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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council 

held on Thursday 14th May 2015 at 7.30pm 

in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone

Present:
F Beardsmore, A Roche, S Graham, D Belt, J Brindle, R Tucker,               

J Beardsmore and T Smitheman

Also Present:

Two Members of the Public



District Councillor R Cope



R Young, Clerk to the Council

------------------------------------------------------------

Prior to the start of the meeting, the Clerk requested Councillors to complete the Declaration of Acceptance.

1)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from District Councillor “H”.

2)
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that Councillor F Beardsmore be appointed Chairman of the Parish Council.  

Resolved:

· That F Beardsmore be appointed Chairman of the Parish Council.
3)
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that Councillor R Tucker be appointed Vice Chairman of the Parish Council.  

Resolved:

· That R Tucker be appointed Vice Chairman of the Parish Council.  

4)
APPOINTMENT TO COUNCIL COMMITTEES

· Councillors reviewed the procedure for the appointment of School Governors. 
· Prison Working Group – Chairman and Vice Chairman to attend meetings.  Councillors attendance to be agreed. 
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· War Memorial Group consists of T Smitheman, F Beardsmore, R Tucker and           J Brindle.
· F Beardsmore reviewed the need to co-opt Parish Councillors.  Confirmed that three Parishioners had enquired.  Working Group of R Tucker, D Betts and F Beardsmore to interview applicants for Parish Council vacancies.  

5)
APPOINTMENT TO COMMUNITY CENTRE COMMITTEE

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that J Brindle, T Smitheman, R Tucker, A Roche and F Beardsmore be appointed to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre Committee.

Resolved:

· The above listed Councillors be appointed to the Community Centre Committee.  

6)
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9TH APRIL 2015


It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th April 2015 be approved as a true and correct record. 

Resolved:

· To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th April 2015.

7)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST


Councillors F Beardsmore, J Brindle, T Smitheman, J Beardsmore, A Roche and R Tucker declared an interest in relation to matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre. 

8)
POLICE MATTERS

The Clerk gave details of the Police Crime Report for the period from 9th April 2015 – 14th May 2015 as follows:-

Burglary Dwellings – One reported incident:-

· Larkspur Drive, Featherstone – Unknown offender has gained entry to rear of a property by smashing rear door window.  No items were taken.  Incident occurred at 4.50am. 

Burglary Other – One reported incident:-

· Dunlin Drive, Featherstone – Unknown offender was disturbed by the occupant of the house, trying to take a lawn mower.  Offender made good his escape.  Incident occurred at 3.30am.

Theft of Motor Vehicles & Theft from Motor Vehicles:-

· TOMV – No reported incidents. 

TFMV – No reported incidents. 

Violence – No reported incidents.

Drugs – No reported incidents. 


Anti-social Behaviour – Five reported incidents:-

· Two calls from Huddlestone Close, Featherstone – Youths reported to be causing a general disturbance and annoyance to residents in the area.  Joint visit with Council has been arranged to see what can be done to prevent things happening again. 

· Three calls from Cranesbill Close Featherstone – Resident complaining about noise nuisance coming from vehicles parked on Community Centre.  All youths who park cars there normally have been spoken to and advised regarding their actions.  No further incidents since. 

RTC – One reported incident:-

· Cat and Kttens Lane – Two vehicles involved.  Minor injuries only. 

· J Beardsmore reported that Police had stopped youths gathering by the Community Centre.  Many residents are disappointed that when issues/incidents are reported to Police, they get no response.

9)
MATTERS ARISING


9.1)
Bickford Site

·  The Clerk commented the matter relating to the Valuation Office was ongoing as confirmed by Tracey Richards (SSDC).

· 
Bickfords House on the corner by site was burnt down and re-built.  House is now  used as a Halfway House and being leased from Bickfords.  Up to four residents and no planning permission is needed. 

· 
R Cope reported the site opposite Paradise Lane.  The owner says he is submitting a planning application which suspends action.  F Beardsmore comment that the site deadline for an application is passed regarding New Road containers on site and matters being taken up with SCC.

9.2)
Community Centre – Energy Report (15th August 2013)

The Clerk to enquire again with SCC regarding the use of low energy lightbulbs.
Action:
Clerk
9.3)
Village Green (10th January 2013)

· The Chairman, F Beardsmore and the Clerk to meet M Murphy (SCC Legal Department) on 5th June 2015 to progress this matter. 
Action: M Coates, MOJ / M Murphy, SCC Legal
9.4)
Litter Pickers

· The Clerk circulated a copy of the Contract of Employment for the Litter Pickers Working Group for consideration. 
Action:
Clerk / Litter Picker Group 


9.5)
Declaration of Trust

· This matter was ongoing. 
9.6)
Highway Repairs

·  Brookhouse Lane Ponding – On list – Reference 4016784.
·  Brookhouse Lane Drains – Job sheet issued – Reference 4006777.
·  Sign by the Bridge on Cat and Kitten Lane – Pointing in wrong direction – Reference 4016787. 
· Brookhouse Lane – Potholes need repairing – Some potholes repaired – request survey. 
· Cat and Kitten Lane to Brookhouse Lane to junction with Malayan Way – Surface cracking – Reference 4011793 – request survey.  
· 
Malayan Way – Featherstone Lane – Potholes – Reference 4011795. 
· 
Street light opposite junction of East Road/Oaks Drive – Needs repair – Reference 15241796 – Clerk to check. 
· 
Featherstone Farm Lane – Clerk to report potholes and repair to kerbstone – whole length. 
· 
Car transporters using Village roads for areas to site on Cat and Kitten Lane.            L Macdonald (SSDC) visited site and will check planning permission and whether further consent required. 
· 
Testing Station at Brinsford – D Betts reported Driving Schools using Speedwell Gardens for reversing of vehicles.  The Clerk to request a meeting with the Manager to discuss situation. 
· 
SCC Highways App. – Clerk to obtain details. 
· 
S Graham asked if speed light could be installed on Brinsford, East Road from Malayan Way; 30mph sign damaged.  F Beardsmore reported drain blocked bottom of South Crescent where it joins Old Hall Road. 
10)
HIGHWAY MATTERS

· No further items were mentioned. 
11)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

J Beardsmore commented as follows:-

· Circulated Accounts for period April 2014 – March 2015. 

· Need decoration in Centre – Waiting for roof repairs to be completed. 

· Probation Service still doing good work. 

· The Clerk confirmed that Viking Electric had been instructed to repair lights.

12)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE ACADEMY 

· J Brindle reported meeting on the first Wednesday in the month and everything working well. 

13)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS

· The Clerk reported that S Bate had mentioned that due to legal issues relating to markings on First Responder vehicles, the service would be suspended on 27th May 2015 if the legal matter had not been resolved.  The Clerk to bring this matter to the attention of Gavin Williamson M.P.  
14)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· The Chairman, F Beardsmore reported he had arranged a meeting with Janet Goode to discuss the following:-

· Clarification is to own play area land at Brinsford. 

· Property in Old Hall Road. 

· North Crescent property – asbestos concerns. 

· J Brindle confirmed he had a meeting arranged at 1 East Road on 22nd May 2015. 

· 20 Olde Hall Road – Parking of vehicles – F Beardsmore passed details to Police. 

· The Clerk to obtain copy of deeds for War the Memorial land. 

15)
PLANNING

a) Planning Application Procedure
· The Clerk to check with SSDC regarding the planning application procedure. 

b) RPS Planning and Development – Development Proposal

· The Clerk confirmed that RPS Planning would be giving a presentation to the Parish Council at 6.30pm on Wednesday 3rd June 2015 at Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.  

16)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

· No matters were reported. 

17)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT


District Councillor R Cope mentioned the following:-

· Planning meeting on 21st May 2015 when the Wind Turbines for Penkridge would be considered. 

· Waste material left on Malayan Way – John Littleton found Bank Statement in rubbish – Resident of Shareshill to be prosecuted. 

· Motorway route update. 

· Enterprise Inns in difficulty and disposing of 1,000 Public Houses.

· F Beardsmore and R Cope discussed Motorway Link with G Williamson M.P. confirming preferred Option C.  Require proper procedure to determine route. 

18)
CORRESPONDENCE

· SCC – A460 Cannock Road/M54 Junction 1 Roundabout, Featherstone – Letter dated 30th April 2015 from Matthew Winkett outlining measures to be introduced on the island.  The Clerk to provide Councillors with a copy. 

· SPCA – Bulletin – May 2015. 

· SSDC – Cancelled Cabinet Meeting Tuesday 5th May 2015. 

· SSDC – Enforcement Cases List, including details of 16 East Road, Brinsford. 

· VAST – Voluntary and Community Sector News. 

· South Staffordshire Community Voluntary Action – 1st May 2015. 

19)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· Oakwood Prison – The Clerk reported that Andy Sleight had agreed to have two Noticeboards made at the Prison. 

· Security light at Bickfords Site – The Clerk to seek advice from SSDC Environmental Department regarding bright light. 

· Defibrillator – T Smitheman reported that the provision of signs and telephone was ongoing.  

· Featherstone Prison – Uneven slabs between 11-12 Oaks Drive.  Clerk to check with Prison. 

· 16 Cannock Road – Three trees leaning over.  The Clerk confirmed a letter had been sent to the householder. 

· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, to take Chairman’s action regarding benches to be installed at a cost of £200.00. 

· S Graham mentioned the following:-

· Grass cutting leaves a mess with cuttings. 

· Weed spraying encroaching on private houses. 

· The Clerk to request Featherstone Prison to cut back Leyland’s bordering the prison. 

· The Clerk to enquire with Bob Taylor at SSDC as when the road sweeper will visit Oaks Drive. 

· The Clerk to enquire with Maggie Quinn at SSDC regarding CCTV consultation. 

20)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

· August Parish Council Meeting.

· It was proposed, seconded and agreed a Parish Council Meeting will be held in August. 

Resolved:

· To hold a Parish Council Meeting in August.

21)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

· Donation Limit

It was proposed, seconded and agreed the donation limit should be £250.00 but any request in excess of £250.00 will be discussed and considered for approval.  

Resolved:

· To apply a donation limit of £250.00 but any request exceeding £250.00 will be considered on its merits for approval.  

· It was agreed J Brindle could purchase two containers of weedkiller for use around the Chapel at a cost of £136.00.
· T Smitheman said the Community Centre website was up and running. 
· Featherstone Senior Citizens Club – Request for a donation of £500.00 towards the cost of a day trip to Nottingham.  It was proposed, seconded and agreed to donate £250.00.
 Resolved:

· To donate £250.00 to Featherstone Senior Citizens Club towards the cost of a trip to Nottingham. 

· The Clerk to arrange an alternative date for a meeting with the Governor and Managers  at Oakwood Prison. 

· The Clerk to send a letter of thanks and appreciation to A Pickering and D Hall. 

· Area of land being used at Brinsford by Travellers.  The land owned by the Ministry of Justice.  The Clerk to enquire with Featherstone Prison as follows:-

· Are the travellers leasing the field. 

· Could gate be installed at access off New Road. 

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
22)
FINANCIAL MATTERS

a)
Invoices for Payment

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:

	Date
	Cheque No
	Payee
	£

	14.05.15
	002537
	Veolia
	367.85

	14.05.15
	002538
	R Edmunds
	225.26

	14.05.15
	002539
	C Hill
	281.66

	14.05.15
	002540
	C Lloyd
	281.66

	14.05.15
	002541
	HMRC (PAYE)
	202.78

	14.05.15
	002542
	R Young
	949.40

	14.05.15
	002543
	R Young Expenses
	85.00

	14.05.15
	002544
	Khoo Systems
	24.00

	14.05.15
	002545
	Towergate Insurance
	2,919.88

	14.05.15
	002546
	FHCC
	35.00

	14.05.15
	002547
	Featherstone Senior Citizens Club
	250.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£5,622.49


Resolved:

· To issue the above cheques.

23)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

· Thursday 11th June 2015.

The meeting closed at 9.44pm. 

F Beardsmore

Chairman
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A full set of minutes are available for inspection at the Community Centre


Telephone : 01902 734524     � HYPERLINK "http://www.featherstoneandbrinsfordparishcouncil.gov.uk" �www.featherstoneandbrinsfordparishcouncil.gov.uk�
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