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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD
PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  
held on Thursday 19th September 2013 at 7:00 pm 
in the Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone
Present:
F Beardsmore, D Betts, M Nicklin, T Smitheman, J Beardsmore, J Brindle, 
and R Tucker
In Attendance:
Two Members of the Public


R Young, Clerk to the Council
------------------------------------------------------------
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No matters were raised.
1) APOLOGIES 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A Pickering, D Hill, A Roche, R Cope and M Lawrence.  
2) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15TH AUGUST 2013 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 15th August 2013 be approved as a true and correct record subject to the inclusion of the following in Public Participation, Section A to follow “The Chairman, F Beardsmore, proposed suspending Standing Orders and this resolution was seconded and approved”
“It was proposed, seconded and agreed there would be an August Parish Council meeting.  
F Beardsmore proposed
A Pickering seconded 
J Brindle abstained 
Proposal Approved”
Resolved:
· To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 15th August 2013 subject to the inclusion of the above amendment.    
3)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Councillors F Beardsmore, J Brindle, R Tucker, and J Beardsmore declared an interest in relation to matters concerning or relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.
4)
POLICE MATTERS
The following matters were reviewed:
· The Clerk referred Councillors to the email dated 18th September 2013 regarding meetings with Staffordshire Police and the proposal by Inspector Geoff Knight for a new structure and contact plan for Parish Councils.  
The Clerk was asked to enquire with Inspector Knight as to when the new structure would become operational and ask what the structure has been for the last 18 months.  
· J Brindle gave details of running fights which had occurred on the last two Friday nights in the vicinity of the chip shop at Featherstone.  The Clerk to notify Inspector Geoff Knight.  
Action:
Police
5)
MATTERS ARISING

5.1)
Steve Paice – HMP Featherstone
· Regarding external teams using the prison pitch facilities, the following would be applied: 
· Only available to registered clubs
· Cost £120.00 per 3 hour booking 
· Names of attendees need to be submitted 72 hours in advance 
· Provision of minibus service: 
· Creates more problems than it solves 
· Risk of bullying 
· Information sheet (transport) produced 
· Release on temporary licence. 
· Looking to increase the number of ROTL prisoners.  
· Requested ideas from the Parish Council for work projects. 
· Confirmed will attend October 2013 Parish Council meeting. 
5.2)
Bickfords Site – New Road
· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, commented he planned to have a meeting with D Patterson, SSDC. 
· The Clerk reported he met several SCC representatives at Stafford regarding Featherstone Lane and did not receive a positive response.  The Clerk to request repayment of any deposit paid to SCC. This matter to be progressed by the Chairman and Clerk.
Action:
Chairman and Clerk
5.3)
Litter in the Parish
· Speedwell Gardens
J Brindle confirmed the installation of two litter bins was ongoing.  
 Action: D Betts and J Brindle
· Brookhouse Lane 
Councillors confirmed there was still rubble / waste material in the lay-by.
Action: Clerk 
5.4)
Brinsford  – Road Name Change
· The Clerk to contact Sarah Poxon to progress this matter.  
Action: Clerk
5.5)
Brinsford Post Box
· The Clerk reported he had not received a reply from Phil Terry at Royal Mail regarding the post box.  
It was agreed the Clerk should notify Gavin Williamson MP that there had been no movement on this matter. 
Action: Clerk
5.6)
War Memorial (4th January 2010)
The Clerk reported the following: 
· Drafted poster for noticeboard. 
· Received funding application details from SSHA and how points for approval  are achieved.
· The Clerk to  contact Royal British Legion for information and advice.  Councillor R Tucker commented the First World War Centenary was next year.  
T Smitheman gave details of historical records available concerning residents in the parish.  
Action: Clerk and Memorial Working Group
5.7)
Bellflower Road – Turnstone Drive
· The Clerk reported that Andy Cousins of SSDC had confirmed the District Council were responsible for this footpath and planned to re-surface the path.  
Action: SSDC
5.8)
Speedwatch Scheme
· The Clerk reported that Stephen Bird of Staffordshire Police had stated that if the speed gun is not used by 30th September 2013 then members of the scheme will require re-training.  S Bird also offered to attend on-site to assist.  
Action: Staffordshire Police and Clerk
5.9)
Parish Website
· The Clerk to obtain confirmation of the website address. 
· The Clerk reported that Caroline Jobling at Whitgreave School had agreed to the parish website having a link to the school site.  
Action:
Clerk 
5.10)
Community Centre – Energy Report
· Councillor J Beardsmore to obtain a specification from “Coors” for a thermostatic control for the cooler in the cellar.  
· The Clerk to then obtain 3 quotations to supply a thermostatic control.  
Action:
J Beardsmore and Clerk
5.11)
Village Green
The Clerk reported that Sonya Weise at the Ministry of Justice Estates Directorate had confirmed no additional information would be available until after 26th September 2013. 
Action: Clerk
5.12)
Parish Newsletter
The Clerk reported that R Cope had said that due to arrivals and leavers plus variable skills the Job Club would not be able to produce the parish newsletter.    
Action: Clerk
5.13)
South Staffordshire Housing Association
· Emma Cooper visited residents at 136 Hilton Road regarding rubbish. 
· East Road – Emma Cooper visited resident keeping chickens and can see no issue.  Also confirmed no problem with tree and hedge.  
· East Road – Emma Cooper dealing with problem of hedge removed and parking of car on front at 43 East Road.  
· 41 The Avenue – this matter is ongoing and will not be resolved until October 2013.  
· Garages, Featherstone – SSHA not aware of locks being removed.  
· Hilton Road – additional parking bays.  The Clerk to enquire regarding specification. 
· Clerk to notify Emma Cooper of Household rubbish left at Olde Hall Garages site.
6)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
· The Clerk to contact SSDC again regarding a new name sign for Hilton Road.  
· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, to speak to County Councillor M Lawrence regarding Speedwell Gardens.  
· Cheryl Makeham confirmed she had raised a job instruction to renew the white lining at the M54 / A460 traffic island. 
· Brookhouse Lane ponding – the Clerk to ask SCC Highways whether a drain could be installed.  
· C Makeham agreed to progress repair of potholes on East Road, Brinsford.  
· C Makeham confirmed the flail mower will be used between Brookhouse Lane and Featherstone Lane.  
· C Makeham, SCC Highways, confirmed she had issued a job instruction to repair where the bungalow’s drive meets Hilton Road.  
· M Nicklin reported he had monitored the speed of vehicles on New Road and 90% were exceeding the speed limit.  The Clerk to notify the police of this issue.  
· The Clerk to enquire with SCC Highways as to when the dropped kerb will be installed at Featherstone Lane.  
· The Clerk to report the following to Cheryl Makeham, SCC Highways, for the Neighbourhood Highway Team to progress: 
· Weeds in roads especially near the chapel
· A460 along fence that joins the Mile Wall – clear litter 
· Clear and tidy lane which runs parallel to the community centre, Featherstone Old Lane 
7)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
J Beardsmore reported the following: 
· Circulated copies of the management accounts for the period April 2013 – August 2013. 
· It was proposed, seconded and agreed that camera No 5 should be repaired.  
Resolved:
· That camera No 5 should be repaired by Direct Security Ltd. 
· The Clerk confirmed Viking Electrical had been asked to repair three lights on the car park.  
· J Beardsmore reported she had met the representative from Community Payback who said she will confirm availability of work assistance within eight weeks.  
· M Nicklin asked if the Trustees take an active role at the community centre.  F Beardsmore said he will attend the community centre meeting next week and will report back regarding new ideas for the centre.  
8)
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ REPORT
J Brindle said there were no matters to report.  
R Tucker commented that the Parish Council seem to be losing contact.  The meeting and committee structure were reviewed.  The Clerk to ask for an update from the Headteacher each month.
9)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS

Sam Bate confirmed the following: 
· 23 responses during August 2013.  
· One new responder waiting to complete training.  
· Resident of Shareshill undergoing training.  
· Room at community centre used for meetings and training.  Greater usage when additional responders recruited.  
· J Beardsmore commented the room is used for storage.  
10)
CORRESPONDENCE

The incoming and outgoing post had been noted.
	Monthly Crime Data
	August 2013 circulated 

	Gavin Williamson, MP
	Copy of letter from Chris Grayling stating that there are no current plans to change Oakwood from its present role of a Category C training establishment

	Community Council of Staffordshire 
	Annual General meeting, 7th October 2013 

	Staffordshire Playing Fields Association 
	Annual General meeting, 16th October 2013 

	Highways Agency 
	M6 Junction 10A to 13 – managed motorway road improvements 

	Gavin Williamson, MP
	Copy of letter from C Hardwick, Governor of HMP and YOI Brinsford stating he had noted most prisoners released were met by friends or family or caught a bus and at present has no funds for transport.  Also mentioned work in the community

	
	The Clerk to enquire regarding the following: 
· Are prisoners suitably attired for poor weather 
· No bus service in the area 
· Many walk past houses as noted by Councillors 
· What work is undertaken in the community 

	SSDC
	Changes to waste and recycling collections 

	Gavin Williamson, MP
	Copy of letter received from Inspector Donna Gibbs 

	South East Staffordshire and Seisdon Peninsula CCG
	A&E Consultation 

	Wayne Stewart 
	Parish Council vacancy 

	Kelly Harris, SSDC
	Site allocations document and Open Spaces Consultation 

	S Poxon, SSDC
	Planning training seminar 


11)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
No matters were reported.  
12)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
a) District Councillor F Beardsmore
· Update regarding crematorium at Broad Lane. 
· 2015 / 2016 all Councils are to have a 15% cut in Government funding.  
· Mentioned Wolverhampton Council staff redundancies.  
13)
PLANNING
a) Planning Applications Received 
i) 13/00693/FUL 
Proposed development of 3 two-bedroom terrace houses at Hilton Road 
· M Nicklin said one bedroom properties would be preferred 
· May have impact on doctor’s surgery 
· Eight week period when parishioners can apply 
· R Tucker commented whether there was a need 
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, to obtain advice regarding planning objections.  
ii) 13/00694/FUL 
South Staffordshire Housing Association 
Development of Olde Hall Road site / garages
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to accept this planning application 
Resolved:
· Not to object to planning application 13/00694/FUL 
iii) 13/00749/FUL 
9 Dunlin Drive, Featherstone 
Proposed conservatory 
iv) 13/00686/FUL 
18 Baneberry Drive, Featherstone 
A small porch to the front of the house and a conservatory to the back 
b) Planning Appeals 
i) Land to the east side of Paradise Lane, Slade Heath 
Without planning permission, the importation onto the land of road plannings to form a hard surface over the land
Mr John Richard Bickford 
App/C3430/C/13/2198535
Start date - 17th July 2013 
Enquiry to be held at SSDC council offices on Tuesday 25th February 2014 at 10:00 am
ii) Enforcement Appeal Notice 
51 The Avenue, Featherstone 
The unauthorised erection of a boundary structure adjacent to the highway measuring 2.36 metres at its highest point.  The boundary structure consists of 8 brick pillars, a brick wall and 7 wooden panels and the unauthorised erection of 2 wooden sheds in the approximate position coloured blue on the plan 
Miss Kerrie Nicklin 
App/C3430/C/13/2201928 
Appeal start date – 28th August 2013 
All representations must be received by 9th October 2013
c) Parish Development 
i) The Clerk reported that 3 prospective developers would be bringing display information to the community centre.  
ii) Public meeting and presentation of information.  
Councillors agreed to meet at 6:00 pm on Thursday 26th September 2013 at the community centre to discuss and review the proposed public meeting. 
14)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 
· Team swing damage – the Clerk to notify supplier. 
· It was proposed, seconded and agreed to accept the quotation of £550.00 from Primary Play to repair play equipment at Brinsford.  
Resolved:
· To accept the quotation of £550.00 to repair play equipment at Brinsford.  
· The Clerk to notify SSDC Environmental Health Section that parishioners have seen mice and rats on the “Live and Let Live” caravan park.  Mattress also on site. 
· M.Nicklin mentioned a 3 piece suite had been left at the top of The Avenue/A460 – The Clerk to report.
· Remains of furniture left on Whitgreave Avenue – The Chairman,F.Beardsmore to progress. 
______________________
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