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 FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  

held on Wednesday 22nd October 2014 at 7:00 pm 
in Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone

Present:
F Beardsmore, A Roche, D Hill, M Nicklin, J Brindle, R Tucker, D Betts, 

and A Pickering
In Attendance:
District Councillor R Cope 

R Young, Clerk to the Council

------------------------------------------------------------

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No matters were raised.  

1) APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from T Smitheman, J Beardsmore, S Paice, M Lawrence, and PCSO Gareth Llody.

2) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11TH SEPTEMBER 2014 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th September 2014 be approved as a true and correct record. 

Resolved:

· To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th September 2014 as a true and correct record.  

3)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors F Beardsmore, J Beardsmore, J Brindle, T Smitheman, R Tucker, and A Roche declared an interest in relation to matters concerning or relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.

4)
POLICE MATTERS

· The Clerk circulated to Councillors a copy of the crime report for the period 12th September 2014 – 22nd October 2014  

· The Chairman of the Parish Council, F Beardsmore, gave details of a meeting with Inspector G Knight including the dissatisfaction of Councillors who attended. The Clerk to invite Inspector Knight to a meeting with Parish Councillors.
Action:
Police / Clerk
5)
MATTERS ARISING

5.1)
Parish Speed Gun 
· The Clerk to enquire with PCSO Gareth Lloyd regarding assistance to recruit two additional speed gun operators.  

· The Clerk reported that G Lloyd had advised to contact the Road Safety Section of Staffordshire Police for the required stickers.  

· The Clerk to also locate the speed gun and associated equipment / material.    

Action:
Clerk
5.2)
Bickfords Site – New Road (8th December 2013)
· SSDC had confirmed they had requested the Valuation Office to check the area and rating of the site.    
Action: Valuation Office
5.3)
War Memorial (4th January 2010)
· The Clerk reported that Jacey Campbell at Strong Memorials had stated that as yet the work schedules for November 2014 had not been agreed.  
· Councillors considered the options to recognise companies and individuals who make donations towards the cost of the memorial.  A scroll of honour was suggested for display in the Community Centre and on the website.   
· It was agreed F Beardsmore could take Chairman’s Action to carry out any ground maintenance at the site of the War Memorial prior to Remembrance Sunday.    
Action:
Strong Memorials 
5.4)
Community Centre – Energy Report (15th August 2013)
· The Clerk reported the following:
· Contacted Chris Jones and Sarah Mallin at Staffordshire County Council.  
· Grant of £1,200 towards cost of new thermostatic controls was still available.
· Sarah Mallin reviewing whether any additional funding available.  
· The Clerk to enquire regarding companies who can supply thermostatic controls. 
Action:
Clerk 
5.5)
Village Green (10th January 2013)
· The Clerk reported that the solicitors representing the Ministry of Justice had reiterated that the land available for a Village Green was that which was outlined in the legal documentation.  
· The Clerk reported that he had a meeting with Gavin Williamson MP on Friday 24th October 2014 to review this matter.  It was agreed J Brindle would also attend the meeting. 
Action: G Williamson MP, Clerk
5.6)
Parish Council Sports Cage – Insurance Claim (12th June 2014)
· The Chairman and Clerk to meet Peter Laxton of Aviva on 14th November 2014.    
Action: Chairman, Clerk
5.7)
Litter Pickers
· The Clerk reported he had received a draft contract of employment from Lorraine Fowkes, Legal Department at SSDC.  Details had also been received regarding disciplinary and grievance procedures.  
The Clerk to circulate copies to F Beardsmore, R Tucker and J Brindle.  
· It was also agreed that Litter Pickers would be an agenda item for the January 2015 Parish Council meeting.  
Action:
Council, Clerk
5.8)
Declaration of Trust
· F Beardsmore commented this matter was ongoing.   

Action: J Beardsmore
5.9)
Jack Greenaway – 100th Birthday
· This matter to be considered at the November 2014 Parish Council meeting.   
5.10)
Overgrown Foliage – 66 North Crescent
· The Clerk to write to Miss Mattox thanking her for cutting the hedge at 41 North Crescent.  
· The Clerk to enquire with SSHA as to whether they plan to auction (sell) 41 North Crescent. 

Action: Clerk 
5.11)
Red, White and Blue – Land to the Rear
· The Clerk reported that John Strawinski of Enterprise Inns had said the rubbish will be removed from the fenced area.  

· The Clerk to request a lock is fitted to the gate to the above land.    

Action: Clerk
5.12)
Prison Traffic – East Road
· The Clerk reported that Brinsford, Oakwood and Featherstone prisons had agreed to display details to encourage prison staff to use of the main roads.    


5.13)
Hedge Removal – East Road 
· The Clerk gave details of an email dated 22nd October 2014 from Steve Dores at SSDC stating he will be writing to the tenant requesting new planting when his work load permits.  F Beardsmore requested a copy of the email.    

Action: F Beardsmore

5.14)
Provision of Litter Bin by the Chapel
· Bob Taylor from SSDC confirmed he will arrange to install an additional litter bin.   

Action: SSDC 
6)
HIGHWAY MATTERS

6.1)
Deceleration Lane off M54 to A460 (10th April 2014)
The Clerk reported that N Porter at SCC had commented that SCC Highways and the Highway Agency could not agree regarding signage.  

The Clerk to ask M Lawrence if he could assist regarding this matter.  

It was agreed that J Brindle and the Clerk should ask G Williamson MP at the meeting on 24th October 2014 as to whether he could assist due to the risk of a serious accident.  

Action:
Clerk, M Lawrence, G Williamson MP
6.2)
Foliage on side of slip road when leaving M54 (Birmingham direction) onto 

A460 (Wolverhampton Road)
Councillors reported the foliage in question had not been cut back.  
The Clerk to contact Phil Spruce at SCC Highways regarding this matter.

Action:
Clerk
6.3)
Malayan Way
A Pickering reported water was gathering near to the junction with Featherstone Lane.  D Hill agreed to inform M Keeling at the next meeting.  
Action:
D Hill
6.4)
Vehicle Collisions – A460 Featherstone to Shareshill
R Cope commented that a meeting was needed with SCC Highways due to the high number of collisions.  

R Tucker said that the speed cameras should be operational.  
Action:
Clerk
6.5)
Motorway Routes
R Cope reported that the Highway Agency with their contractors Atkins will be giving a presentation to Parish Councils regarding the motorway proposals.  Sian Carpenter to confirm the date of presentation.  

R Tucker said G Williamson MP should be invited. 

Details to be displayed on noticeboards and the parish website.    
Action:
Clerk
6.6)
Brookhouse Lane – Branches may damage Streetlight
The Clerk to notify SCC Highways that at the bottom of the lane some tree branches may damage a streetlight.    
Action:
Clerk
6.7)
Highway Matters

Mark Keeling in an email confirmed the following: 

· New road re-surfacing of footpath – no plans to include in schedules due to financial constraints. 

· Brookhouse Lane ponding – will review again.  

· Brookhouse Lane unofficial layby – will close up the depositing of recycled material.  

· Rabbit Lane to be cleared by the Neighbourhood Highway Team.     

Action:
M Keeling
6.8)
Old Stafford Road – Severn Trent Work

M Keeling confirmed the highway work at this location will be completed by 11th December 2014.      

Action:
M Keeling
7)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
F Beardsmore reported the following:
· Circulated accounts for the period April – September 2014.  

· Nursery Area Changes

Quotation received from NTR Electrical for a total of £3,300.00. 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Parish Council should contribute £1,650.00.  

Resolved:

· That Featherstone and Brinsford Parish Council will contribute £1,650.00 towards the total cost of £3,300.00 to carry out alterations within the nursery area.  

· Community Centre Roof Repair 

F Beardsmore reported that many people do not want to use the Community Centre due to the roof problems.  

It was agreed the Chairman should arrange to have 300 tiles fitted plus repairs to the drainage valleys at a cost of £2,000.00.

It was proposed, seconded and agreed the Chairman could arrange to have 300 tiles fitted and the drainage valleys repairs on the Community Centre roof at a cost of £2,000.00. 

Resolved:

· To have repairs carried out to the Community Centre roof at a cost of £2,000.00. 

· Neighbour to Community Centre Grounds – Tree Roots

The Chairman reported that roots from trees in the Community Centre grounds were causing problems in a neighbour’s garden and it would cost £180.00 to remove the roots.  

It was agreed that Chairman’s Action could apply to resolve the problem.

8)
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ REPORT
No report had been received.

9)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS

The Clerk reported that S Bate had confirmed there had been 23 incidents during the last month and that two new operatives were about to start.  
10)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· The Clerk confirmed he had arranged a meeting with Janet Goode for Wednesday 29th October 2014 regarding the request for a donation of £2,000.00 towards the cost of a War Memorial.  

The Clerk also confirmed that J Goode had said an update of outstanding matters would be made available at the meeting.  

11)
PLANNING
· District Councillor R Cope gave a detailed report and update on matters relating to caravan sites in the parish and area.  R Cope mentioned the following: 

· Meeting with residents of St James site who raised issue of anti-social behaviour.  Details need to be passed to Lucy MacDonald, SSDC. 

· Reviewed number of caravans on sites and application for additions.  

· Gypsy travellers consultation.  

· Requests for additional pitches.  

· Social cohesion.  

12)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

No matters were raised.  
13)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

a) District Councillor R Cope
R Cope mentioned the following: 

· Article 4 Direction  

· Removal of permitted development rights of owner

· Details provided by Dr Paul Collins at SSDC which could be applied to the Red, White and Blue

· Job Club 

· Universal credits

· Schedule of work clubs 

· Not many youngsters from Featherstone attending the Job Club 

· Go-kart Centre

J Brindle Declared an Interest  

· Application received but may be a problem with noise pollution – similar sites have bund around the course 

b) District Councillor F Beardsmore 

· St Mary’s Churchyard
· Obtained quote from the District Council for 14 cuts per year.  Will obtain comparative quotation 

· War Grave 

· Will forward details of war grave at Shareshill to Councillor T Smitheman 

14)
CORRESPONDENCE

The incoming and outgoing post had been noted.

	Community Council of Staffordshire
	Application form and details of the Best Kept Village competition 2015 

	SSDC
	Local Plan – Site Allocations Document – Gypsy, Traveller, and Travelling Showpeople Consultation 

	SSDC
	Service of Remembrance, Tuesday 11th November 2014

	SSDC
	Overview and Scrutiny meeting, 28th October 2014 

	SSDC
	Licensing Committee, 23rd October 2014 

	SSDC
	Regulatory Committee, 21st October 2014 

	SSDC
	Overview and Scrutiny meeting, 14th October 2014 

	CPRE Staffordshire 
	Request for donation 


15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· Blue Alley 

Overgrown vegetation – the Clerk to mention to J Goode. 

· Tree outside 66 Olde Hall Road 

Requires attention – the Clerk to mention to J Goode. 

· Brookhouse Lane 

Entire length of drains blocked – the Clerk to notify SCC Highways.  

· Tarmac worn away by fire hydrant near end of Brookhouse Lane 

Clerk to notify SCC Highways.

· Sign by the bridge on Cat and Kitten Lane 

D Hill reported that the sign is pointing towards the prison instead of towards Brookhouse Lane.  New sign to be carry onto Paradise Lane.  Clerk to notify SCC Highways.  

16)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

No additional items were mentioned  

17)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

· A Pickering reported that it appears that motor vehicles are being sold from Featherstone Farm.  F Beardsmore to take up with SSDC.  

· A Pickering mentioned that a notice was required for noticeboards stating that any notice displayed without the permission of the Parish Council will be removed.  This was agreed.  
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