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 FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  

held on Thursday 14th August 2014 at 7:00 pm 
in Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone

Present:
F Beardsmore, R Tucker, S Paice, A Roche, D Hill, M Nicklin, T Smitheman, 
J Beardsmore, J Brindle, D Betts, and A Tucker
In Attendance:
R Young, Clerk to the Council

------------------------------------------------------------

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No matters were raised.  

1) APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor M Lawrence, District Councillor R Cope, and PCSO Gareth Lloyd.  

2) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10TH JULY 2014 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th July 2014 be approved as a true and correct record subject to the following amendment:
5.4)
Delete B Pickering 



Include A Pickering

Resolved:

· To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th July 2014 as a true and correct record subject to the above amendment.  

3)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors F Beardsmore, J Beardsmore, J Brindle, T Smitheman, and R Tucker declared an interest in relation to matters concerning or relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.

4)
POLICE MATTERS

The Clerk circulated to Councillors a copy of the crime report for the period 10th July 2014 – 13th August 2014 which had been provided by PCSO Gareth Lloyd.  Details as follows: 
1. Burglary Dwellings

0 reported incidents
2. Theft of Motor Vehicles and Theft from Motor Vehicles 

0 reported TOMV

0 reported incidents TFMV 

3. Drugs 

2 reported incidents (4 males arrested for possession of drugs and being dealt with by officers) 
4. Violence

1 reported incident (injured person has not made a complaint) 

5. Anti-Social Behaviour 

9 reported incidents (7 x neighbour dispute incidents; 1 x nuisance vehicle 

incident; 1 x school related incident – bullying) 

6. RTC 

2 reported incidents (1 x Cat & Kitten Lane; 1 x East Road) 

Prison Incidents:
1. Violence 

5 reported incidents (all involving inmates and staff – 5 x Featherstone) 

2. Drugs 

2 reported incidents (visitors attempting to take drugs into the prison) 

The following matters were also mentioned:

· S Paice gave details of the interpretation in law of an assault by a prisoner on a member of prison staff.  

· F Beardsmore said there had been a recent car blocking incident in South Crescent.  

· It was proposed, seconded and agreed that a letter of thanks should be sent to Staffordshire Police thanking them for their recent action concerning drug issues.  

Resolved:

· To forward a letter of thanks to Staffordshire Police for their recent action in dealing with drug issues.  

Action:
Police / Clerk
5)
MATTERS ARISING

5.1)
Prison Updates 
· Brinsford Prison 

The Clerk to confirm to Brinsford Prison that Councillors will be attending a meeting with the Governor at 5:30 pm on Thursday 21st August 2014.  

· Oakwood Prison 

The Clerk reported that Andy Sleight had confirmed the following: 

· Oakwood has not been asked to increase the roll past the 1,605 contracted number.  

· Current roll at unlock on 18th July 201 was 1,579.  Additional transfers during the day will increase the roll to 1,585.  

5.2)
Use of Speed Gun (12th June 2014)

· The Clerk reported that Dawn Woodward had resigned as co-ordinator due to having a broken ankle and communication issues as detailed in an email dated 24th July 2014.  M Nicklin said he was not happy with the comments in the email.  
The Chairman requested the Clerk to include on the website, produce a poster for noticeboards and contact the school magazine to publicise the need for volunteers to operate the speed gun.  

Action:
Clerk
5.3)
Bickfords Site – New Road (8th December 2013)

The Clerk reported the following:

· Tracey Richards at SSDC had confirmed the Valuation Office had been requested to visit the site to check the area and rating.  The visit would take place during the next 6 – 12 months.  
· The Clerk gave Councillor D Hill a copy of the Land Registry entry for review.  
Action:
Clerk
5.4)
Brinsford Lodge Site – Road Name (Malaysian Way)

· The Clerk to liaise with Trevor Nichols, F Beardsmore and The Express and Star.  
Action:
Clerk 
5.5)
War Memorial (4th January 2010)


The following matters were discussed and reviewed: 

· T Smitheman confirmed the War Memorial will be installed in 10 – 12 weeks.  
· Councillors reviewed options regarding grass cutting around the memorial site.  
· M Nicklin commented the site should be levelled and re-turfed.  
· F Beardsmore commented the school and parishioners need to be involved.  It was agreed to book a room at the Community Centre for 8th November 2014 and to consider options at the next Parish Council meeting.  
Action:
War Memorial Group
5.6)
Parish Website (13th September 2012)
The Clerk to include details of the AED facility and request for volunteers to operate the parish speed gun. 
Action:
Clerk
5.7)
Community Centre – Energy Report (15th August 2013)
· M Nicklin to provide contact details for a supplier of thermostatic controls to J Beardsmore.  
· The Clerk to enquire with SCC as to whether the original grant is still available.  
Action:
J Beardsmore / Clerk
5.8)
Village Green (10th January 2013)
· The Clerk reported that to date M Murphy at SCC Legal Services had not received a reply from the Ministry of Justice solicitors.  

· The Clerk also confirmed he had visited Gavin Williamson MP who had agreed to write to Ministry of Justice regarding the land area included in legal documentation.  

· The Clerk reported that G Williamson MP had written to Mr Andrew Selous, Prison Minister, regarding this matter.  

Action: G Williamson MP, Chairman, SCC Legal Services
5.9)
“Slow Down in our Community” Stickers (13th February 2014)
J Beardsmore agreed to ask Gareth Lloyd as to whether he had obtained the above stickers. 

Action: J Beardsmore 
5.10)
Caravan Sites
· The Clerk confirmed a meeting had been arranged for 3rd September 2014 with Lucy McDonald from SSDC.  

· Councillors reviewed the option to invite representatives from the traveller community to a meeting.  F Beardsmore commented it was best to meet Lucy McDonald before a meeting with travellers.  S Paice commented a meeting with travellers would foster good relations.  

Action: Lucy McDonald 
5.11)
St Mary’s Churchyard (12th June 2014)
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, commented a meeting was to be held during the next 7 days to discuss this matter.   
Action: F Beardsmore
5.12)
Parish Council – Sports Cage (12th June 2014)
The Clerk and Chairman to review the details of the insurance claim and arrange a meeting with the insurance assessor.
Action: F Beardsmore, Clerk 

5.13)
34 Olde Hall Road – Tidy Up 
F Beardsmore reported he had attended a meeting with Bob Cope, District Council representatives plus PCSO Gareth Lloyd when this matter was thoroughly reviewed.  Situation ongoing.  


5.14)
Litter Pickers
· This item was deferred to Parish Maintenance.  


5.15)
Declaration of Trust
· J Beardsmore agreed to make available copies of the Declaration of Trust.  

Action:
J Beardsmore
5.16)
Jack Greenaway – 100th Birthday 
This item was deferred until the November 2014 Parish Council meeting.  
5.17)
Bus Service to Brinsford (12th June 2014) 
D Hill confirmed the bus service to Brinsford is being monitored.  
Action: SCC, D Hill
6)
HIGHWAY MATTERS INCLUDING DRAINAGE ON THE AVENUE / HILTON ROAD
6.1)
Footpath from St James Caravan Park to Paradise Lane
The Clerk to forward photographs taken by D Betts to Mark Keeling at SCC to confirm poor state of footpath.

Action:
Clerk
6.2)
Brookhouse Lane Ponding (19th September 2013)
The Clerk to request an update from M Keeling and M Lawrence on this problem.
Action:
Clerk
6.3)
A460 / The Avenue – Provision of Traffic Island / Traffic Lights (14th November 

2013)
D Hill confirmed 15 resident forms had been completed.  Councillors to review this matter.
Action:
Councillors, Clerk
6.4)
New Road – Introduction of 40 MPH Limit (14th November 2013)
The Clerk reported that Mark Keeling at SCC had confirmed the following: 
· Can place the 40 MPH limit for the entire length. 

· Any side roads with existing “destricted” signs will be changed for 40 MPH signs.  

· An engineer will begin the statutory consultation on this change in limit as soon as possible.  

· Following consultation the proposals will be advertised locally.  

Action:
SCC Highways
6.5)
Highway Drainage – Hilton Road / The Avenue (13th February 2014)
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, gave a résumé of this matter since a survey was undertaken on 8th July 2014.  

D Hill commented that senior management at SCC should be involved.  

The Clerk to request confirmation of a meeting date from Mark Keeling.  

Action:
Clerk, M Keeling, M Lawrence
6.6)
Brookhouse Lane – Unofficial Layby (13th March 2014)
F Beardsmore and R Tucker commented that at the site meeting it had been agreed bollards would be installed.  
The Clerk to arrange contact between J Littleton, SSDC, and Mark Keeling.

Action:
Clerk
6.7)
Hedge Removal – East Road (9th January 2014)
The Clerk gave details of an email received from S Dores, SSDC, outlining his contact with Mr Persell and his decision not to pursue the need for new / replacement planting.  
The Clerk to enquire with S Dores as follows: 

· Clarification of a hedge of importance.  

· Ensure that Mr Persell does not repeat the original action and if he does confirmation of what action can be taken.  

Action:
Clerk
6.8)
Deceleration Lane off M54 to A460 (10th April 2014)
J Brindle mentioned that there had been 4/ 5 accidents recently and only one reported.  The Clerk to contact Neil Porter at SCC Highways for an update.  
Action:
Clerk, SCC Highways 
6.9)
Foliage on side when leaving M54 (Birmingham direction) onto A460 
(Wolverhampton Road)
The Clerk to contact the Highways Agency requesting the foliage is cut back due to health and safety concerns. 

Action:
Clerk, SCC Highways 
7)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
· The Clerk confirmed he was waiting for a second quote for repairs to the electronics on the heating system equipment.  

· J Beardsmore reported the following: 
· Stocktake in August 2014. 

· Aware of tile repairs needed.  

· Probation Service to undertake ground maintenance work.  

· Apologies for no information last month.  

· J Hayward to attend if J Beardsmore absent.  

· F Beardsmore to review quotes provided by two contractors as they are not comparable.  Work needed in area used by Strawberry Poppets.  

· J Beardsmore reported the Community Centre Committee had decided J Hayward should remain as Chairman.  Also confirmed Chairman does not have to be a Parish Councillor.  

· A Pickering asked what had happened regarding a replacement roof.  F Beardsmore said additional quotes were being obtained..  
Action:
J Beardsmore, F Beardsmore  
8)
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ REPORT
The Clerk reported no detail had been received from the school but reminded Councillors of the invite to attend the assembly to convert the school to an academy on 2nd September 2014 at 2:00 pm.  
Action:
Councillors 
9)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS

The Clerk reported that Sam Bate had mentioned the new vehicle had not been used for the last 3 weeks; hence there were no response statistics.  The new vehicle was being fitted with equipment.  
S Bate had agreed to forward a photograph of the new vehicle for circulation to Councillors.  

10)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· Meeting arranged for tomorrow with F Beardsmore, D Hill, Jan Goode and Kate Stevenson attending.  

· Garages and potholes near garages to be discussed at the meeting.  

· D Hill gave an update of repairs completed and timescales.  

11)
PLANNING
a) Planning Applications Approved 
No applications received.  

F Beardsmore commented there were no developments regarding the planning appeal concerning 51 Brookhouse Lane.  

12)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT


No matters were reported.  

13)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT


F Beardsmore mentioned the following: 

· St Mary’s Churchyard 

· Officers from Brinsford Prison will cut grass at the front.  

· Require volunteers – posters on noticeboard and details on website.  

· Equipment needs replacing.  

· Church to provide materials for footpaths / road on new section. 

· All headstones to be within guidelines.  

· Hedge Cutting 

· Meeting with Andy Cousins, SSDC, regarding Wilmott Close.  Hoping to carry out work in September 2014.  

14)
CORRESPONDENCE

The incoming and outgoing post had been noted.

	SSDC
	Regulatory meeting – 19th August 2014 

	SSDC
	Special Audit Committee – 19th August 2014 

	CCS
	Site Allocations Process (forward to Councillors)

	SSDC
	Universal Credit Local Support Services Framework

	SSDC
	40th Anniversary of South Staffordshire Council – The South Staffordshire Community Awards.  Nominations requested 

	G Williamson MP
	Newsletter / surgeries 

	SSDC
	Locality Members Forum 

	SSDC
	Bollywood Evening – 27th September 2014 

	Essington Community Centre
	Enquiry regarding bar staff 

	Mike Lawrence
	Inconsiderate school parking 

	SSDC
	Dog Fouling signage 

	SPCA
	Gazette – Summer 2014 


15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· Overgrown Foliage
The Clerk reported that Diane Gear at SCC Highways had written to the owners of the hedge opposite 53 Brookhouse Lane and 41 The Avenue requesting overgrown foliage is cut back.
· 21 Woodcock Garden 

The Clerk to report to SCC Highways that tall conifer type trees need cutting back as they are handing over the wall by the bus stop.
Action:
SCC Highways 
· F Beardsmore reported Community Payback in place to work on grounds around Community Centre.  Also Andy Cousins at SSDC requested to quote to cut back bushes and shrubs.  

· Appointment of Handyman to be included on the agenda of next month’s Parish Council meeting.  

· F Beardsmore gave details of searches at the Land Registry to confirm land owned by SSHA (Blue Alley).  Details confirmed to Kate Stevenson.  Also commented need to check ownership of land at Brinsford.  

· Parish benches to be varnished prior to installation.  

· M Nicklin said that there are weeds on the highway throughout the parish.  The Clerk to contact SCC Highways.  Also mentioned material left on ground to the rear of the Red, White and Blue (fenced area).  

16)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

· Parish Council Donations. 

· Parish Handyman  

17)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

· Meeting arranged for 6:00 pm on Monday 18th August 2014 when Councillors will walk around the parish.  

· Meeting with Governor Debbie Butler at Featherstone Prison.  A Pickering reported the following had been discussed : 

· Staff reduced – 10 officers short.  

· Restricted regime.  

· More assaults on prisoners.  

· Opening call centre.  

· Hoping to open shop.  

· Print shop available.  

· Work in the community by prisoners.  S Paice commented that prisoners could be made available to undertake ground maintenance work at the Community Centre or the Chapel.  R Tucker commented some parishioners may not be comfortable with such an arrangement.  D Hill said there is a difference between someone working out / from the prison compared to being released.  A Pickering commented a project would need to be allocated.  

· S Paice mentioned the need for youth involvement possibly with a Youth Forum.  

· F Beardsmore reported he had received five emails concerning dog fouling and outlined the details of the scheme being promoted by SSDC with different signs.  It was proposed, seconded and agreed to purchase one of each of the 3 signs available.  

Resolved:

· To purchase one of each of the 3 dog fouling signs available from SSDC. 

· D Hill mentioned that at next year’s Annual General Meeting the question of a Parish Council meeting in August should be reviewed and discussed.  J Brindle asked if the Clerk could find out what percentage of Parish Councils have a meeting in August.   
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