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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  

held on Thursday 15th August 2013 at 6:30 pm 
in the Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone

Present:
F Beardsmore, A Pickering, R Tucker, J Brindle, J Beardsmore, T Smitheman,  

M Nicklin, D Hill, D Betts, and A Roche
In Attendance:
One Member of the Public


S Paice, Featherstone Prison

R Young, Clerk to the Council

------------------------------------------------------------

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

a) Featherstone Prison – Steve Paice 

The Chairman, F Beardsmore, welcomed S Paice to the meeting.  The following matters were discussed:

· Confirmed employed as Business Development Manager. 

· Losing 10% of overall prison staff.  

· Reviewing options for work in the area that prisoners could undertake.  Contact through Wolverhampton Chamber of Commerce.  

· Recruitment Agency at prison to source employment for prisoners.  

· Proposal to make part of prison “open”.  Transformation costs £4M.  No decision as yet; proposal on hold.  

· Would like to support local Councils.  

· Re-introduced temporary licence – at present four prisoners working outside the prison each day.  At present no supervision is provided.  

· S Paice confirmed there had been no consultation regarding prisoners working in the community.  

· Prisoners are locked up at 7:00 pm instead of 8:00 pm which helps reduce the number of staff required.  

· Only CAT D prisoners to be allowed to work in the community.  Also confirmed all prisoners are searched when returning to the prison.  

· S Paice said they were trying to give prisoners real work to carry out.  

· F Beardsmore commented that Gavin Williamson, MP, was looking into the possibility of a minibus being provided to transport prisoners out of the area on their release.  

· S Paice said use of the prison football pitch may have insurance implications.  Details would be required regarding the team, age of players and numbers especially as the football pitch is overlooked by a wing of the prison.  

· Steve Paice commented that Parish Council meetings could be held at the prison.  

· D Hill asked if members of the public could purchase benches and planters from the prison.  

The Chairman, F Beardsmore, thanked Steve Paice for attending the meeting.

The Chairman, F Beardsmore, proposed suspending Standing Orders and this Resolution was seconded and approved.
b) Barry Pickering 

The Clerk read out a letter of resignation dated 15th July 2013 received from Barry Pickering.  

The Chairman reported he had asked Barry Pickering several times to change his mind with regard to resigning.  

D Betts commented that B Pickering had undertaken and completed a lot of work for the parish.  

It was agreed a letter of thanks and appreciation be sent to Barry Pickering for the contribution he had made to the parish.  

The Chairman, F Beardsmore, requested nominations for the position of Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council.  

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that Councillor R Tucker be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council. 

Resolved:

· That R Tucker be appointed Vice-Chairman of Featherstone and Brinsford Parish Council.      

R Tucker accepted the appointment as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council until the Annual General Meeting in 2014.
1) APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from District Councillor R Cope.  

2) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11TH JULY 2013 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th July 2013 be approved as a true and correct record.
Resolved:

· To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th July 2013.    

3)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors F Beardsmore, J Brindle, R Tucker, J Beardsmore, and A Roche declared an interest in relation to matters concerning or relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.

4)
POLICE MATTERS

The following matters were reviewed:
· The Clerk reported that Inspector Geoff Knight had been appointed Local Policing Team Commander for South Staffordshire with effect from 24th August 2013.  

· It was also reported that Sgt Tim Heap would be taking over Sgt Cooke’s duties in the area.  

· Adam McAree – meeting at the garages.  Councillor A Pickering attended but issues were not reviewed in depth due to other representatives not attending.  A Pickering informed PCSO McAree that several teenagers were using catapults at Brinsford and that A McAree had confirmed a catapult was considered to be an offensive weapon.  

The Clerk to forward a letter to Inspector Geoff Knight stating that continuity of staff was required plus an increase in police visibility in the parish.  

Action:
Police, SSHA
5)
MATTERS ARISING

5.1)
Bickfords Site – New Road
· This matter was ongoing and as M Murphy was still absent from work due to illness, the Chairman and Clerk were to arrange a meeting with Bridget Parsons at Staffordshire County Council.  
Action: Chairman, Clerk, B Parsons 
5.2)
Litter in the Parish
· Speedwell Gardens
Councillors D Betts and J Brindle agreed to site two litter bins purchased.  

 Action: D Betts and J Brindle
· Brookhouse Lane 

J Littleton at SSDC contacting SCC Highways for an update.  

Action: SSDC / SCC 

5.3)
Brinsford Lodge Site – Road Name
· The Chairman reported that due to a family bereavement the officer dealing with this matter was on compassionate leave.  The Clerk to enquire regarding progress at the beginning of September.

Action: Clerk
5.4)
Brinsford Post Box
· The Clerk reported that an email dated 14th August 2013, from Phil Terry of Royal Mail, stated this matter had not progressed.
5.5)
War Memorial (4th January 2010)
· The Clerk reported that solicitors had confirmed there were no utilities under the proposed site of the war memorial.

· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, reported the war memorial working group had agreed on a design.  The design to be reviewed by Councillors at the next Parish Council meeting. 

· The Clerk to produce a notice requesting interested groups or individuals to comment on the proposal.  

Action: Memorial Working Group
5.6)
South Staffordshire Housing Association
· The proposals for the garages to be discussed in the planning section of the meeting. 

· The Clerk to contact Emmar Cooper regarding the supply of replacement locks for the garages in Old Hall Road.  

· The Clerk to request a grant request form with regard to a contribution towards the cost of a war memorial. 

· The Clerk to contact Janet Goode regarding the following: 

· When will the garage site in Old Hall Road be cleaned up.

· Old Hall Road – pothole is very dangerous and a serious health and safety issue.  Could she confirm when this matter will be rectified  

· Would it be possible for the ground maintenance team to cut back the trees and bushes in Hilton Road as this also is a health and safety issue.  

Action: SSHA, Clerk
5.7)
Bellflower Road – Turnstone Drive
· The Clerk to contact SSDC on this matter.  
Action: Clerk
5.8)
Speedwatch Scheme
· The Clerk to report to Steve Bird at Staffordshire Police the following: 

· Another applicant to use speed gun.

· Parish Council intend to use the speed gun in near future.  

Action:
Clerk

5.9)
Parish Website
· The Clerk to check the website address and structure.  

Action:
Clerk 
5.10)
Community Centre – Energy Report
· Councillor J Beardsmore agreed to enquire with “COORS” to obtain the specification for a thermostatic control for the cooler in the cellar.  The Clerk confirmed that SCC had agreed a grant of £1,200.00 towards the cost.  

· The Clerk to obtain three quotations for a thermostatic control for the cooler.  

Action:
J Beardsmore and Clerk

5.11)
Village Green
The Clerk reported he had submitted an “Asset of Community Value” nomination form for the area of land between Oaks Drive, Brinsford and Featherstone Prison to South Staffordshire District Council (Right to Bid).

Action: Clerk
5.12)
Featherstone Prison
A meeting has been arranged with the Governor of Featherstone Prison on Friday 13th September 2013 at 2:00 pm. The Clerk to check with Councillors as to who will be attending.  

Action: Clerk
5.13)
Parish Newsletter
The Clerk to enquire with the “Job Club” as to whether they could produce the Parish Council newsletter.  

Action:
Clerk
6)
HIGHWAY MATTERS

· Name sign on Hilton Road needs replacing.  Notify South Staffordshire Council.  
· Speedwell Gardens – Mark Keeling confirmed there are no plans to extend the yellow lines on Speedwell Gardens.  No request had been received.  The Clerk to write to M Lawrence to request an extension on behalf of Mr and Mrs Frisby.  Extension of lines on both sides of road 20 yards around bend.  
· J Brindle reported there were a considerable number of accidents involving vehicles coming off M54 onto the A460.  Request that white lines are renewed.
· Cheryl Makeham of Staffordshire County Council Highways confirmed the following:
· Supervisor will review footways around Brinsford before slurry seal treatment applied.  
· Not inspected ponding or Brookhouse Lane as yet.
· Potholes on Oaks Drive / East Road have not been repaired to date. 
· The Clerk to enquire as to when the potholes on Brookhouse Lane adjacent to the motorway will be repaired.
· County Councillor M Lawrence confirmed the following: 
· Speed limit extension on New Road – traffic order would cost £1,500 - £2,000 plus signage, lining and illumination which would realise a total cost of approximately £5,000. 
· Road Safety Audit at New Road / A460 junction to be arranged.  
· C Makeham to review trees and bushes at Brinsford (East Road by college).  
7)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
J Beardsmore reported the following: 

· No accounts available due to printer not working. 

· Cameras No. 5 and No. 1 not working. The Clerk to contact Direct Security as cameras are just out of guarantee period. 

· Two lights on car park have not been working for two months.  

· Community Pay Back – the Clerk to contact to arrange resumption of work on Sundays.  

Action:
Clerk
8)
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ REPORT
J Brindle said there were no matters to report.  

9)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS

· J Beardsmore reported that the first responders were not using the room in the Community Centre.  

The Clerk and M Nicklin to contact S Bate.

Action:
M Nicklin and Clerk 
10)
CORRESPONDENCE

The incoming and outgoing post had been noted.

	SCC Highways
	Dark Lane, Cross Green – diversion of vehicular traffic, 16th September 2013 until 11th October 2013 

	SSDC
	Community funding 


	M Jenkinson, SSDC
	Year one report on South Staffordshire Connect Bus Service 

	SSDC
	Sussed School Holiday Activities 

	J Vining, SCC
	Community Right to Bid 


11)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

No matters were reported.  

12)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

a) District Councillor F Beardsmore
· F Beardsmore reported that with District Councillor R Cope they had met Sonja Weiss from the Ministry of Justice to discuss options regarding a village green being made available at Brinsford.  Details to be reported under planning section.  

13)
PLANNING
a) Planning Applications Received 
i) 13/00629/FUL 

Hilton Service Station, Cannock Road, Featherstone 

Refurbishment of former MOT station and conversion to self-contained retail units with two one-bedroom apartments on newly installed first floor plus single storey porch extension (re-submission of 13/00150/FUL)

b) Planning Appeal 
i) Land to East side of Paradise Lane, Slade Heath 

Without planning permission, the importation onto the land of road plannings to form a hard surface over the land

Mr John Richard Bickford 

The Clerk to confirm the Parish Council agrees with the objections raised by the District Council

J Brindle declared an interest 
c) Village Green Brinsford 
i) F Beardsmore reported the following regarding meeting with Sonja Weiss from 

the Ministry of Justice which R Cope attended.  

· Village Green requested at meeting with Prisons Minister Jeremy Hunt. 

· F Beardsmore reviewed the three plots being suggested by S Weiss. 

· Jubilee Wood not involved with proposal. 

· It was proposed, seconded and agreed to request and accept the two acres of Option / Plot A as detailed. 

Resolved:

· To request and accept Option / Plot A to be allocated as a village green.  

J Brindle voted against the proposal

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Clerk should ask if the Parish Council could rent Plot B for use as a football pitch. 
Resolved:

· To enquire with Sonja Weiss as to whether the Parish Council could rent Plot B for use as a football pitch.  

d) SSHA Garages 
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, gave a detailed review of proposals by South Staffordshire Housing Association to demolish garages and submit planning applications to build houses.  

F Beardsmore gave details of each site and confirmed a total of 11 houses were being proposed.  

Councillors raised concerns regarding adequate parking in the parish.  

It was agreed a site meeting should be held on Tuesday 20th August 2013 at 6:00 pm to review the garage sites and the proposals.  

e) Distribution of Planning Applications 
· Letter to be sent to Andy Johnson at SSDC stating the Parish Council is disappointed plans are not sent out.  

· Letter to Gavin Williamson, MP, again stating the Parish Council is disappointed plans are not sent out.  

f) Parish Development – Presentation of Proposals 
The Clerk reported the following developers had confirmed they would display information:

· Nock Deighton 

· First Plan 

· Persimmon 

14)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· Veolia – Waste Collection 

M Nicklin gave details as follows:

· Four bins emptied every Wednesday – three for the Community Centre and one for the Parish Council. 
· £27.61 per bin plus Duty of Care charged.  

· Total cost of £6,030.88 per annum. 

· Have agreed to charge £12.00 per bin and will be put on one order.  No duty of care charge.  

· Saving of £4,000 per annum. 

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
15)
FINANCIAL MATTERS
a)
Invoices for Payment
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:

	Date
	Cheque No
	Payee
	£

	15.08.13
	002118
	R Edmunds
	214.43

	15.08.13
	002119
	R Young
	945.48

	15.0813
	002120
	C Beeson
	214.43

	15.08.13
	002121
	R Butler
	214.43

	15.08.13
	002122
	Veolia
	179.46

	15.0813
	002123
	Severn Trent
	772.48

	15.08.13
	002124
	Glasdons
	472.27

	15.08.13
	002125
	AON
	744.62

	15.08.13
	002126
	R Young (Expenses)
	85.00

	15.08.13
	002127
	R Young (Mileage)
	59.20

	15.08.13
	002128
	FHCC
	35.00

	15.08.13
	002129
	R Butler (Boots)
	29.99

	15.08.13
	002130
	British Telecom
	65.46

	15.08.13
	002131
	British Telecom
	76.00

	15.08.13
	002132
	Veolia
	957.69

	15.08.13
	002133
	Direct Security
	101.94

	15.08.13
	002134
	Cougar Monitoring 
	960.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£6,127.88


Resolved:

· To issue the above cheques.

b)
Casual Vacancy – Featherstone and Brinsford Parish Council
The Clerk reviewed the procedure for notifying SSDC of the resignation of B Pickering and advertising the Parish Council vacancy.  
c)
Crime Statistics
R Tucker mentioned the following: 

· Substance mis-use not included.  

· Environmental damage should be noted. 

The Clerk to enquire with the new police inspector as to whether the above can be included.  
d)
Oakwood Prison
Councillors F Beardsmore, A Pickering and R Tucker attended meeting with Andy Sleight today at Oakwood:

· Good meeting and very informative.

· Maximum of 70 CAT D prisoners. 

· Can provide benches and planters.  

e)
Gavin Williamson, MP
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, read out a letter received from G Williamson, MP.  

The Chairman of the meeting, Councillor F Beardsmore, thanked all those present for attending and declared the meeting closed at 10:29 pm.
F Beardsmore
Chairman of the Parish Council
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F Beardsmore, Chairman
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