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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD



PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  
held on Thursday, 18th October 2018 at 6.45pm 

in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone
Present:
F Beardsmore, A Roche, T Smitheman, J Beardsmore, J Brindle, D Betts and 

R Tucker
Also Present: 
District Councillor H Lobuczek

District Councillor R Cope


R Young – Clerk to the Council



 ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
· No matters reported.  
2)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

a)
District Councillor R Cope
· Update regarding link road to ROF site. 
· Rail Hub – Collective objections to be submitted by the 29th October 2018. 

· Work Clubs and Universal Credit update. 

· Monitoring of local gypsy sites. 

b)
District Councillor H Lobuczek
· No additional matters to report. 
3)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· Concerns raised regarding condition of Community Centre Noticeboards. 
· N Craddock mentioned the problem of flooding in vicinity of the Caravan site on New Road.  The Clerk to arrange a site meeting with P Edge.  R Cope and H Lobuczek to attend. 
· Pam Dawes, Chair of Hilton Parish Council confirmed she had attended Community Centre last Saturday regarding Motorway Link.  Majority against Route B.  Need to have strategy for Parish Councils regarding this matter. 
· N Craddock said Highways England recently stated they were not responsible for Slip Road onto traffic island off M54.  Also reported there was not extensive circulation of leaflets by Highways.  
4)
POLICE MATTERS

11/09/2018 – 17/10/2018 – Featherstone
· Main headlines since the last meeting: Break in to Van in Old Cannock Road, Shareshill, door had been drilled, tools and equipment stolen overnight.  Hilton Lane, Shareshill, van broken into, door drilled to gain access, power tools and equipment stolen.  
· Attempt to take number plates from vehicle in Hilton Lane. 
· ASB hotspots: increased in suspicious activity around (The Avenue), however, PCSO’s aware and patrolling the area to provide advice and reassurance to local residents. 
· ASB – Hilton Lane neighbours dispute (noise).

· What are we asking you to do to increase community intelligence?  E.g. if there is a problem with small silver canisters in local area, residents know, what have they seen/heard?  Feed it back in to us with times/dates the ASB/Criminal activity is taking place. 
· Updates on anything new – e.g. (parking buddies) using during school run times.  Parking Buddies taken to Featherstone Academy School on Monday to trial for two weeks. 
· SOCIAL MEDIA – Smart Alerts / South Staffs Twitter.  Advertise next online surgery, face to face surgery and trending crimes. 

· New Scheme – Poster at Featherstone Post Office for local drop-ins.

· On Tuesday, 30th October at 11.00am-12.00pm to speak to local PCSO. 

· Upcoming Event – To do a crime prevention at the Community Centre.

· In the next month, dates to be discussed with Judy.

· Any questions that haven’t been covered. 

5)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from S Graham, J Griffiths, M Perks and I Harvey.
6)
MINUTES

It was proposed (T Smitheman), seconded (R Tucker) and agreed that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 13th September 2018 be approved, subject to the following amendment:- 

Item 11 – Report of Featherstone Academy. 


Delete 19.


Include 90.  

Resolved:
To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 13th September 2018, subject to the above amendment. 
7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors T Smitheman, F Beardsmore, R Tucker and J Beardsmore declared an interest in relation to all matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 
8)
MATTERS ARISING
a) 
50th Anniversary of Closure of Hilton Main
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to donate £390.00 towards the cost of a Memorial, including a plaque. 
Resolved:
To donate £390.00 towards the cost of the Hilton Main Memorial. 

b)
Grass Cutting in the Parish


The Clerk to enquire with Andy Cousins (SSDC) regarding the frequency of grass cutting.

c)
Area to the Rear of the Llondis Shop
· It was agreed to review the maintenance of this location in the Spring. 
· The Clerk to enquire with Lucy McDonald at SSDC regarding procedure and criteria for a Tidy Up Order. 

d)
Local Prisons

R Tucker and D Betts reported on their visits to Brinsford and Featherstone Prisons commenting as follows:-

· Staff Recruitment – One Governor said they can get better money in Tesco’s.

· Increased Number of Prisoners. 

· Deputy Governor of Brinsford invited Parish Council for lunch.  Clerk to obtain possible dates. 

· Prison leavers not given details of Public Transport. 

· F Beardsmore commented in future invite Chairman of Brinsford Residents’ Association to any Prison Visit. 

· Governors of both Prisons said they had moved forward with regard to Drugs, Suicide and Violence. 

· Concern regarding increasing population of Prisons.

· Reviewed provision of Medical staff at Prisons. 

· Future visits should have a structured Agenda. 

e)
Fingerposts



The Clerk to check with the supplier concerning the delivery date for the Fingerpost. 


f)
Meeting with Gavin Williamson M.P.



The Clerk confirmed that at present the Meeting was planned for the 23rd November 2018. 


g)
Meeting with Chairman of Brinsford Residents’ Association


F Beardsmore gave a detailed report of his meeting with Mr Reynolds, Chairman of Brinsford Residents’ Association which should benefit all Parishioners.  Very good meeting. 

9)
HIGHWAYS

a) 
A460/M54 Traffic Island


The Clerk to report to SCC Highways that there are potholes all around the traffic island and the repair of the barrier outstanding.  The Clerk to also enquire with M Keeling (SCC) regarding renewal of lineage and installation of two fibre signs. 



R Tucker commented heavy traffic volumes coming down slip road onto A460 Traffic Island.  Speed of traffic major concern.  Also traffic coming off M54 going around island to get to required exit. 


b)
South Crescent – Kerb Island


The Clerk to check with M Keeling with regard to installation of the Kerb Island. 
c)
H Lobuczek
H Lobuczek reported the District Council had swept main routes in the Parish, including North and South Crescent.  Weed spraying by SCC had now stopped until next year. 


d)
Brookhouse Lane


R Tucker reported remedial action required now as will be dramatically worse next year.  The Clerk to raise issue with Mark Keeling (SCC).
10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
· Roof leaking – The Clerk to contact Danecourt Limited regarding attention to the roof and gutters. 
· R Edmunds finished as Litter/Handyman on the 30th September 2018.  
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE ACADEMY GOVERNORS’ REPORT
J Brindle mentioned the following:-

· School plan to improve Maths.
· Finance Review on 17th October 2018. 

12)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS
· Responses attended during month – 18.  
· Motor repair refund to be arranged for next month. 
13)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

F Beardsmore reported on Meeting with the Housing Association commenting as follows:-
· Agreed grass cutting this year very poor and judge on next years’ grass cuts.
· Shrub on Hilton Road will be trimmed in November/December 2018. 
14)
PLANNING

a)
Planning Application Received
i) 13 Hilton Road, Featherstone
Two storey rear extension.
b)
Other Planning Matters
· Motoring Link
· Meeting being arranged by Gavin Williamson’s office with the Highways Agency for the 23rd November 2018. 

· F Beardsmore gave details statistics regarding who voted for which Motorway Option and they do not appear to have considered how it will impact on local community and creation of problems for the A460.

· F Beardsmore suggested a meeting with No. 5 Chambers in Birmingham to advise regarding failed selection criteria and to make objections. 

· R Cope reported he had asked David Pattison to put together a Freedom of Information request with regard to the vote for schemes.     R Cope also gave details of conversations with Amey and questioned their opinion.  It was agreed the Statistical analysis of the Parishioners preference for the Motorway route was incorrect. 

· It was proposed (J Brindle), seconded (R Tucker) that the Motorway Link route preference should be reviewed with No. 5 Chambers in Birmingham. 

Resolved:
To discuss the Motorway Link route preference with No. 5 Chambers in Birmingham. 
15)
CORRESPONDENCE

· SCC – Bus Service Change Alert – Service 74, 75 and 75A. 
· SCC – Pothole update. 

· Steelway Fensure Limited – Sue Marlow – History of Parish – The Clerk to pass on details of Trevor Nichols. 
· S Graham – Poor street lighting – Oaks Drive, Brinsford – The Clerk to contact Featherstone Prison. 

· Information Commissioner’s Office – Confirmation of Registration. 

· Stop the Gailey Freight Hub – Details of Banner provision at a cost of £25.00 each.

· Stop the Gailey Freight Hub – Registration detail. 

· Debbie Gibson – Stop the WMI leaflet. 

· SSDC – Partnership Event – 9th November 2018. 

· Graham Hughes – Application for Funding – The Clerk to confirm that at the moment the Parish Council cannot help regarding tree maintenance due to other commitments.  

· SSDC – Review of Polling District and Polling Places 2018 – Confirm use of facilities at Prisons for Parishioners living in Brinsford. 

· SSDC – Lucy Macdonald – Dog Fouling – Councillors reviewed the need for additional dog/waste bins. 

· Barry Littleton – Lack of response from Jamie Cooper, Flood Officer, South Staffs Council.  Additional documents supplied. 

· SCC – Bus Service Change Alert for Service 4, 6/6A, 25, 255, 256, 256S, 10, 10A, 10B and 10S. 

· SSDC – Street Homelessness Survey. 
16)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· Mobile CCTV – Defer to the next meeting.
· Parish Emblem – Ongoing. 
· Maternity Care Provision for the Parish – District Councillor H Lobuczek agreed to follow up this matter. 
· Complaints regarding Horses left on field by Featherstone Prison – District Councillor R Cope agreed to monitor this matter. 
· Featherstone Play Equipment – T Smitheman confirmed he was obtaining quotations for replacement play equipment.  Deferred until next Parish Council Meeting. 
· War Memorial. 
· It was proposed, seconded and agreed to have a Mural produced for the War Memorial at a cost of £50.00.  
Resolved: 
To have a Mural produced for the War Memorial. 
17)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Featherstone Play Equipment – Deferred.
18)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
· Thursday, 15th November 2018.  
19)
FINANCE MATTERS
a) Cheque Payments 
It was proposed (R Tucker), seconded (J Brindle) and agreed to issue the following cheques:-

	Date
	Cheque No
	Details
	£

	18/10/18
	002964
	Playsafety Limited
	96.60

	18/10/18
	002965
	M Perks – Expenses
	24.95

	18/10/18
	002966
	Khoo Systems Limited
	24.00

	18/10/18
	002967
	R Young
	937.60

	18/10/18
	002968
	Cancelled
	0.00

	18/10/18
	002969
	K Parkes
	339.30

	18/10/18
	002970
	C Hall
	339.30

	18/10/18
	002971
	Cancelled
	0.00

	18/10/18
	002972
	Veolia 
	495.96

	18/10/18
	002973
	Cancelled
	0.00

	18/10/18
	002974
	Glasdons
	168.22

	18/10/18
	002975
	SSDC – Ground Maintenance
	555.16

	18/10/18
	002976
	FHCC
	30.00

	18/10/18
	002977
	Steve Bowker
	390.00

	18/10/18
	002978
	I Harvey – Memorial Mural 
	50.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£3,451.09


Resolved:

· To issue the above cheques.

b) 
Audit 2017/2018 
The Clerk reported that Mazars had signed and approved the Annual Return for the year ending the 31st March 2018.  Mazars recommended the following for the future.

· Use a standard format for Bank Reconciliation.

· All amendments crossed out and initialled. 

20)
PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL

· No matters were raised.
The Meeting closed at 9.34pm.
F Beardsmore 

Chairman
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