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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  

held on Thursday 13th June 2013 at 6:15 pm 
in the Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone

Present:
F Beardsmore, D Hill, D Betts, M Nicklin, T Smitheman, J Brindle, R Tucker, 

A Pickering, and B Pickering
In Attendance:
District Councillor R Cope 

Melanie Holt, Nock Deighton 

Stewart Richards, Nock Deighton 

Mrs Horton 

Victoria Kerry, Green Dog Walkers Project 

John Webb, Red, White and Blue FC 

Two Members of the Public

R Young, Clerk to the Council

------------------------------------------------------------

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

a) Councillors reviewed with representatives of Nock Deighton the possible options regarding development in the parish.  

· Parish Council has spoken to several developers.

· Local Plan still to be finished.  

· Parish Council is seeking facilities for the community such as football pitch, changing rooms, BMX track, allotments plus car parking. 

· Affordable housing reviewed.  

· Need a presentation that complies with the needs and requirements of the parish. 

· M Holt confirmed a scheme would be prepared.  

· F Beardsmore suggested September 2013 as a date for a detailed presentation.  

· J Brindle highlighted that two potential developers intended to gift a football pitch to the community.  

· M Nicklin asked regarding the possible access to the land owned by Nock Deighton’s client.

· F Beardsmore advised Nock Deighton to review their intentions with the District Council.  

F Beardsmore thanked those from Nock Deighton for attending the Parish Council meeting.  

b) Victoria Kerry outlined the benefits of the Parish Council joining the “Green Dog Walkers Project”.   The main points being:
· To look after own dog 

· Carrying “poo” bags

· Dog collars for the scheme 

· Stickers for waste bins 

· One-off fee of £500.00 

· Licence for scheme renewed but with no charge 

· Falkirk Council provide all forms, literature and collars 

Councillors agreed to consider the proposal outlined by V Kerry.
c) John Webb from the Red, White and Blue Football Club thanked the Parish Council for the £1,000.00 donation and presented a trophy to the Council as a thank you gesture.  

1) APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A Roche and J Beardsmore plus County Councillor M Lawrence.  
2) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9TH MAY 2013 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting and the Annual General meeting held on 9th May 2013 be approved as a true and correct record.
Resolved:

· To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting and the Annual General meeting held on 9th May 2013.    

3)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillors F Beardsmore, J Brindle, T Smitheman, and R Tucker declared an interest in relation to matters concerning or relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.

4)
POLICE MATTERS

The following matters were discussed:
· F Beardsmore commented the Parish Council receives no report from PCSO Adam McAree.  

· PCSO Adam McAree on holiday until 18th June 2013.  Councillors were disappointed that the Parish Council were not made aware of holiday periods.  

· R Tucker commented no reply had been received from Donna Gibbs concerning the recent shop incident and the advice given by police officers.  

· F Beardsmore said no reaction from the police regarding problems in South View Close.  

· R Tucker said he could not see how the police could not grasp the fact that living next to such a large prison complex equates to a high risk area.  

· The Clerk circulated to Councillors a copy of the letter dated 28th May 2013 received from Inspector Donna Gibbs.  Councillors commented as follows: 

· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, commented that a meeting should be arranged with the Police Sergeant responsible for the Parish and ask regarding police cover and the policy concerning drug abuse.  

· The Clerk to identify the Sergeant monitoring the parish.

· The Clerk also circulated to Councillors a copy of the email dated 12th June 2013 received from Wayne Stewart. 

· The Parish Council requested the Clerk to forward a copy of the email to SSHA, Staffordshire Police and to Gavin Williamson, MP. The Clerk to enquire with SSHA as to whether the garages will be demolished and Staffordshire Police as to whether ASBO’s could be issued to the offenders described by W Stewart.  

Action:
Police, SSHA
5)
MATTERS ARISING

5.1)
Bickfords Site
· New Road site – due to illness the meeting with M Murphy at Staffordshire County Council had been postponed.  The Clerk to re-arrange.  

· Paradise Lane – two planning applications to be considered.

Action: Chairman, Clerk, M Murphy 
5.2)
Litter in the Parish
· Speedwell Gardens
Councillors agreed a waste bin should be provided for Speedwell Gardens and in the vicinity of where the M54 slip road joins the A460. 

Resolved:

· To purchase two additional waste bins.  

· Brookhouse Lane 

Councillors reported that litter and rubble were still on-site.  Email from J Littleton at South Staffordshire Council stating that SSC will remove the rubbish in the woods and install a bund to restrict access.  
The Clerk to remind J Littleton on this matter.

Action: Clerk, J Littleton
· Rabbit Lane 

The Clerk was requested to ask D Pattison at East Staffordshire Borough Council to issue a tidy-up order for Rabbit Lane to remove the rubbish.

Action: Clerk, D Pattison

5.3)
St James Caravan Site (12th May 2011)
· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, commented that P Hardy was leaving South Staffordshire District Council on 14th June 2013.  

5.4)
Oak Tree Caravan Site
This Matter to be reviewed in the Planning Section
5.5)
Fishponds Gypsy Caravan Site
This matter to be reviewed in the Planning Section.  
5.6)
Brinsford Lodge Site – Road Name
The Clerk reported that SSDC were following the procedure to change the road name and that there were no outstanding issues.  
Action: Clerk
5.7)
Brinsford Post Box
The Clerk gave details of a copy letter from Moya Greene, Chief Executive Officer, Royal Mail Group, which had been received by Gavin Williamson, MP, stating that surveys had been completed and updates will be forwarded.  
Action: Royal Mail
5.8)
War Memorial (14th January 2010)

Working Group meeting – 23rd May 2013 
· Reviewed art work and reduced to 3 designs. 

· F Beardsmore to review with K Nightingale. 

Councillors confirmed that Rutherford’s Solicitors should ensure no utilities are located under the proposed site.

5.9)
South Staffordshire Housing Association
· The Clerk to enquire with Jan Goode as to the progress regarding future plans for the garage sites in Featherstone.  A meeting was to be arranged with F Beardsmore to review options.  
· Parking bays – Hilton Road 

The Clerk gave details of the two quotes obtained by SSHA and was waiting for plans and specifications details to obtain a further quote from a local contractor.  

· Drug abuse issues at Brookhouse flats.  Emma Cooper to arrange a meeting with local residents, SSHA staff, local police, and Councillor M Nicklin.  

· Repairs to Olde Hall Road – Mike Squires, Senior Repairs Manager to maintain contact with Mr Wayne Stewart.  

Action:
SSHA

5.10)
M54 / A460 Traffic Island – Traffic Congestion
The Clerk to check with Cheryl Makeham at Staffordshire County Council Highways as to whether the neighbourhood highway team had trimmed back the vegetation.  


Action:
SCC Highways 
5.11
Bellflower Road – Turnstone Drive
The Clerk to contact Andy Cousins at SSDC regarding clarification as to who is responsible for the maintenance of the pathway.  
Action:
Clerk

5.12)
Speedwatch Scheme

This matter was ongoing.
5.13)
Parish Website
The Clerk said he needed more photographs for inclusion on the website and was forwarding minutes plus Councillor’s photographs to the website provider. 
Action:
Clerk 
5.14)
New Road / A460 Junction
M Keeling had confirmed that no safety audit had been arranged to date, however, County Councillor M Lawrence had asked that this matter be investigated.  
Action: M Keeling, SCC
5.15)
Community Centre – Energy Report
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, gave a detailed update regarding the meeting with Alan Carr, Assistant Climate Change Officer at SCC, concerning economic changes and improvement that could be made to improve energy efficiency at the Community Centre.   
Action:
Community Centre
5.16)
Bus Shelter - Brinsford
The Clerk reported that M Murphy at SCC had confirmed the licence document from SSHA could be used by the Parish Council and would form the basis of an agreement.  
Action:
M Murphy, SCC 
5.17)
Village Green
The Clerk to progress the following with regard to a village green at Brinsford: 
· Community Right to Bid 

· Registration of Land as a Town or Village Green 

The Clerk and Chairman gave details of the correspondence issued by Gavin Williamson, MP, on being made aware of the Ministry of Justice statement that the land requested for a village green would be sold and the proposal that the Parish Council apply for village green status.  

The Clerk was asked to contact Sonya Weiss regarding the alternative sites and their acreage.  

Action:
Clerk  
5.18)
Oakwood Prison
· The Clerk gave details of a letter dated 24th May 2013 from Andy Sleight regarding the statement made to Councillors at a recent meeting. 

· Andy Sleight, Deputy Director, and Leroy Bonnick, Head of Community Engagement, to attend the Parish Council meeting to be held on 11th July 2013.  

· The Clerk was requested to arrange a meeting with the Governor at Featherstone 1.  

Action:
Clerk

5.19)
Hilton Hall
District Councillor R Cope reported this matter was ongoing.  
5.20)
Parish Maintenance
Play equipment – Brinsford 
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, reported he had requested three quotations to supply a double swing at Brinsford and a four seat swing for Featherstone.  

Action:
Chairman
5.21)
Parish Plaques

The Clerk reported the plaque supplier had quoted 6 weeks for delivery. 

Action:
Clerk
5.22)
BAE Site
Mizzy Marshall at SSDC had confirmed in an email dated 5th June 2013 that there had been no developments to date.  
Action:
Clerk
5.23)
Parish Newsletter

Parish Councillors reviewed the options concerning the distribution of the newsletter in 

the parish.  
6)
HIGHWAY MATTERS

· The Clerk was requested to ask Mark Keeling to undertake a visual inspection of the work being undertaken on the footpaths at Brinsford.  
· Featherstone Lane – dropped kerb.  Councillor M Lawrence confirmed funding will be made available.  Installation to be arranged as soon as possible.  
· Brookhouse Lane road surface.  A number of defects detected.  Repairs to be arranged by Cheryl Makeham (SCC Highways).  
· New Road, Safety Audit.  No safety audit arranged to date.  County Councillor Mike Lawrence has requested M Keeling to investigate this issue.  
· New Road – noise.  Minor surface depressions found.  Considering options to resolve issue.

· The Clerk to enquire with Mark Keeling regarding the following: 
· Brookhouse Lane – is this to be patched or re-surfaced?

· Pothole outside 53 Brookhouse Lane – left side of traffic hump 

· New Road speed limit of 40 MPH – County Councillor M Lawrence confirmed this will not be progressed  but will be retained on list for future consideration.  

· Hilton Road street name plate – Highways passed to SSDC to replace.  

Action: SCC Highways, Clerk 
7)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, mentioned the following: 

· As a result of the energy audit will obtain 3 quotations regarding a single heating boiler and twin heating boiler system.  

· Install identification stickers on switches.  

Action: Community Centre / Clerk 
8)
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ REPORT
Councillor J Brindle confirmed there were no matters to report.

9)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS

The Clerk reported that Sam Bate had confirmed the following:
· Attended 27 incidents during last month.

· One responder qualified this month. 

· Two booked for July / August training.  

10)
CORRESPONDENCE

The incoming and outgoing post had been noted.

	SSDC
	Locality Data and Issues Consultation feedback 

	Community Safety 
	Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour figures for South Staffordshire, 1st May – 31st May 2013 

	SSDC
	South Staffordshire Partnership – April 2013 update 

	SSDC
	Invitation to Civic Sunday, 23rd June 2013 

	SSDC
	July Locality Member Forum South invitation – 25th July 2013 at Pattingham Village Hall

	SSDC
	Confirmation that Phil Hardy is leaving the Council on 14th June 2013 

	Stuart Gotsall
	Traffic speeds on New Road – Clerk to forward details to Mike Lawrence 

	B Griffiths
	Motor cars parked in Widgeon Grove 

	South Staffordshire Rural Transport Partnership
	South Staffordshire Connect Data – 11th March 103 - 6th Aril 2013 


11)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

No matters were reported.  

12)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

a) District Councillor R Cope
Job Club 

· R Cope gave details of why additional assistance is needed to maintain the momentum of the Job Club.  It was proposed, seconded and agreed to donate £1,000.00 to the Job Club.  

Resolved:

· To donate £1,000.00 to the Job Club.

b) District Councillor F Beardsmore
District Councillor F Beardsmore mentioned the following: 

· Locality meeting 

· Wellbeing gym – outdoor gym 

· SSDC Community Grants – apply before end of July 2013 

13)
PLANNING
a) Planning Applications Received 
i) 13/00409/FUL 

F W Bickford and Sons, Paradise Lane, Slade Heath 

Proposed holding yard and overspill parking area 

The Chairman, F Beardsmore, gave a review of this application mentioning planning rules especially in relation to green belt.  Reviewed comments of planning agent.

ii) 13/00407/FUL 

F W Bickford and Sons, Paradise Lane, Slade Heath 

Proposed new storage building 

b) Planning Decisions 
None received.

c) Other Planning Matters 
i) Fishponds Site and Oak Tree Site
District Councillor R Cope commented as follows:

· Application does not refer to gypsies 

· Reviewed the policy that stipulates the number of pitches required 

· Application dismissed due to time limit expired 

· Reviewed pitches in the area 

d) Nock Deighton 
Agreed only to refer to property development numbers and not potential sites in the Parish.  
14)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

· The Clerk to request SSHA to provide a grit bin on Stuart Michael Way. 

· Enquire with SSHA regarding fencing in need of attention. 

· Collection of the waste at Stuart Michael Way (disabled bungalows) comes on different days.  The Clerk to enquire with Bob Taylor at SSDC.  

· Planters and flowers.  Letter from Brinsford Community Association was reviewed.  Councillor B Pickering reviewed the flowers required including two square planters, and 9 chapel planters.  

It was proposed, seconded and agreed to purchase flowers for Featherstone and Brinsford for £858.26.  

Resolved:

· To purchase flowers for Featherstone and Brinsford at a cost of £900.00.  

· 41 Baneberry Drive – tree over garden.  Councillor D Betts to cut down branch.  M Nicklin gave details of previous attempt to remove the branch and the invoice received.  

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that J Brindle, R Tucker, D Betts and M Nicklin to meet the handyman to review the invoice.  

Resolved:

· Councillors to meet the handyman to review invoice submitted in relation to the unsuccessful attempt to remove branch completely.  

· Dog fouling (Green Dog Walkers Project) – Councillors reviewed all aspects of the project including material to be supplied and potential of the scheme.  
The Clerk was requested to enquire with D Pattison at SSDC as to the scheme.  

· It was proposed, seconded and agreed to purchase Perspex material at a cost of £110.00 for parish noticeboards.  

Resolved:

· To purchase Perspex for Parish Council noticeboards at a cost of £110.00.  

· The Parish Clerk was asked to bring to the attention of Andy Cousins at SSDC the poor standard of grass cutting in the parish.  

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
15)
FINANCIAL MATTERS
a)
Invoices for Payment
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to issue the following cheques:

	Date
	Cheque No
	Payee
	£

	07.06.13
	002023
	BT Account 
	62.40

	13.06.13
	002024
	BT Account
	62.40

	13.06.13
	002025
	Towergate
	2,718.80

	13.06.13
	002026
	SSDC
	269.55

	13.06.13
	002027
	Came and Co
	1,963.68

	13.06.13
	002028
	R Young (Expenses)
	85.00

	13.06.13
	002029
	C Beeson
	214.59

	13.06.13
	002030
	R Edmunds
	214.59

	13.06.13
	002031
	R Butler
	214.59

	13.06.13
	002032
	HMRC (PAYE)
	369.92

	13.06.13
	002033
	R Young 
	836.00

	13.06.13
	002034
	Pipers 
	300.00

	13.06.13
	002035
	Pipers
	558.26

	13.06.13
	002036
	J Brindle Anchor Bolts
	14.98

	13.06.13
	002037
	FHCC
	30.00

	13.06.13
	002038
	Direct Security System
	288.00

	13.06.13
	002039
	Plastic Plus Ltd
	110.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£8,354.50


Resolved:

· To issue the above cheques.

16)
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Locality Three Crime figures (to be included on the agenda).

· Street Lighting.

· August Parish Council Meeting.

17)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· Mrs Marriott of Brinsford asked if an Oak tree could be planted in the park at Brinsford in commemoration of her husband.  

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Parish Council would support Mrs Marriott’s request to plant an oak tree at Brinsford to commemorate her husband.  

Resolved:

· The Parish Council would support Mrs Marriott’s request to plant an oak tree at Brinsford.  

· Councillors reviewed the matter of an August Parish Council meeting.  To be included on the agenda of the July 2013 Parish Council meeting.  

· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, gave a review of the emails received from Stephen Hunter and P. Millward relating to several issues including Clerk’s salary, and a planning application for a Brinsford property and whether Councillor D Hill left the meeting while the application was reviewed by Councillors. The E-Mails were reviewed by Councillors. It was agreed the E-Mail from P.Millward could be displayed on the Brinsford Noticeboard.F.Beardsmore gave a resume of his meeting with P.Millward
18)
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 11th July 2013 
The Chairman of the meeting, Councillor F Beardsmore, thanked all those present for attending and declared the meeting closed at 10:50 pm.
F Beardsmore
Chairman of the Parish Council
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