Boiler requires attention. 
· Clerk to chase Danecourt regarding leaking roof. 
12)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE ACADEMY GOVERNORS’ REPORT
· I Harvey commented a good meeting was held at the Academy on the 9th January 2019. 
· Update regarding Nursery admissions. 

· Concerns raised regarding School Crossing Warden.

· Problem of vehicles parking outlined and reviewed.  Clerk to report parking issue on corner of The Avenue and Whitgreave Avenue.  Grassed area being damaged. 

· Alleyway by School – Whitgreave Avenue to top of Brookhouse Avenue – Clerk to report.  Requires attention. 

13)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Contact (Michelle) on holiday at present. 
· F Beardsmore confirmed the refund cheque to the Parish Council had been issued. 

14)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· The Clerk to request that Shrubs and Bushes are cut back in the Parish.  
15)
PLANNING

a)
Planning Applications
i) 18/01005/FUL
Two storey side extension.
1 Pennycross Gardens, Featherstone

ii) 24 Penderell Close, Featherstone

Single storey and two storey rear extension. 

iii) 18/00995/FUL

The demolition and remediation of the former Royal Ordnance Factory site and buildings and ancillary works.

Land at Cat and Kitten Lane, Slade Heath, South Staffordshire

b)
Other Planning Matters
· Planning Meeting arranged for 24th January 2019 at 7.00pm in the Community Centre. Subjects to be discussed as follows :-
· Link Road
· New Road House
· R Tucker – Trees cut down on the College site.  The Clerk to contact Steve Dores at SSDC regarding removal of trees.  Mature Oak trees removed from Malayan Way  between road and College site. 

· Royal Ordnance Factory Site – F Beardsmore mentioned that it had been previously agreed the pill box and one building would be retained.  The Clerk to confirm to SSDC Planning. 
· Barratt Developments plc – Sam Stafford – Representations to South Staffordshire LPR issues – Brinsford Lodge. 

16)
CORRESPONDENCE

· I Harvey enquired regarding the donation request made by Graham Hughes.  Deferred until the next meeting. 
· SSDC – Hold on to your Energy.

· SPCA – Bulletin.

· Locality 3 Police Accountability Forum – Wednesday, 23rd January 2019. 

· SSDC – Review of Premises Licence – Supermarket (Featherstone) Limited, the Post Office, 10 Cannock Road, Featherstone. 

· SSDC – Becky Harris – Election Guide

· The Pensions Regulator.

· SCC – My Staffordshire.

· SSDC – Tree Policy.

· SSDC – Maggie Quinn, Parish Champion Meeting – 24th January 2019. 

· SSDC – Energy Efficiency.

· Review of Polling Stations – Enquire regarding use of Prisons for Parishioners at Brinsford. 

17)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· Street light outside the School by small entrance not working – Clerk to report.  
· Last street light at bottom of Brookhouse Lane – Tree branches over light. 
· Drain solid with silt – Right hand side going down Brookhouse Lane – Clerk to report. 
· The Clerk to contact the Housing Association requesting path is cleared from the gate to the play equipment at Brinsford. 
18)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Featherstone Play Equipment – Deferred until the February 2019 Parish Council Meeting. 
19)
DATE O NEXT MEETING 
· Thursday, 14th February 2019.  
20)
FINANCE MATTERS
a) Cheque Payments 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:-

	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	10/01/19
	003191
	R Young
	937.60

	10/01/19
	003192
	C Hill
	339.30

	10/01/19
	003193
	K Parkes
	339.30

	10/01/19
	003194
	HMRC (PAYE)
	234.40

	10/01/19
	003195
	Mazars
	480.00

	10/01/19
	003196
	Khoo Systems
	24.00

	10/01/19
	003197
	R Young (Expenses)
	23.50

	10/01/19
	003198
	Veolia
	495.96

	10/01/19
	003199
	K Malpass
	339.30

	10/01/19
	003200
	FHCC
	30.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£3,243.36


Resolved:

· To issue the above payments.

b) 
Precept Requirement 2019/2020
The Clerk circulated to Councillors Accounts for the period 1st April 2018 – 31st December2018 plus a forecast to the 31st March 2019. 
It was proposed (R Tucker), seconded (D Betts) that the Precept Requirement for 2019/2020 should be 3% more than 2018/2019.

Resolved:




To increase the Precept for 2019/2020 by 3%. 
20)
PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL

· No matters were raised.
The Meeting closed at 9.30pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman











______________________
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