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 FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  

held on Thursday 10th April 2014 at 7:00 pm 
in the Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone

Present:
F Beardsmore, A Roche, D Hill, M Nicklin, T Smitheman, J Beardsmore, D Betts, and A Pickering
In Attendance:
One Member of the Public


R Young, Clerk to the Council

------------------------------------------------------------

1) APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors R Tucker, R Cope, M Lawrence, and PCSO G Lloyd.
2) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13TH MARCH 2014 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th March 2014 be approved as a true and correct record.
Resolved:

· To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th March 2014 as a true and correct record.  

3)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors F Beardsmore, J Beardsmore and J Brindle declared an interest in relation to matters concerning or relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.

4)
POLICE MATTERS

The Parish Clerk reported the following: 

· Crime Statistics 

The Clerk reported that he had been informed by Maggie Quinn that Mark Rogers had left South Staffordshire Council and the production of the reports have been put on hold, as they review the capacity of the team and way forward.  The Clerk also confirmed that the Police Commissioner had confirmed receipt of concerns regarding the non-production of crime statistics and that Steve Winterflood had delegated to Clodagh Peterson the need to reply to the Parish Council’s letter requesting that the preparation of crime statistics is reinstated.  

· The Clerk circulated to Councillors a copy of the crimes in the area report for the period 13th March 2014 – 9th April 2013 produced by Staffordshire Police.  

Crimes in the Area: 

1. Burglary Dwellings

2 reported incidents (both incidents offenders gained entry via the rear of the property)

2. Theft of Motor Vehicles and Theft from Motor Vehicles 

0 reported incidents 

3. Drugs 

0 reported incidents 

4. Violence

1 reported incident 

5. Anti-Social Behaviour 

3 reported incidents (1 neighbour dispute, 1 egg throwing incident, 1 youth 

related incident) 

6. RTC 

3 reported incidents (all incidents happened on the A460, no serious injuries)

Prison Incidents:
1. Violence 

3 reported incidents (all involving inmates) 

2. Drugs 

7 reported incidents (possession and supply visitors and inmates) 

Action:
Police / Clerk
5)
MATTERS ARISING

5.1)
Prison Meetings
· The Clerk confirmed meetings had been arranged as follows: 

Featherstone Prison
-
16th May 2014, 2:00 pm 

Brinsford Prison 
-
14th May 2014, 4:00 pm 

Oakwood Prison 
-
9th May 2014, 2:00 pm 

5.2)
AED (De-fibrillation Unit) (14th November 2013)
Update from Dawn Woodward was read out by the Parish Clerk.  The Parish Clerk was asked to order the directional signs illustrated by D Woodward.  
Action:
Clerk
5.3)
Bickfords Site – New Road (8th December 2011)
· The Clerk confirmed a meeting had been arranged with M Murphy at SCC Legal Services for 25th April 2014 at 2:30 pm to discuss issues relating to New Road (Dark Lane), Brinsford.  
Action:
Chairman / Clerk
· The Clerk to enquire with South Staffordshire Council as to whether a map is available confirming the land area for which F W Bickfords and Sons pays business rates.  
Action:
Clerk
5.4)
Brinsford Lodge Site – Road Name (Malaysian Way 14thJune 2012)
The Clerk confirmed he would contact Debi Round at SSDC regarding progress with name signs.
Action:
Clerk
5.5)
War Memorial (4th January 2010)

Councillor T Smitheman reported he was waiting to discuss the War Memorial with Andy Walsh who was at present in the Far East.  
Action:
War Memorial Group
5.6)
Parish Website (13th September 2012)
The Clerk commented if Councillors would like any contact details to be included on the website then to forward details to the Clerk.  
Action:
Clerk
5.7)
Community Centre – Energy Report (15thAugust 2013)
Councillor M Nicklin confirmed he had provided details of three companies who could supply a costing for a thermostatic control for the cooler in the Community Centre.  
Action:
J Beardsmore
5.8)
Village Green (10th January 2013)
· The Clerk reported that Michael Murphy at SCC Legal Services was progressing the conveyance of the land in question.  

· Councillor A Pickering asked the Clerk to obtain a plan of the area to be transferred from solicitors.  

Action: Clerk 
5.9)
Live and Let Live Caravan Site (19th September 2013)
R Marsh of South Staffordshire Council had confirmed in an email dated 10th April 2014 that he had received confirmation from Carl Medlin that he was visiting the site and would monitor progress.  

Action: R Marsh (SSDC) 
5.10)
Dog Fouling in the Parish (14th November 2013 )
The problem of dog fouling was brought to the attention of PCSO G Lloyd at a recent meeting with Staffordshire Police.  

5.11)
Mr G Bonner – Request for Bus Stop
The Clerk reported the request for a bus stop had been reviewed with Mr G Bonner by C Makeham at SCC Highways, when it was agreed a stop sign which was effective for both sides of the road would be used.  
5.12)
“Slow Down in our Community” Stickers (13th February 2014)
It was agreed D Woodward should be asked if she had received any of the above stickers from Staffordshire Police.  
Action:
M Nicklin / Clerk 

5.13)
Planning Application 14/00127/FUL – New Access – Land at East Road, 
Brinsford 
F Beardsmore reported he had reviewed this matter with S Dores, SSDC, who had said this would not be considered to be a hedge removal.  


5.14)
Brinsford Lodge Site (10th April 2014)
The Clerk confirmed that he landowner would give a presentation of his proposals at the Community Centre on Wednesday 30th April 2014 at 6:30 pm.  


5.15)
Front Gardens of 37 and 39 North Crescent (13th March 2014)

37 North Crescent 

The Clerk was requested to ask J Littleton at SSDC to visit this property regarding the poor 

state of the front garden.  


39 North Crescent 

E Edwards at Housing Plus had commented as follows: 

· Garden slightly overgrown and tenants given general advice regarding maintenance. 

· Small amount of furniture removed. 
5.16)
Red, White and Blue – Land to the Rear (13th March 2014)
J Brindle Declared an Interest 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed the Clerk should enquire with Enterprise Inns Limited as to whether they would consider a long-term lease for the land.  

Resolved:

· Enterprise Inns Ltd to be asked if they would consider a long-term lease for the land to the rear of the Red, White and Blue.  

5.17)
Litter Picker Vacancy (9th January 2014)
F Beardsmore reported there had been no progress regarding the two applications received to date.  Enquiries to be made regarding a further applicant.  

5.18)
Parish Clerk (10th April 2014) 
The Clerk to include the start date when items are included in the minutes and also to make personal contact with organisations such as SCC Highways prior to sending an email.  

5.19)
Parish Council Vacancy (10th October 2013)
F Beardsmore reported that there had been two strong candidates and it had been very difficult to make a decision but had decided to recommend S Paice.  

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to co-opt S Paice as a Parish Councillor for Featherstone and Brinsford Parish Council.  

Resolved:

· To co-opt S Paice as a Parish Councillor for Featherstone and Brinsford Parish Council.  

At this point the Chairman, F Beardsmore, suspended the meeting to allow Public Participation.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

H.Lobuczek raised the following points for the attention of Councillors: 

· Thanked Councillors for explaining the procedure regarding parish vacancies.  

· War Memorial – concerned regarding the cost in these times of austerity as money could be used for other projects.  Need to downsize the project and consider installation of a plaque which would be more appropriate.  Need to commemorate those who lost their lives but to reflect a reasonable cost.  Also commented this was the view of other parishioners.  

· Links for other websites could be included on the parish website.  

· Continually going over the same issues whereas the matter should be resolved and completed.  “Stonewalled by District Council and County Council”.  

· Reviewed minutes – link not working, needs access to the minutes.  

· Work Club link could be included.  

· F Beardsmore thanked H.Lobuczek for applying for the Parish Council vacancy and mentioned that the interview group found it difficult to make a decision.  H.Lobuczek thanked Councillors and hoped to meet the new Councillor.  

F Beardsmore said the points raised concerning the war memorial would be considered by the Parish Council group reviewing this matter.  

The Chairman, F Beardsmore  resumed the Parish Council meeting.  

6)
HIGHWAY MATTERS

· Footpath from the prison to Paradise Lane (13th February 2014) – Councillor A Pickering had marked a map to identify the section of path requiring attention.  The Clerk reported that C Makeham had confirmed she will arrange for a JCB to scrape the edges of the path.  
Action:
C Makeham
· Brookhouse Lane Ponding (19th September 2013) – the Clerk to ask R Tucker to photograph the ponding when it occurs.  
Action:
R Tucker / Clerk 

· East Road, Brinsford  (15th August 2013) – C Makeham reported no date had been allocated to date by the scheduling / traffic management team.  Will chase team for a date.  The Clerk to report the East Road pot-holes to the hot line.  
Action:
C Makeham / Clerk 
· A460 / The Avenue – provision of traffic island (14th November 2013).  Councillors reviewed the petition produced by the Clerk.  J Brindle suggested the inclusion of “some traffic management system other than the yellow box”.  
It was proposed, seconded and agreed the Parish Clerk should amend the petition form to include “some traffic management system other than a yellow box”.  

Resolved:

· To include “some traffic management system other than the yellow box”.  

Action:
Clerk / K Perry / M Lawrence  
· Path running parallel to M54 from the bottom of Brookhouse Lane (14th November 2013) – clearance to be undertaken by the NHT when in the parish for 5 days from 10th May 2014.  
The Clerk to notify C Makeham that Old Lane, Featherstone, from the doctors’ to Featherstone Farm needs to be tidied and the vegetation cut back.  
Action:
SCC Highways 
· Grit Bins (14th November 2013) – Councillor J Brindle to install the grit bins purchased.  
Action:
J Brindle 
· Speed Cameras on A460 (12th December 2013) – County Councillor M Lawrence confirmed the following: 
· Use of fixed speed cameras in Staffordshire determined by the utilisation strategy as detailed in “How we use our cameras” on the website – www.staffssaferroads.co.uk.  

· Total of 260 fixed cameras – only 30 used at any one time.  

· A460 through Featherstone considered to be a low priority site and has been for some time due to the low level of collisions.  

· Will look into availability of funding for existing camera repeater signs.  

· Use of wheelie bin stickers to encourage compliance with the speed limit may be appropriate.  

Action:
K Perry / M Lawrence 
· New Road – introduction of 40 MPH speed limit (14th November 2013).  M Keeling had confirmed introduction would depend on priority and would normally take up to six months to introduce such an order which allows for statutory consultation and general advertising.  
Action:
K Perry / M Lawrence 
· Featherstone Lane – blocking off lane (13th February 2014).  M Keeling had confirmed it would be feasible to close off the lane (in part) following a consultation undertaken by the parish which indicates support for such a measure by the wider community.  Following consultation funding would be required via M Lawrence and K Perry.  At this stage further checks and legal procedures to be followed by SCC Highways.  
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to request closure from Farm Gate (Featherstone Lane) to East Road with conversion to bridleway.  

Resolved:

· To progress closure of Featherstone Lane as detailed.   

The Clerk to enquire with M Keeling as to what should be included in the Parish Council letter to be circulated.  
Action:
M Lawrence / K Perry / M Keeling / Clerk   
· Hedge removal – East Road (9th January 2014).  The Clerk to check with Steve ores regarding whether he had contacted Bob Cope for details of tenant.  
Action:
Clerk  
· Highway drainage – Hilton Road / The Avenue (13th February 2014).  C Makeham forwarded an update as follows:  
“Our jetting team were at Hilton Road again on Monday 7th April 2014, the team checked the next drains along Hilton Road from the junction of The Avenue and next two are connected to the one that floods on the corner.  Our next step is to reveal the manhole that is full of rubble in the garden of 43 The Avenue.  I will make contact with the resident next week to arrange these works and agree with him the steps we will take as we will be on private property.  Until we have revealed this manhole we cannot determine how deep this is and what safety equipment will be needed, hopefully it will just be shallow enough to use long armed shovels to empty it.  We can then get the camera in to find which way the main goes and see if it meets the position under the concrete platform in the garden of number 51 or does it go off to Hilton Road (Dave has shown Mark where there is possibly another manhole / chamber in the garden of 3 Hilton Road, it may lead to this).  

I will update you again when I have spoken with the resident at number 43.”
· St James Caravan Site (13th March 2014)– D Hill reported that C Makeham had tried to rectify the drainage problem.  Farmer requested to clear ditch.  
Action:
C Makeham  
· Brinsford Name Signs (13th March 2014) – the Clerk had given location details to Highways as confirmed by A Pickering.  
Action: SCC Highways 
· Village Vehicle Weight Limit (7.5T) (13th March 2014) – the Clerk confirmed the agreed letter had been sent to a local contractor.  M Nicklin stated he had not seen the HGV vehicles recently in the village.  
· Brookhouse Lane – unofficial layby (13th March 2014).  The Chairman, F Beardsmore, gave a résumé of the site meeting held with M Keeling, M Lawrence, and J Littleton.  
· The Clerk to ask M Keeling for details of the farmer and check he does not object to bund.  

· SCC to install bund.  

Action: Clerk / M Keeling / M Lawrence 
· Fingerpost Dark Lane / Hilton Road (10th April 2014) – notify SCC Highways directional sign needs re-aligning.  
Action: Clerk
· Deceleration Lane off M54 to A460 (10th April 2014) – the Clerk to enquire with SCC Highways as to when amendments to island will be introduced.  
Action:
Clerk 
7)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
· Strawberry Poppets waiting for quotes for room and refurbishing.

· Councillors reviewed the management accounts for the period April 2013 – March 2014.  

· D Hill asked as to when Strawberry Poppets are to have a rent increase.  J Beardsmore said the rent will be increased when the accommodation changes are completed.  

· Two companies to quote for the roof repairs.  

· F Beardsmore mentioned possible sources of grant funding.  

· J Beardsmore confirmed there was a meeting of Trustees on Thursday 17th April 2014.  

8)
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ REPORT
J Brindle reported the school had sent a letter to all parents explaining why the school is to become an academy.  

The Clerk to include details on the Parish Council website with a link to the school site.  

9)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS


The Clerk reported the following: 

· Cheslyn Hay Parish Council, Great Wyrley Parish Council and Essington Parish Council have not donated to First Responders.  

· Parish Councils in area already approached by Burntwood First Responders.  

· Hilton Parish Council and Shareshill Parish Council have made donations.  

· First Responders have no say as to where they will be asked to go by Emergency Service Controllers.  

· Accumulating funds for new vehicle which will cost £9K plus £3.5K for equipment.  To date accumulated £11.5K.  

F Beardsmore said that Featherstone and Brinsford Parish Council fully support the First Responders.  

10)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION


Hilton Road Parking

· After a heated and honest discussion between  the Chairman, F.Beardsmore and Councillor M.Nicklin  regarding the parking sites in Hilton Road it was proposed seconded and agreed to extend the existing parking bays by one or two places as detailed on the plan provided by S.S.H.A. instead of additional parking in one area.
Resolved:

· To look at providing additional parking bays in Hilton Road as described above. 
· In future e-mails sent by Councillors criticising other Parish Councillors will not be circulated before the next Parish Council Meeting. F.Beardsmore commented that Parish Councillors do not get paid and we must all work together for the benefit of the Parish
· The Parish Council had received an E-Mail from P.Westwood about his concerns at not being consulted regarding the possible siting of parking bays adjacent to his home.The Clerk to reply confirming that the Parish Council had agreed to support the proposal to extend existing parking bays and were not considering having additional parking places at one location.
Action:
F Beardsmore 
Other Matters
· J Brindle reported he had visited 1 East Road and found the worst example of damp he had ever seen and had reported details to the Housing Association.  E Edwards at the Housing Association detailed in an email dated 10th April 2012 the possible action to be taken to correct the condition of 1 East Road.  

· D Hill reported there were pot-holes needing attention on the car parking area at Brinsford.  

· The Clerk reported that SSHA had confirmed there was not an official tenants representative in the parish.  

· The Clerk confirmed he had reported to E Edwards the need to repair the wooden fence on New Road.  

· Kate Stevenson confirmed that the statistics provided regarding garages related to void / unoccupied garages in the parish.  

· 41 The Avenue.  D Hill agreed to contact the Housing Association regarding a clean up at this property.  

· No 1 North Crescent – Housing Association have said the hedge is a party hedge with Featherstone Chapel.  The Clerk to enquire with Janet Goode to arrange for the hedge to be trimmed.  

11)
PLANNING
a) Planning Applications Approved 
i) F W Bickford Appeal 

F Beardsmore and R Cope to attend the appeal to be held on 8th May 2014

District Council to employ a barrister

ii) 51 The Avenue, Featherstone 

Appeal to be held regarding installation of sheds and fencing

12)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

· No additional matters reported.  

13)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

a) District Councillor F Beardsmore
· No additional items to report.  

14)
CORRESPONDENCE

The incoming and outgoing post had been noted.

	SSDC
	South Staffordshire Plan – Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) and Supplementary Planning Document (SPDI)

	CCS
	Request for membership 

	Entrust 
	Whitgreave Primary School – term of Local Authority Governors 

Mr Michael Griffiths – term of office to end on 30th April 2014
The Clerk to enquire as to whether Mr Griffith intends to continue 

	SSDC
	Community Asset Register Nomination – Cassie Shilton confirmed nomination successful
Enterprise Inns Ltd, owners of the Red, White and Blue land notified and have eight weeks to lodge an appeal 


15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· J Beardsmore reported that the cage adjacent to the community centre required some welding repairs.  

· Play area, Featherstone – J Beardsmore reported the flooring by the roundabout dipped and the rocker needs attention.  J Brindle agreed to review.  

16)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

· No matters were raised.  

17)
ANY OTHER MATTERS 

· No additional matters were raised.  

19)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED ON THE AGENDA 

a) Date of Next Meeting
· Thursday 8th May 2014 

b) Items to be included on the Agenda
· No items were raised.  

The Chairman of the meeting, Councillor F Beardsmore, thanked all those present for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9:29 pm.
F Beardsmore
Chairman of the Parish Council
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