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 FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  

held on Thursday 10th July 2014 at 7:00 pm 
in Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone

Present:
R Tucker, D Hill, T Smitheman, J Brindle, M Nicklin, and D Betts 
In Attendance:
PCSO Gareth Lloyd 

One Member of the Public


R Young, Clerk to the Council

------------------------------------------------------------

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· H Lobuczek asked if there was any clarification regarding the Foodbanks in the parish.  The Clerk reported that the Foodbanks were operating from the School and Children’s Centre and were open the same opening times as the School and Centre. 

1) APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors F Beardsmore, J Beardsmore, A Pickering, and County Councillor M Lawrence.  

2) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12TH JUNE 2014 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th June 2014 be approved as a true and correct record subject to the inclusion of M Nicklin in Apologies.
Resolved:

· To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th June 2014 as a true and correct record subject to the inclusion of M Nicklin in Apologies.  

3)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors J Brindle, T Smitheman, and R Tucker declared an interest in relation to matters concerning or relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.

4)
POLICE MATTERS

PCSO Gareth Lloyd gave a résumé of incidents in the parish.  Details as follows: 

· The   crimes in the area report for the period 11th June 2014 – 10th July 2014 produced by Staffordshire Police.  

Crimes in the Area: 

1. Burglary Dwellings

2 reported incidents (1 x Featherstone - car keys stolen; 1 x Brinsford – car keys and vehicle stolen) Both incidents entry gained via the rear
2. Theft of Motor Vehicles and Theft from Motor Vehicles 

0 reported TOMV

0 reported incidents TFMV 

3. Drugs 

0 reported incidents 

4. Violence

2 reported incidents (1 x Whitgreave Primary; 1 x neighbours fighting between 

themselves) 
5. Anti-Social Behaviour 

13 reported incidents (5 x neighbour dispute incidents; 3 x youth related 
incidents (stage); 1 x nuisance vehicle; 2 x pub related; 2 x residents (not neighbours) arguing))

6. RTC 

3 reported incidents (2 x Cannock Road Featherstone; 1 x Brinsford) 

Prison Incidents:
1. Violence 

5 reported incidents (all involving inmates and staff – 2 x Oakwood; 2 x Brinsford; 1 x Featherstone) 

2. Drugs 

0 reported incidents


The following matters were brought to the attention of PCSO Lloyd:

· J Brindle mentioned the number of accidents where the exit slip road off the M54 joins the A460 traffic island.  

· D Hill gave details of problems experienced by residents on St James Caravan Site where children are knocking caravan windows and seriously disturbing the life of residents.  Need police and SSDC to take action.  The Clerk gave details of unsigned letter from site residents.  The Clerk to forward a copy to Lucy McDonald at South Staffordshire Council.  

Action:
Police / Clerk
5)
MATTERS ARISING

5.1)
Prison Meetings
· Prison meetings arranged: 

Brinsford Prison
-
21st August 2014 at 5:30 pm 

Featherstone Prison
-
18th July 2014 at 2:00 pm 

· D Hill reported the following: 

· Poor standard of grass cutting on “The Park” by the Prison and South Staffordshire Council.  

· Brinsford Prison car park being used by youths at night.  Access should be restricted. 

· R Tucker commented there was some concern regarding the level of violence at Featherstone Prison and over-crowding.  

· The Parish Clerk to forward a letter to Oakwood Prison enquiring as to whether they are accepting additional prisoners and requesting confirmation of their maximum prisoner capacity and the numbers in the prison at present.  

5.2)
 Use of Speed Gun (12th June 2014)
· D Woodward reported that due to a leg injury she could not operate the speed gun but Councillors could use the speed gun to check speeds in the parish and should contact D.Woodward direct.  
Action:
R Tucker and M. Nicklin
5.3)
Bickfords Site – New Road (8th December 2013)

The Clerk reported the following:

· M Murphy at SCC Legal Services waiting for copy of highway report.  
· The Clerk reported he had sent the amended plan illustrating the Bickfords site to Tracey Richards at SSDC.  
Action:
Clerk
5.4)
Brinsford Lodge Site – Road Name (Malaysian Way)

· D Hill, R Tucker and A Pickering attended the installation of the new name sign.  
· The Clerk reported he had contacted the Express and Star who confirmed they would like to include an article and picture in an edition of the newspaper.  The Clerk to contact Trevor Nichols with regard to details of the students who stayed at the Brinsford site.  
Action:
Clerk
5.5)
War Memorial (4th January 2010)

· The Clerk reported he had contacted numerous organisations for funding but their criteria was to assist with the repair of War Memorials, not to fund new memorials.  
· T Smitheman confirmed the proposed War Memorial would cost £8,500.00 plus VAT (£10,200) and the stonemasons required a 50% contribution to start work on the memorial.  Production / delivery time being 10 – 12 weeks.  Costing includes installation.  It was proposed, seconded and agreed an initial (50%) payment of £5,100 should be made to the supplier and this year’s Government grant should be used to meet the cost of the War Memorial.  
Resolved:

· That £5,100 should be paid to the War Memorial supplier and that the Government grant received this year to be used to finance the War Memorial.  

Action:
War Memorial Group
5.6)
Parish Website (13th September 2012)
The Clerk reported a “Contact and Links” page had been started with a map of contacts.  
Action:
Clerk
5.7)
Community Centre – Energy Report (15th August 2013)
The matter of quotes for the thermostatic control for the cooler was ongoing.  
Action:
J Beardsmore
5.8)
Village Green (10th January 2013)
· The Clerk reported he had checked with M Murphy at SCC Legal Services and to date no reply had been received from the solicitors representing the Ministry of Justice.  
· The Clerk gave details of a letter received by Gavin Williamson MP from Jeremy Wright MP at the Ministry of Justice stating the transfer of land should be completed by the end of July 2014 and that G Williamson MP should present the land to the Parish Council.  

Action: Clerk, Chairman, SCC Legal Services
5.9)
“Slow Down in our Community” Stickers (13th February 2014)
J Beardsmore and the Parish Clerk to ask Gareth Lloyd if he could obtain a stock of the above stickers.  

Action: J Beardsmore, Clerk 
5.10)
Caravan Sites
· Oak Tree Caravan Site 

The Clerk to write to Lucy Mc Donald at SSDC raising the concerns of the Parish Council regarding the following: 

· Confirm the classification of the site. 

· Ask if the site is “fit for purpose” in dealing with transit vans as against residential vans.

· No business operations should be operated from the site, but it appears this aspect is being ignored.

· St James Caravan Site 

The Parish Council wishes to bring the following to your attention: 

· No management control with regard to vandalism by children, noise, effective disposal of rubbish, roaming dogs and business operation 24/7. 

· Mention the above adverse conditions have a severe impact on senior citizens living in residential caravans. 

Action: Lucy McDonald, SSDC 
5.11)
St Mary’s Churchyard (12th June 2014)
This matter is ongoing.  To be included on the agenda of the next Parish Council meeting.  
Action: F Beardsmore
5.12)
Parish Council – Sports Cage (12th June 2014)
The Clerk reported that insurers had appointed an insurance assessor.  A meeting to be arranged when F Beardsmore and J Beardsmore return from holiday.  
Action: F Beardsmore, J Beardsmore, Clerk 

5.13)
34 Olde Hall Road – Tidy Up 
· The Clerk reported he had contacted Frank Whitley at SSDC who had confirmed and commented as follows: 

· Planning Enforcement 14/00144/Tidy Up. 

· Could take matter to Court but complicated issue.  Courts would defer action for reports.  

· Had meeting with family recently.  

· Waiting for reports / information from police and social services.  

· M Nicklin commented a local resident was prepared to purchase the property.  

Action: SSDC

5.14)
Litter Pickers
· The Clerk to circulate draft contracts of employment for the litter pickers to F Beardsmore, R Tucker and J Brindle for review.  

· The Clerk to contact F Beardsmore regarding the payment to R Edmunds relating to sick period and sick pay.  

Action: Clerk 

5.15)
Declaration of Trust
· J Beardsmore to circulate copies.  
· J Brindle commented the Chairman of the Community Centre is not a Parish Councillor for Featherstone, Brinsford, Hilton or a centre user.  M Nicklin agreed this was not in order.  Wait for the outcome of the next Community Centre meeting.  

Action:
J Beardsmore
5.16)
Featherstone Parent and Toddler Group 
The Chairman had issued a donation of £250.00.  
Action:
F Beardsmore
5.17)
Featherstone Four Seasons Local Community Group 
Councillors asked that the following points are raised with the Community Group:
· Why wasn’t the stage dismantled quickly? 

· Did the cameras record the stage being taken apart by young people? 

Action: F Beardsmore
5.18)
Jack Greenaway – 100th Birthday 
This item was deferred until the November 2014 Parish Council meeting.  
5.19)
Bus Service to Brinsford (12th June 2014)
The Clerk reported that Clive Thompson from SCC Passenger Transport Unit had interviewed representatives of the bus company and reviewed the incidents.  Requested if the quality of service from the bus service provider could be monitored for six weeks.  D Hill to arrange monitoring.  
Action:
SCC and D Hill
5.20)
Grass Cutting – Oaks Drive, Featherstone
This matter was ongoing.  S Paice at a previous meeting had commented there was a commitment by the prison to undertake community work.  
Action:
S Paice
5.21)
Mobile Library – Featherstone and Brinsford
The Clerk reported the mobile library visits the parish on a Tuesday, every 3 weeks.  Dates confirmed as follows: 


5th August 2014 


26th August 2014 


16th September 2014 


7th October 2014 


28th October 2014 


18th November 2014 


9th December 2014 


30th December 2014 

6)
HIGHWAY MATTERS

6.1)
Brinsford Footpaths
M Keeling confirmed the work had been completed and no further work has been identified.  If there are still defects they need to be reported to the contact centre on 0300 111 8000.  

6.2)
Footpath from St James Caravan Park to Paradise Lane
D Hill commented that C Makeham had promised this footpath would be cleared as there is a definite health and safety concern.  The footpath is overgrown and dangerous to pedestrians.

Action:
Clerk
6.3)
Brookhouse Lane Ponding (19th September 2013)
M Lawrence had agreed to review the ponding and repairs completed.  

Action:
M Lawrence
6.4)
A460 / The Avenue – Provision of Traffic Island / Lights (14th November 2013)
The Clerk to provide additional petition forms.  

Action:
Councillors / Clerk
6.5)
New Road – Introduction of 40 MPH Limit (14th November 2013)
The Clerk to confirm the following to Mark Keeling: 

· 40 MPH limit to run the full length of New Road (A460 – “T” junction).

· Need speed limit signs (40 MPH) at Paradise Lane and by prison.

Action:
Clerk
6.6)
Highway Drainage – Hilton Road / The Avenue (13th February 2014)
M Keeling confirmed by email the following: 

“A drainage survey is being undertaken on 8th July 2014 in order to gather the necessary information to complete this drainage problem.  

Once we have the detail such as land drainage depths and direction this will give us the key information in order to complete the feasibility of the proposed new drainage run.”


This item to be an agenda item at the next Parish Council meeting.  

Action:
M Keeling, M Lawrence
6.7)
Brookhouse Lane – Unofficial Layby (13th March 2014)
The Clerk to request J Littleton at SSDC to contact Mark Keeling at SCC Highways.  

Action:
Clerk
6.8)
Hedge Removal – East Road (9th January 2014)
The Clerk to request an update from S Dores at SSDC.

Action:
S Dores, Clerk
6.9)
Deceleration Lane off M54 to A460 (10th April 2014)
The Clerk reported that Neil Porter at SCC Highways had located the details circulated and the matter was being received due to the high number of accidents at this location.  N Porter expected the road marking to be introduced in October / November 2014.  

Action:
N Porter, SCC and M Lawrence
7)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
· Clerk to contact AFATEC regarding quotation to repair electronics.  

· No report – J Brindle commented that the Chairman or Manager should have provided a report for the Parish Council.  

· Damage to roof tiles and holes in roof – Clerk to notify F Beardsmore and J Beardsmore.  

8)
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ REPORT
Caroline Jobling invites all Councillors to the Assembly to convert to Featherstone Academy to be held on 2nd September 2014 at 2:00 pm.  

9)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS


Sam Bate reported the following: 

· Twenty two responses during June 2014. 

· One new applicant to join.  

· Recruitment drive with advert in Express and Star. 

· Fundraising at Greenfields Golf Club.  

10)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· D Hill reported meeting today cancelled, to be re-arranged on Monday.  Problems at 1 East Road to be discussed.  

11)
PLANNING
a) Planning Applications Approved 
i) 14/00438/FUL
Extension 1st and 2nd floor 

41 Penderell Close, Featherstone 

R Tucker to check site
ii) Letter dated 9th July 2014 from Collins Coward regarding planning documents and motorway service area provision.  The Clerk to circulate copies to Councillors.  
12)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT


No matters were reported.  

13)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT


No matters were reported.  

14)
CORRESPONDENCE

The incoming and outgoing post had been noted.

	Community Council of Staffordshire
	£700K loan fund to help rural communities in Staffordshire 

	Bilston Corridor Area Action Plan 
	Report 

	South Staffordshire Libraries
	What’s On – July 2014 

	SSDC
	Audit meeting, 1st July 2014 

	SSDC
	Regulatory meeting, 15th July 2014 

	Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner, Staffordshire
	Posters

	John Littleton, SSDC
	Provision of dog fouling tri-signs at a cost of £28.00 each.  Councillors decided not to place an order

	
	


15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· Blue Lane and Blue Alley 

M Nicklin commented the Parish Council requires a person to  undertake urgent work including such work as strimming grass.  It was agreed Colin Hill should be asked if he would undertake such work in the parish.  Regarding strimming a statement needs to be signed by any operative that they are competent to use equipment such as  a strimmer.

· Community Centre 

Letter from Mrs Kendall regarding the poor state of horticultural borders around the Community Centre.  

The Clerk to enquire with the prison and community payback regarding any assistance that can be given with horticultural maintenance.  

· The Clerk to check with F Beardsmore and J Beardsmore as to what should be paid to R Edmunds including any sick pay.  

· Hedge opposite 53 Brookhouse Lane 

Hedge covering most of pavement.  The Clerk to request Mark Keeling to have the hedge cut back.  

· 41 The Avenue, Featherstone 

Hedge completely over footpath. Wheelchair access difficult.  Danger for pedestrians stepping into road.  Clerk to notify Mark Keeling at SCC, Highways.  

· 5 / 7 Wilmott Drive
Hedge pushed down fence – part broken.  Serious health and safety issue.  The Clerk to notify Andy Cousins at SSDC requesting early action as health and safety issue.  

· 7 Brookhouse Lane / The Avenue, and 21 Woodcock Gardens 

Trees overhanding pavement.  Clerk to notify M.Keeling S.C.C.Highways.
· D Betts said he will cut back the two / three willow trees.  

16)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 


The Clerk to check with the Chairman regarding a Meeting during August 2014  

17)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

· “Article 4 Direction” – the Clerk reported a meeting had been arranged with David Pattison at SSDC to discuss this subject.  F Beardsmore and R Young to attend.  
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