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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

held on Thursday 9th May 2013 at 7:26 pm 
in the Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone

Present:
F Beardsmore, D Betts, D Hill, M Nicklin, T Smitheman, J Beardsmore, 

J Brindle, R Tucker, A Pickering, and B Pickering
In Attendance:
County Councillor M Lawrence 

District Councillor R Cope 

R Young, Clerk to the Council

------------------------------------------------------------

1) APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to appoint Councillor F Beardsmore as Chairman of the Parish Council for the coming year.  

Resolved:

· To appoint Councillor F Beardsmore Chairman of the Parish Council for the coming year.  

2) APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIR OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to appoint Councillor B Pickering as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the coming year.  

Resolved:

· To appoint Councillor B Pickering as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the coming year.  

3) APPOINTMENT TO COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

No appointment to committees were made. 

4) APPOINTMENT TO COMMUNITY CENTRE 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to appoint Councillors J Brindle, R Tucker, F Beardsmore, and T Smitheman to the Community Centre   

Resolved:

· To appoint Councillors J Brindle, R Tucker, F Beardsmore and T Smitheman to the Community Centre.  

5)
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11TH APRIL 2013
It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 11th April 2013 be approved as a true and correct record.

Resolved:

· To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th April 2013.

6)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors F Beardsmore, J Beardsmore, J Brindle, T Smitheman, and R Tucker declared an interest in relation to matters concerning or relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.

7)
POLICE MATTERS

The Clerk gave details of the information received from PCSO Adam McAree as follows:
· Letters regarding parking in The Leas will be delivered on 11th and 12th May 2013.  

· Update regarding broken window at the community centre.  

· Re-location of van parked on New Road.  

· Letter to Inspector Donna Gibbs regarding meeting held with Gavin Williamson MP agreed.  

Action:
Clerk
8)
MATTERS ARISING

8.1)
Bickfords Site
· New Road site – M Murphy at Staffordshire County Council has requested a further meeting with the Chairman and Clerk to review options and cost implications.  
· Paradise Lane – Planning Department at South Staffordshire District Council dealing with security building and hard standing area.  Injunction issued – should be developments during June 2013.  

Action:
Clerk / M Murphy / D Pattison
8.2)
Litter in the Parish
· Land to the rear of the Red, White and Blue

The Chairman, F Beardsmore reported that a fence had been erected around the site.  

· Brookhouse Lane 

J Littleton of South Staffordshire District Council had confirmed still waiting for a reply from the Highways Agency.  

· Rabbit Lane 

J Littleton stated Rabbit Lane was a track and not a road and it would be difficult for a vehicle to gain access.  The Clerk to request a tidy up order is issued.  

Action:
D Pattison / J Littleton 
8.3)
St James Caravan Site (12th May 2011)
· Councillor J Brindle said he had not received any contact from P Hardy.  The Clerk to ask P Hardy to telephone Councillor Brindle to arrange a meeting.  

Action:
Clerk
8.4)
Oak Tree Caravan Site
The Clerk gave details of the Appeal decision for this site.  District Councillor R Cope reported there were too many static caravans on the site and there should be a maximum of eight.  This to be an agenda item for the next Parish Council meeting.  

Action:
Clerk
8.5)
Fishponds Gypsy Caravan Site
District Councillor R Cope gave details of planning application 13/00296/VAR.  The Clerk was requested to submit the following comments: 
· Original planning permission stated the caravan site should be for family members only and not to be operated on a commercial basis. 

· The Local Plan outlines there are sufficient gypsy pitches in the Brinsford area.  No further pitches are needed or required.  

Action:
Clerk

8.6)
Brinsford Lodge Site – Road Name
D Round of South Staffordshire District Council had confirmed the road name change had been signed off by Sarah Poxon and will be progressed.
Action: D Round
8.7)
Brinsford Post Box
  P.Terry confirmed it would be very difficult to build a Business case for this proposal during the current financial year
Action: Clerk / G Williamson
8.8)
War Memorial (14th January 2010)
             Councillors T.Smitheman, J.Brindle, J.Beardsmore, R.Tucker and F.Beardsmore to   
             form a Working Group to review Funding and Design of a War Memorial

             The first meeting to be held on the23rd May 2013.The Clerk to produce a Notice
              for the Noticeboard giving details.
Action:
Councillors
8.9)
South Staffordshire Housing Association
The Chairman,F.Beardsmore reported a meeting had been held with Jan Goode from 

S.S.H.A. on the 3rd May 2013 who would be forwarding an update on matters discussed later in the month.The Clerk to circulate to Councillors a copy of the notes and plans given to the Clerk by J.Goode.The Clerk to enquire as to the proposals for
Sites 5,6 and 7.

Action:
Clerk / J Goode

8.10)
Jordan Davies


The Clerk reported he had received an E-Mail confirmation from Dawn Allen at 
            Cheslyn Hay School that the donation of £900.00 from the Parish Council had been

            received.
8.11
M54 / A460 Traffic Island – Traffic Congestion
The Clerk reported he had requested Cheryl Makeham to arrange for the Neighbourhood Team to cut back the vegetation on the path running from the A460
Along the M54 slip road.the work of the team to start in the Parish on the 11th June 2013
Action:
Clerk

8.12)
Bellflower Road – Turnstone Drive
            The clerk reported that he had asked Andy Cousins at S.S.D.C. to check who is 
             Responsible for this pathway.
Action: A Cousins / Clerk
8.13)
Speedwatch Scheme
This matter was ongoing.
Action:
Clerk 
8.14)
Parish Website
The Clerk requested Councillors to review other Parish Council Websites to identify
Any preference in design and layout.
Action:
Clerk

8.15)
New Road / A460 Junction
This matter to be reviewed by M Keeling in the Stage 4 Road Safety Audit in June 2013.
Action:
Clerk / M Keeling
8.16)
Community Centre – Energy Report
The Clerk to arrange a meeting with Allan Carr of Staffordshire County Council to review the implications of the report.
Action:
Clerk 
8.17)
Bus Shelter - Brinsford
The Clerk to request M Murphy at Staffordshire County Council to confirm the licence document for the portion of land at Brinsford is acceptable.
Action:
Clerk  
8.18)
Village Green
The Clerk reported that the relevant documentation had been sent to Sonya Weise at 
The Ministry of Justice and details would be reviewed at a Aseet Meeting to be held in May 2013.
Action:
Clerk

8.19)
Oakwood Prison
The Clerk circulated to Councillors a copy of a letter dated the 18th April 2013 received
by Gavin Williamson MP from Andy Sleight Deputy Director – HMP Oakwood 
regarding a meeting with Parish Councillors.

            The following matters were discussed :-
· The Clerk should attend all future meetings and prepare an Agenda.
· It was agreed the Clerk should draft a letter to Andy Sleight for Councillors 
approval stating that the views mentioned were not of a single Councillor

but those of the Parish Council.

· Councillor B.Pickering gave a resume of the Meeting with Andy Sleight confirming the entrance number plate recognition system, use of Gymnasium

by the public and access to Paradise Lane were discussed.

Action:
Clerk

8.20)
Hilton Hall
District Councillor R.Cope reported that Gavin Williamson M.P. was arranging a Meeting with the owner regarding the trees on on the grounds of the property
Action:
Clerk

8.21)
Parish Maintenance

Play Equipment – Brinsford
· The Clerk reported the safety inspection had been completed and the report should be available shortly.  

Action:
Clerk

8.22)
Parish Plaques
The Clerk reported ten plaques had been ordered and was awaiting confirmation of a delivery date.  

Action:
Clerk
            8.23)    BAE Site
The Clerk reported that  Michael Craddock of Bae Systems had confirmed that Bae had entered into a partnership with Bridgehouse Capital Limited regarding the Featherstone site and were undertaking a review.On completion of the review
he will come back to S.S.D.C. and the Parish Council.
Action:
SSDC / BAE / Clerk
8.24)
Parish Newsletter

Councillors agreed the photographs in the Newsletter should be changed and copies 
            Available for distribution at the next Parish Council Meeting.

Action:
Clerk 
9)
HIGHWAY MATTERS

            Mark Keeling in an E-Mail dated the 9th May 2013 confirmed the following :-
· Rabbit Lane – works will be arranged for the return of the JCB to pull the
Earth bund back towards the carriageway

· Gullies – Hilton Road and 41,The avenue will be auctioned as soon as possible
· Featherstone Lane – dropped Kerb request.This will be discussed with Mike Lawrence at his next DHP meeting.This will require funding from other competing priorites within the area.
· New Road – As with any change to a traffic order support will be required from Mike Lawrence at the next meeting of the Divisional Highway Program.
· Brookhouse Lane – further inspection is required.Apologises,not had time to review this matter as yet.
· Councillors reviewed the work for the Neighbourhood Highway Team.
            Mark Keeling also confirmed at his meeting with Parish Councillors on the 3rd May 
            2013 he would inspect the cracks in Feathersone Lane and the road noise on the New        

            Road adjacent to 9.Honeysuckle  Road.
Action:
M Keeling / Clerk 
10)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
· J Beardsmore circulated management accounts for the period April 2012 – March 2013.  
· J Beardsmore gave details of a damaged manhole cover which had been repaired.  

11)
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ REPORT
Councillor J Brindle said there were no matters to report.
12)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS

The Clerk reported that Sam Bate had confirmed that last month they had attended 31 incidents and 3 trainees had been recruited.  
13)
CORRESPONDENCE

The incoming and outgoing post had been noted.

             Melanie Hunt of Nock Deighton – Mrs Horton : Featherstone SHLAA 2012 site 

             Reference 171 in Appendix 6 – Meeting to review development land.
             Home Office – Copy of letter from Damian Green MP to Gavin Williamson MP

             Stating that telephone calls to 101 are charged at a flat rate of 15p for the entire call.

             Letter of thanks dated the 1st May 2013 from Featherstone Parent and Toddler Group     

             thanking the Parish Council for the donation of £300.00.

             Letter of thanks dated the 29th April 2013 from Featherstone Senior Citizens Club for

             the donation of £500.00.

             S.S.D.C. - Draft Sports Facilities and Playing Pitch Strategy.

             C.P.R.E. - Annual Report 2013.

             S.S.D.C. – Wider Transport Report and Data Month 10
             S.S.D.C. – South Staffordshire Ward Profile

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


14)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

· County Councillor M Lawrence reported the new County Council will start on 16th May 2013.  

· Reported the County Council election resulted in a 29% turnout. 
15)       District Councillor’s Report

                           District Councillor R Cope
Planning 

· Four Ashes Site at Gailey – Called into Scritiny due to high volume of traffic entering site plus release of 16 hectacres of land behind site.  
Job Club   

· . Three more attending have now obtained employment. 

· .  Jobs Fayre at Perton attracted 400 visitors
· .  Requested use of meeting room for course. J.Beardsmore to check availability
Regional Logistics Site 
·    Regional Spatial Strategy now closed.

· .  50 Hectacres required for site
Fishponds 

· .  Requesting 10 caravans
· .  Change of Use – At present 5 caravans for use of one family
· .   Layout appears to be for Residential Site
· .   Policy H6 states should not dominate the local or nearest settled community.
·     Planning Application should comply with Policy H6

ROF Site – Buildings 
· . Update regarding new partners
a) District Councillor F Beardsmore
No additional matters were reported. 

16)
PARISH MAINTENANCE
It was agreed that Councillor A Pickering could obtain prices to purchase Perspex for the noticeboards.  

17)       Planning
Planning Applications

· 13/00270/Ful
Erection of Single Storey Conservatory to the Rear Dwelling House
            10,West Winds,Featherstone

            Planning Decisions
· 13/00086/Ful
To install a 15mt x 10 mt Modular building
1,New Road,Featherstone
Grant of Planning Permission

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
18)
FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND ACCOUNTS
a)
Invoices for Payment
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:

	Date
	Cheque No
	Payee
	£

	09.05.13
	002008
	Glasdons
	632.66

	09.05.13
	002009
	Workplace Products 
	797.54

	09.05.13
	002010
	Khoo Systems 
	100.00

	09.05.13
	002011
	Veolia
	343.89

	09.05.13
	002012
	R Young (Clerk)
	836.00

	09.05.13
	002013
	R Young (Expenses)
	85.00

	09.05.13
	002014
	C Beeson
	214.59

	09.05.13
	002015
	R Edmund
	214.59

	09.05.13
	002016
	R Butler
	214.59

	09.05.13
	002017
	HMRC (PAYE)
	369.92

	09.05.13
	002018
	R Young (Mileage)
	17.10

	09.05.13
	002019
	British Telecom
	62.40

	09.05.13
	002020
	S D Randall
	130.00

	09.05.13
	002021
	Veolia
	412.58

	05.05.13
	002022
	FHCC
	35.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£4,465.86


Resolved:

· To issue the above cheques.

b)
Accounts – 1st April 2012 – 31st March 2013
The Clerk circulated to Councillors the receipts and payments for the period 1st April 2012 – 31st March 2013 and gave details of the individual receipts and payments.  

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to accept the receipts and payments for the period 1st April 2012 – 31st March 2013 and for the Clerk to submit the Annual Return for 2012 / 2013 for audit.  

Resolved:

· To approve the receipts and payments schedule for 1st April 2012 – 31st March 2013 and to submit the Annual Return for 2012 / 2013.  

19)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
Oak Tree Caravan Site
20)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· Councillor D Hill commented the Parish Clerk should notify Councillors when ill or on holiday.  

· The Clerk to order a litter bin with approximate dimensions 3 feet in height x 18 inches in diameter.  

21)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 13th June 2013 
The Chairman of the meeting, Councillor F Beardsmore, thanked all those present for attending and declared the meeting closed at 11:15 pm.
F Beardsmore
Chairman of the Parish Council
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F Beardsmore, Chairman
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