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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  

held on Thursday 12th March 2015 at 7:00pm in 

Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone

Present:
F Beardsmore, T Smitheman, J Beardsmore, J Brindle, R Tucker, D Betts and        A Pickering  

Also Present:
County Councillor M Lawrence 


One members of the Public


R Young – Clerk to the Council

------------------------------------------------------------

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
John Myrie requested Councillors for an update regarding the proposed Motorway Link.  The Chairman, F Beardsmore, gave details. 

1)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A Roche. 

2)
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12TH FEBRUARY 2015 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th February 2015 be approved as a true and correct record. 

Resolved:

· To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th February 2015.  

3)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors F Beardsmore, J Brindle, T Smitheman, R Tucker and J Beardsmore declared an interest in relation to matters concerning Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.

4)
POLICE MATTERS

· Councillor J Brindle commented the new PCSO appeared to be very active in the Parish.  

· PCSO 23051 Mark Griffiths and PC4843 Paul Anderson.  Crimes in the area from 12/02/15 – 12/03/15.


Burglary of dwellings  


3 reported incidents.

· Larkspur Drive, Featherstone.  Unknown offenders have gained entry to the rear of a property between 0000 – 0600 hours.  Multiple electrical items taken including a TV.

· Turnstone Drive, Featherstone.  Unknown offenders have gained entry to rear of a property by kicking cat flap off door and using keys left in back of door to open between 2300 – 0700.  Multiple electrical items and cash taken. 

· Park Road, Featherstone.  Unknown offender has been disturbed by the occupant of the house and made good their escape.  This happened at 1450 hours.  Nothing was taken. 

Burglary Other

· Reported incident. 

· Penderell Close, Featherstone.  Unknown offenders have gained entry to a shed in the garden at the rear of a property.  A high value road bike was taken. 

Theft of Motor Vehicle and Theft from Motor Vehicle

TOMV: 0 reported incidents

TFMV: 1 reported incident

· Sanderling Close, Featherstone.  Tools taken from a van between 02/02/2015 and 26/02/2015. 

Violence

0 reported incidents. 

Drugs
0 reported incidents.

Anti-Social Behaviour
2 reported incidents. 

· Both from Baneberry Drive, Featherstone.  This is an ongoing issue which is currently being looked at by Police. 

Road Traffic Collisions
0 reported incidents. 

5)
MATTERS ARISING


5.1)
Parish Speed Gun 

· T Smitheman reported he had retrieved the Speed Gun and High Visibility Jackets which were now at the Community Centre.   

5.2)
Bickfords Site 

· Tracey Richards confirmed she had sent a request to the Valuation Office Agency for an update as, to date, there has been no change to the rateable value payable on the site.  
· F Beardsmore reported that D Pattison had confirmed Bickfords will be removing the storage containers from the storage area.  Construction  of the security building had started.  
Action: T Richards / Valuation Office

5.3)
War Memorial (4th January 2010)

· Installation of a new litter bin and road name sign was ongoing.  (A Perry – SSDC).
Action:
A Perry

5.4)
Community Centre – Energy Report (15th August 2013)

· This matter was ongoing.   

Action:
Community Centre

5.5)
Village Green (10th January 2013)

· The Clerk gave details of an email dated 12th March 2015 received from Martin Coates at the MOJ stating reasons why the land being offered as a Village Green should be accepted.  
· It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Parish Council should accept the offer of the land for a Village Green as originally offered.  
Resolved:

· To accept the original offer of land for a Village Green.  

Action:
Clerk / M Coates 

5.6)
Litter Pickers

· The Clerk to draft Contracts of Employment for the Litter Pickers. 
Action: Clerk
5.7)
Declaration of Trust

· This matter was ongoing. 

Action:
Community Centre

5.8)
41 The Avenue, Featherstone

· The Clerk to report to SSHA that the hedge at this property needs cutting back.   

Action:
SSHA.
6)
HIGHWAY MATTERS

a)
Deceleration Lane off M54 to A460 (10th April 2014)
· G Williamson, M.P. has arranged a meeting with the Regional Director of the Highways Agency for 27th March 2015 to discuss this matter.  

Action: Meeting with Highways Agency
b)
Highway Repairs 

· Brookhouse Lane Ponding – M Keeling confirmed on repair list. 

· Brookhouse Lane Drains – M Keeling confirmed on clearance list. 

· Sign by the Bridge on Cat and Kitten Lane pointing towards Prison instead of Brookhouse Lane – M Keeling instructed re-adjustment. 

· My Staffs App – Clerk to circulate details. 

· M Lawrence commented that due to poor winters, funds in short supply.  Additional funds borrowed for road repairs. 

· R Tucker commented regarding whether it was cost effective to carry out temporary repairs to potholes. 

· R Tucker reported that potholes needed repair on Brookhouse Lane.  M Lawrence commented that due to water coming up under the road surface, it was a road difficult to maintain. 

· Cat and Kitten Lane to Brookhouse Lane to Junction with Malayan Way – Requested survey of road surface – Highway Reference: 4011793.

· Malayan Way – Featherstone Lane – Potholes – Highway Reference: 4011795.

· Potholes at entrance to Oaks Drive, off East Road – Highway Reference: 4011796. 

· Street light on New Road outside St James Park – Clerk to report. 

· Street light opposite junction of East Road / Oaks Drive.  Clerk to report. 

· R Tucker reported the following:-

· Car transporters using Village roads on route to Cat and Kitten Lane site.  Informed driver HGV weight limit in Village.  Third car transporter entered Old Sandvic site.  Testing Station at Brinsford being used as a Driver Testing Station.

· F Beardsmore commented Sandvic site being used to store new cars prior to distribution to Garages. 

· Clerk to contact D Pattison regarding Change of Use.  Need preferred routes.  Learner drivers using The Avenue. 

Action:
 D Pattison / Clerk
· Highway Teams – Clerk to enquire when the Neighbourhood Team will be next in the Parish. 

Action: Clerk / D Pattison / Highways

7)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

· J Beardsmore commented as follows:-

· Accounts available in due course. 

· Replacement outside light protector required.  Clerk to arrange repair. 

· Section of fence around Community Centre requires repair. 

· Donation of £3,000 received from County Councillor M Lawrence. 

· District Councillors R Cope and F Beardsmore donated £1,000.

· The Clerk reported he had obtained Grant Application Forms from the Community Council of Staffordshire.  
8)
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNOR’S REPORT 

· Plaques to be presented to the School on 27th March 2015 at 2.00pm.  Tour of School at 2.45pm.  Councillors invited to attend. 

9)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS

· The Clerk reported that S Bate had confirmed that Featherstone First Responders had attended 23 incidents.  The Clerk to enquire as to how many of the incidents were outside the Parish.  

10)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION

· Regarding condition of 1 East Road – The Clerk to request Leann Knox to contact John Brindle for an update. 
· The Clerk confirmed he had reported nuisance motor bicycles on Brinsford Park area and that K Stevenson had recommended all incidents should be reported to Staffordshire Police. 
· F Beardsmore requested the Clerk to ask SSHA to inspect the trees on Hilton Road. 
· Resident at 20 Olde Hall Road parks six vehicles in parking spaces which severely restricts residents parking.  The Clerk to inform Leann Knox. 
· The Clerk to inform the Housing Association that the fence around Brinsford Children’s Park needs repairing. 
Action:
Clerk / SSHA

11)
PLANNING

· District Councillor F Beardsmore reported that four applications had been submitted for a new Crematorium at different locations.  Application for site near to Truckers Rest – Four Cross on A5 was approved. 

12)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

· The Clerk circulated to Councillors an email dated 12th March 2015 received from M Lawrence.  Details as follows:-

“As we come to the end of another financial year, we are again heading for a slight overspend in our budget (£7M) which is about 1.5% of the total budget and entirely due to increased pressures from Adult Social Care and Children in Care (960). 

The Budget for 2015/16 has been set and for the first time in five years there will be a modest increase of 1.95%, this equates to a Band D rate of £1047.28 and is still one of the lowest in the Country. 

This will enable the Council to invest a further £20M in supporting our pressure points of meeting the needs of the frail elderly and children in care populations.  

JSA claimants are at around 1% and are on a par with the South East. 

8 out of 10 Schools are rated good or outstanding by OFSTED.

Vulnerable Children are very well protected and rated good by OFSTED. 

Direct provision of Youth Clubs has now stopped.  No open access. 

Children’s Centres are being reduced from 26 to 11 with Landywood CC being retained in South Staffordshire. 

Library Service going through transformation retaining 20 libraries managed and delivered by the Council with 23 libraries being Managed and Delivered by Communities, with an interim arrangement of Council Managed/Community Delivered. 

Review of Mobile Library provision and consultation taking place later this year”.

· M Lawrence also mentioned the following:- 

· Hilton Lane – Part will be closed for three months – back of Dark Lane. 

· Consultation during the summer regarding mobile libraries.  F Beardsmore said this would have an impact on the Parish.  M Lawrence agreed to obtain statistics concerning useage. 

Action:
M Lawrence

13)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

a) F Beardsmore
· F Beardsmore commented as follows:- 

· Next week District Council to consider 0% increase in Council Tax. 

· Meeting with Gavin Williamson, M.P. and District Councillor, R Cope, regarding the Toll Road explaining why the Parish Council’s preference is Option C concerning the Motorway Link.  G Williamson confirmed his preference for Option C noting the concerns of the Parish Council with regard to Noise, Toll Road and the route options. 

14)
CORRESPONDENCE

· SCC – Road Traffic Order – 40mph Speed Limit on New Road, Featherstone. 

· CCS – Village SOS Campaign ready to get Rural Projects off the grounds. 

· SPCA Bulletin – 12th March 2015. 

· SCC – Community Paths Initiative – Bids for 2015/2016.

· Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner Staffordshire – People Power Fund.

· SSDC – Regulatory Committee Meeting – 17th March 2015.

· SSDC – Audit Committee Meeting – 10th March 2015. 

· SSDC – Overview and Scrutiny Meeting – 10th March 2015. 

· SSDC – Full Council Meeting – 7th April 2015.

· South Staffordshire Citizens Advice Bureau – Request for a Donation.

J Brindle did not vote. 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to donate £25.00 to SSCAB. 

Resolved:

· To donate £25.00 to SSCAB.

· Community Council of Staffordshire – Request to take up membership.  

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to take up membership at a cost of £40.00.

Resolved:

· To become members of the Community Council of Staffordshire. 

· Brinsford Community Association – Minutes of Meeting held on 10th February 2015.  

· Featherstone Parent and Toddler Group – Request for Donation.  

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to donate £250.00 to Featherstone Parent and Toddler Group. 

Resolved:

· To donate £250.00 to Featherstone Parent and Toddler Group. 

· Community Council of Staffordshire – Letter dated 11th March 2015 giving an outline of the history and work undertaken by Village Agents and requesting the views of the Parish Council regarding proposals as detailed below:-

· Would you support the proposed re-focusing of the Village Agent Scheme from general support for groups to a more active role of identifying and supporting isolated people?

· Are there isolated people in your Parish who would benefit from the support of this project?

· If this re-focused project is of interest to your Council, we would welcome any comments or suggestions that could be included within our Stage 2 bid. 

· Councillors commented as follows:-

· Village Agents do not have skills and are not qualified to give support. 

· We believe the role of the Village Agent is to co-ordinate Village Groups throughout the locality. 

· F Beardsmore commented as follows:-

· Eight years ago called Featherstone Pride.

· First in area to pilot Village Agent Scheme. 

· Part funded by District Council in past. 

· Our Agent allocated 15 hours to cover 4-5 Parishes.

· Persons isolated should receive attention of care professionals, not Village Agent. 

15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· The Clerk gave details, including costing for additional/replacement noticeboards.  The Clerk to obtain a comparative quote for an Oak noticeboard that would also accept the Poppy display. 

· A Pickering reported that the security lights at the Bickfords Site blind motorists when turning into Paradise Lane. 


Action: Clerk
· Direct Security – DVR Box not working, plus monitor.  Items still under warranty.  The Clerk to notify supplier. 

· Defibrillator – Request for Directional Signs from Dawn Woodward.  J Brindle commented that there is a seven minute time span to take action.  The Clerk to contact Dr Lee requesting advice regarding the Defibrillator and their locations. 

· Featherstone Prison
· The Clerk reported he had received a reply from the Prison regarding the following:-

· Farm Road rubbish – Apologised; will remove rubbish. 

· Slabs on pathways – Completed work as agreed.  A Pickering said worst between 11-12 Oaks Drive. 

· 36 Oaks Drive – Apologised; will repair fence. 

· Car Repair Business – The Avenue, Featherstone

· F Beardsmore discussed with Frank Whitley at SSDC who agreed to visit site again.  
· F Whitley requested Councillors to note when repairs are being undertaken. 
16)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Seats donated by Oakwood Prison (April 2015).

· August Meeting (May 2015).

· Riot at Prison – Court Case (April 2015).

· Grants Limit (May 2015). 

17)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

· Oakwood Prison – At meeting at Oakwood Prison, Councillors were not  told full facts of incident at prison as this does not correspond with the Press Coverage and the Parish Council have concerns that the public may be at risk.  The Clerk to contact the Governor and G Petherick.  Copies of details to G Williamson, M.P. 
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