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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  

held on Thursday 11th July 2013 at 6:30 pm 
in the Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone

Present:
F Beardsmore, B Pickering, A Pickering, R Tucker, J Brindle, J Beardsmore, 

M Nicklin, D Hill, D Betts, and A Roche
In Attendance:
County Councillor M Lawrence

Andy Sleight, GS4 

Leroy Bonnick, GS4 

R Edmunds 

R Young, Clerk to the Council

------------------------------------------------------------

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

a) Oakwood Prison 

The Chairman, F Beardsmore, welcomes A Sleight and L Bonnick to the meeting.  The following matters were discussed:

· Prisoners to carry out work in the community.  Risk assessment to be undertaken and drink and toilet facilities needed.  

· R Tucker asked regarding an excess of Cat D prisoners (70).

· A Sleight said prison officers do not usually attend with work group. 

· Prisoners available to construct benches and planters.  

· A Sleight said Oakwood would be interested in helping with the provision of a war memorial in the parish.  

· Agreed prisoners could help with the spraying of ice in the winter.  

· When gym equipment installed at Oakwood, members of the community could use the facilities.  Qualified prisoners to manage the facility.  

· A Sleight agreed to look at the possibility of public access to football pitches.  

· A Sleight reported Oakwood going for 14 months, staff now more experienced and settled.  At present 1,598 prisoners, many from outside the area.  

· F Beardsmore commented a bus service to the prison was required especially for prisoners who had completed their sentence.  

· R Tucker asked for details of the medical service available including paramedics.  

· R Tucker raised the issue of a letter received inferring that one Councillor was complaining whereas issues were being raised by the whole Parish Council.  A Sleight said that if he had misunderstood any detail he apologised to the Parish Council for the incorrect wording.  

· B Pickering asked regarding the average release number of prisoners each day and whether those using public transport could be taken to the nearest bus stop.  A Sleight agreed to look at this matter.  B Pickering confirmed members of the public had complained about this matter. 
· A Sleight commented they did not have much contact with Brinsford.  

The Chairman, F Beardsmore, thanked A Sleight and L Bonnick for attending the meeting.

b) Bob Edmunds 

· Bob Edmunds asked if payslips could be provided for all of the litter pickers.  The Clerk to arrange for payslips to be issued. 

1) APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor T Smitheman and District Councillor R Cope.  

2) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13TH JUNE 2013 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th June 2013 be approved as a true and correct record.
Resolved:

· To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th June 2013.    

3)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors F Beardsmore, J Brindle, R Tucker, J Beardsmore, and A Roche declared an interest in relation to matters concerning or relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.

4)
POLICE MATTERS

The following matters were reviewed:
· Councillors reviewed the usage of police telephone No. 101. 

· B Pickering gave details of vandalism at Brinsford including damage to planters and theft of plants.  Police informed, but no police have appeared at Brinsford.  Theft of rose also mentioned. 

· The Clerk reported a meeting had been arranged with Sergeant Cooke of Staffordshire Police on 19th July 2013, at 3:00 pm, Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.  

Action:
Police, SSHA
5)
MATTERS ARISING

5.1)
Bickfords Site – New Road
· The Clerk reported that M Murphy at Staffordshire County Council Legal Services was absent from work due to illness.  The Chairman agreed to leave this matter for two weeks.

Action: Chairman, M Murphy 
5.2)
Litter in the Parish
· Speedwell Gardens
The Clerk confirmed he had ordered two additional litter bins.

 Action: Clerk
· Brookhouse Lane 

Litter and rubble – this matter was ongoing.

Action: SSDC / SCC 

· Rabbit Lane 

D Pattison had confirmed he would progress this matter when J Littleton returns from holiday.  

Action: J Littleton
5.3)
Brinsford Lodge Site – Road Name
· The Clerk reported a legal notice would be displayed on the section of road in question to confirm proposed road name change.  

Action: D Round, Clerk
5.4)
Brinsford Post Box
· Phil Terry of Royal Mail had confirmed by email that this matter would be progressed during the next week.

5.5)
War Memorial (4th January 2010)
· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, reported that the war memorial sub-group were at present looking at costings.  

· The Clerk reported £500.00 had been paid to Rutherfords solicitors towards the legal cost in transferring the land from the Housing Association.  

Action: Memorial, Memorial Sub-Group
5.6)
South Staffordshire Housing Association
· M Nicklin reported a meeting with the police and SSHA which was attended by six residents went fairly well.  

· F Beardsmore reported he had attended a meeting with Charlie Riley, Development Manager, regarding the proposed additional parking in Hilton Road.  

· Meeting to be arranged involving SSHA, Staffordshire Police and the Parish Council regarding the anti-social behaviour problems in the parish. 

· Garage proposals – delay due to the Housing Association waiting for revised plans from their architect.  Proposed a site meeting in early August 2013.  

Action: SSHA, Staffordshire Police, Clerk
5.7)
M54 / A460 Traffic Island
· C Makeham of SCC Highways had confirmed the overgrown vegetation had been cut back.  Agreed to check location. 

Action: C Makeham
5.8)
Bellflower Road – Turnstone Drive
· The Clerk to contact SSDC on this matter.  
Action: Clerk
5.9)
Speedwatch Scheme
· The Clerk commented that Steve Bird, Speedwatch Co-ordinator, had noted the scheme for Featherstone and Brinsford had not been operational.  

· S Bird outlined the procedure for Saredon to participate in the speedwatch scheme.  

Action:
Clerk

5.10)
Parish Website
· The Clerk reported the basic structure of the website had been formed and that D Betts had agreed to provide photographs for inclusion on the website.  

Action:
Clerk 
5.11
Community Centre – Energy Report
The Clerk to arrange the following:

· Contractors to provide quotations for replacement heating boiler / boilers.  

· Contact Alan Carr regarding funding for thermostatic control for cooler in cellar.  

Action:
Clerk

5.12)
Bus Shelter - Brinsford
The Clerk reported he had informed Mr Snell at SSHA that M Murphy at SSC Legal Section would progress the licence documentation with no cost.  

Action: M Murphy SCC
5.13)
Village Green
· Appointment arranged with Bridget Parsons at SCC Legal Section and Cossie Shilton at SSDC to progress Community Right to Bid and Registration of Village Green.  

· Letter dated 27th June 2013 from Gavin Williamson, MP, enclosing a letter from Mark Read at the Ministry of Justice confirming the disposal board will meet on 16th July 2013.  

5.14)
Oakwood Prison
The Clerk to forward a letter  to Andy Sleight mentioning the following:

· Thanks for attending Parish Council meeting. 

· Rotley – hope we can work together on this matter.  

· Work in parish including grass cutting, planters, benches, war memorial and bus service 

· Availability of football pitch and gym. 

Action: Clerk
5.15)
Featherstone One
· Steve Pace to be invited to next Parish Council meeting.  

· Meeting arranged with the Governor of Featherstone 1 at the prison, Friday 13th September 2013 at 2:00 pm.

Action:
Clerk
5.16)
Parish Plaques
The Clerk reported this matter was ongoing.  

Action:
Clerk 
5.17)
BAE Site
The Clerk reported that Mizzy Marshall had confirmed that Council Planning and Legal Offices were to meet BAE representatives on 23rd July 2013.  

F Beardsmore asked the Clerk to enquire as to whether he could attend.  

5.18)
Parish Newsletter
B Pickering commented that 1,500 copies were needed and several alternative printers were mentioned by Councillors.  

6)
HIGHWAY MATTERS

· The Clerk to report the following: 
· Footpath condition outside 1 Oaks Drive. 
· Footpath condition at the side of 21 Oaks Drive. 
· Footpath in front of 17 East Road. 
· Pothole at entrance to Oaks Drive.  
· C Makeham confirmed she had inspected work undertaken at Brinsford – patching work at precinct prior to slurry sealing when the footway will look like new.
· M Lawrence requested M Keeling to look at Safety Audit for New Road / A460 junction.  
· F Beardsmore commented he was disappointed concerning no progress regarding the speed limit on New Road.  M Lawrence confirmed this matter would be considered in the future.  
· The Clerk circulated the drawings relating to changes to the A460 / M54 junction roundabout as outlined in the letter dated 21st June 2013 from Damon Brown Project Engineer, SCC.  
· The Clerk to confirm the preferred option was with traffic lights and priority for A460 traffic on the island over the M54 slip roads.  
· F Beardsmore gave an update regarding the toll road and the proposed link between motorways.  
· J Beardsmore reported Blue Lane was overgrown with weeds – Clerk to notify SSHA.  
· B Pickering advised that when pulling out of Paradise Lane to East Road the grass was two feet high.  Telephoned M Keeling who arranged grass cutting.  The Clerk to email thanks for good work.  
· R Tucker reported ponding on Brookhouse Lane near to R Tucker’s home (junction of Brookhouse Lane / East Road).  
· F Beardsmore reported overhanging branches on Featherstone Lane.  M Lawrence to arrange branches to be cut back.  
· Outside bungalows in Hilton Road – potholes need attention.  The Clerk to report.  
· Brookhouse Lane – C Makeham confirmed urgent potholes repaired last week.  Will ask contractor to action area of crazing and will inspect for safety defects.  
7)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
J Beardsmore reported the following: 

· Accounts will be available next month. 

· Camera five not working.  Clerk requested to report problem.  

· Clerk to enquire with Probation Service regarding ground maintenance support.  

· Additional play equipment – F Beardsmore gave details of additional play equipment (swings) for Featherstone and Brinsford.  Quotes as follows: 

Brinsford
-
£2,917 (two swings) 

Featherstone
-
£6,200 (four swings) 




-------------




£9,117

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to accept the quotation of £9,117 to supply swings for Featherstone and Brinsford.  

Resolved:

· To purchase a two swing unit for Brinsford and a four swing unit for Featherstone.      

8)
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ REPORT
No matters were reported.  

9)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS

No matters were reported.  

10)
CORRESPONDENCE

The incoming and outgoing post had been noted.

	ROSPA
	Notice of Annual Inspection of Featherstone play equipment

	Jodie Maddox
	Brinsford play area 

	S Turner, SSDC
	Overview and Scrutiny Committee meeting, 16th July 2013 

	CCS
	Membership request 

	Kelly Harris, SSDC
	Neighbourhood Plan. Presentation, 15th July 2013 at 6:00 pm, Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre

	SPCA
	Standing Orders 


11)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

County Councillor M Lawrence gave details on the following: 

· Waste recycling contract 

From August 2013 waste sites open seven days a week. 

· Consultation on School Transport 

M Lawrence gave a detailed review.  F Beardsmore commented the changes were appropriate for the parish. 

· Local Enterprise Partnership   

12)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

a) District Councillor F Beardsmore
· F Beardsmore commented that the presentation by Kelly Harris on 15th July 2013 would be very informative and the Parish Council needed to arrange a presentation of potential developers.  

13)
PLANNING
a) Planning Applications Received 
No applications had been received.  

b) Planning Decisions 
i) 13/00150/FUL 

Hilton Service Station, Cannock Road, Featherstone 

Demolition of the existing MOT testing station and workshop and erect two No. two bedroom apartments and two No. self contained retail units

Application Withdrawn
ii) 13/00344/FUL 

1 Jackson Close, Featherstone

Single and two storey side extension and new fencing panels

Application Refused 
iii) Oak Tree Caravan Site 

Application Refused 
14)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· New Road bench 

B Pickering reported a bench had been gifted to the Parish Council to be sited at the top of New Road.  Need to purchase some wood and concrete for bench. 
· M Nicklin – the Clerk to contact SSHA regarding clean up at Olde Hall Road garages.  

· M Nicklin mentioned to Councillors the need to repair some of the block walls around the village, including one section by the school.  M Nicklin to contact the owner regarding repairs.  

· F Beardsmore commented the flowers at the chapel look better than last year and thanked B Pickering and A Pickering for the work completed.  

· Stuart Michael Way – waste collections.  The Clerk reported that SSDC had commented that they need to use a different size vehicle at Brinsford to gain access to collect waste material.  Collection service at present under review.  

The Clerk to enquire with Bob Taylor at SSDC as to whether the waste bins for the four disabled bungalows in Stuart Michael Way could be put or taken out for collection.  

· The Clerk to ask Janet Goode for a grant funding application form.  
· B Pickering gave a detailed review of the meeting with R Edmunds concerning the costing for the cutting of tree branches.  Councillors in attendance said it was a difficult meeting for all involved.  

It was proposed seconded and agreed to pay R Edmunds £100.00 less 20% PAYE.  

Resolved:

· To pay R Edmunds £100.00 less tax for cutting tree branches.  

· Green dog walkers project – the Clerk reported that D Pattison had said the District Council were considering introducing the scheme.  It was agreed to leave this matter until the September 2013 Parish Council meeting.  

· Street Lighting

Councillors considered the need for street lights on East Road and New Road.  The Clerk to enquire with SCC Street Lighting with regard to the cost implications.  

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
15)
FINANCIAL MATTERS
a)
Invoices for Payment
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:

	Date
	Cheque No
	Payee
	£

	11.07.13
	002101
	R Young
	836.00

	11.07.13
	002102
	C Beeson
	214.59

	11.07.13
	002103
	R Edmunds
	214.59

	11.07.13
	002104
	R Butler
	214.59

	11.07.13
	002105
	HMRC (PAYE)
	369.92

	11.07.13
	002106
	R Young (Expenses)
	85.00

	11.07.13
	002107
	Glasdons
	314.46

	11.07.13
	002108
	York Insignia
	454.58

	11.07.13
	002109
	Lloyds TSB (Newsletter)
	520.00

	11.07.13
	002110
	ICO
	35.00

	11.07.13
	002111
	R Young (Rutherfords £500.00)
	505.00

	11.07.13
	002112
	Veolia
	1,250.35

	11.07.13
	002113
	B Pickering (Locks)
	6.70

	11.07.13
	002114
	FHCC
	40.00

	11.07.13
	002115
	BT Community Centre
	109.61

	11.07.13
	002116
	BT (Job Club)
	62.40

	11.07.13
	002117
	R Edmunds
	80.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£5,312.79


Resolved:

· To issue the above cheques.

b)
Mr and Mrs Millward
Councillors reveiwed the details of the correspondence received from Mr and Mrs Millward and the circumstances of recent issues raised.  

The Parish Council noted all of the issues raised and the voluntary work undertaken by Councillors D Hill, B Pickering and A Pickering for the community.  

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to record a vote of confidence in Councillors D Hill, A Pickering and B Pickering.  

Resolved:

· The Parish Council recorded a vote of confidence in B Pickering, D Hill and A Pickering.  
It was agreed that the Chairman of the Parish Council, F Beardsmore, and the Parish Clerk would reply to Mr and Mrs Millward.

c)
August Parish Council Meeting
It was agreed the Clerk should check the minutes of the Annual General Meeting for 2011 and 2012 regarding an August Parish Council meeting.  Councillor A Pickering commented the Parish Council had taken the decision to have an August meeting.  

16)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· Locality Three Crime Statistics – R Tucker commented Councillors need to take these statistics to the meeting with Staffordshire Police. 
· The Clerk to notify potential developers of the need to arrange  a display presentation at the Community Centre at the beginning of October 2013.
17)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
To be agreed.

The Chairman of the meeting, Councillor F Beardsmore, thanked all those present for attending and declared the meeting closed at 11:10 pm.
F Beardsmore
Chairman of the Parish Council
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F Beardsmore, Chairman
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