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FEATHERSTONE AND BRINSFORD
PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  
held on Thursday 10th October 2013 at 6:30 pm 
in the Community Centre, Baneberry Drive, Featherstone
Present:
F Beardsmore, A Roche, D Hill, M Nicklin, T Smitheman, J Beardsmore, 
J Brindle, R Tucker, D Betts, and A Pickering
In Attendance:
Three Members of the Public


R Young, Clerk to the Council
------------------------------------------------------------
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mr Paul Millward said that the Parish Council vacancy had been displayed on only one of the two noticeboards at Brinsford.  The Clerk commented the Parish Council vacancy had been displayed on most of the noticeboards in the parish and it had not been intentional to use only one of the noticeboards at Brinsford.  Mr Paul Millward passed a letter to the Clerk for consideration later in the Parish Council meeting. 
Mr Alexander Kerry said it was disappointing that the Parish Council vacancy had been displayed on one noticeboard at Brinsford as he only knew about the Parish Council vacancy by attending a Parish Council meeting.  
Councillor A Pickering commented she puts notices on both noticeboards at Brinsford.  A Kerry commented that both noticeboards should have the same notices.  D Hill said he could not display items in the second noticeboard at Brinsford because it was locked.  
1) APOLOGIES 
Apologies for absence were received from District Councillor R Cope.  
2) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19TH SEPTEMBER 2013 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19th September 2013 be approved as a true and correct record.
Resolved:
· To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19th September 2013 as a true and correct record.  
3)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Councillors F Beardsmore, J Brindle, R Tucker, J Beardsmore, and A Roche declared an interest in relation to matters concerning or relating to Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre.
4)
POLICE MATTERS
The following matters were reviewed:
· The Clerk and Chairman, F Beardsmore, gave details of emails received from Inspector Geoff Knight confirming he would like to attend a Parish Council meeting in the future to outline the new policing structure.  Councillor R Tucker asked that G Knight should bring to the meeting details of speeding convictions that have been recorded on the A460 since the 30 MPH speed limit was introduced.  Also to request confirmation as to whether the speed camera limit has been reduced.  
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, reported that G Knight had said that hard decisions had to be made and the PCSO could be moved.  Also commented that G Knight may not be able to answer or reply to statements made by Donna Gibbs.  
· The Clerk gave details of an email received from Sgt Gordon Price regarding the following: 
· Running Fights 
Staffordshire police have not received any reports of violence / disorder in Featherstone over the last month on Friday evenings.  
No recorded detail on local authority CCTV which is located near to the site mentioned.  
Councillor intervened with others to resolve incidents but police not notified.  
Stressed the importance of contacting police when incidents occur.  
· Speeding Traffic in the Parish 
· Reviewed details provided by Councillors when it was reported that 90% traffic on New Road were exceeding the speed limit. 
· Commented that speedwatch scheme was not operational in the parish.  
· Steve Bird from Staffordshire Police had conducted a speed check on New Road and found that 6 vehicles out of 42 vehicles checked had exceeded the speed limit.  The Clerk to enquire with S Bird as to when, at what time and where he checked vehicle speeds on New Road.  
· The Clerk gave details of speedwatch training sessions at Cannock and Tamworth.  
Cannock – 22nd October 2013 at Cannock Police Station with 4:00 pm start.  Councillors M Nicklin, F Beardsmore, R Tucker, D Hill and Alex Roche to attend.  
Tamworth – 2nd November 2013 at Tamworth Fire Station at 9:00 am.  Councillor J Brindle to attend.  
The Chairman, F Beardsmore, said information given to Staffordshire Police needs to be accurate.  
Action:
Police
5)
MATTERS ARISING

5.1)
Steve Paice – HMP Featherstone
· Councillors disappointed that S Paice did not attend tonight’s meeting when previously arranged for a 6:30 pm start.  
· The Clerk to enquire as to why he did not attend bearing in mind the prison wish to maintain contact with the community.  
5.2)
Bickfords Site – New Road
· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, commented he was in the process of arranging a meeting with David Pattinson at South Staffordshire District Council.  
· The Chairman and Clerk to review the Featherstone Lane issues after not receiving a positive response from Staffordshire County Council.  
Action:
Chairman and Clerk
5.3)
Litter in the Parish
· Speedwell Gardens
J Brindle confirmed the installation of two litter bins was ongoing.  
 Action: D Betts and J Brindle
· Brookhouse Lane 
Mark Keeling in an email dated 30th September 2013 confirmed the fly tipping had been cleared from the site off Brookhouse Lane.  The Clerk to thank M Keeling for the clearance work.  
It was also agreed the Clerk should request J Littleton at SSDC to bank up this location to stop future fly tipping.  
Action: Clerk 
5.4)
Brinsford Lodge Site – Road Name
· Sarah Poxon at SSDC confirmed she would review the file and progress this matter.    
Action: Clerk
5.5)
Brinsford Post Box
· The Clerk reported that Phil Terry at Royal Mail had not responded to enquiries from the Parish Clerk.  
It was agreed that Gavin Williamson, MP, should be asked for assistance with this matter.  
Action: G Williamson, MP / Clerk
5.6)
War Memorial (4th January 2010)
The Clerk confirmed a poster was available to advertise the proposed war memorial and more information was needed regarding the cost and design to apply for funding.  
Action: Memorial Working Group / Clerk
5.7)
Parish Website
· The Clerk confirmed the website address – www.featherstoneandbrinsfordparishcouncil.gov.uk.  Arranging for link to Whitgreave School and the website will advertise the public meetings  
Action: Clerk
5.8)
Community Centre – Energy Report
· Councillor J Beardsmore to obtain a specification from “COORS” for a thermostatic control for the cooler in the cellar.  
· The Clerk then to obtain three quotations to supply a thermostatic control.  
Action: J Beardsmore and Clerk
5.9)
Village Green
· The Clerk gave details of an email received from Sonya Weise offering a gift of 1.5 acres to the village for use as a communal green.  
· J Brindle commented some ground is better than no ground. M Nicklin asked as to whether there would be cost implications.  It was proposed, seconded and agreed to accept in principle the offer of 1.5 acres for a village green from the Ministry of Justice.  
Resolved:
· To accept in principle the offer of 1.5 acres for a village green from the Ministry of Justice.  
· S Weiss had also confirmed the Ministry of Justice had agreed to loan to the village plot B as a football pitch / play area until the site is prepared for disposal which is likely to take place in 2015.  The Clerk to enquire if the football pitch could be made available on a rolling lease basis after two years.  
Action:
Ministry of Justice and Clerk 
5.10)
G Williamson, MP
· Letter to G Williamson, MP, regarding letter received from C Hardwick, Governor of HMP and YOI Brinsford.  
Request comment regarding the following: 
· Are prisoners suitably attired for poor weather.
· No bus service in the area.  
· Many released prisoners walk past houses as noted by Councillors. 
· What work is undertaken in the community.  
6)
HIGHWAY MATTERS
· Replacement name sign for Hilton Road – reported to Andy Taylor at SSDC.  The Clerk to remind Andy Taylor of need for replacement.  
Action:
Clerk 
· The Chairman, F Beardsmore, to speak to County Councillor M Lawrence regarding Speedwell Gardens.  
Action:
F Beardsmore 
· The Clerk to contact C Makeham, SCC, again regarding ponding on Brookhouse Lane.  
Action:
Clerk 
· The Clerk to contact C Makeham, SCC, again regarding the repair of potholes on East Road, Brinsford.  
Action:
Clerk 
· C Makeham confirmed the flail mower would be used between Brookhouse Lane and Featherstone Lane to reduce vegetation.  
Action:
C Makeham, SCC 
· The Clerk to enquire with C Makeham regarding progress of the road / drive repair where the bungalow drive meets Hilton Road.  
Action:
Clerk 
· The Clerk reported that M Keeling had confirmed the Featherstone Lane dropped kerb would be completed in 6 – 7 weeks. 
Action:
M Keeling 
· D Hill said now that 30 MPH limit applies to the A460 a traffic island should be installed at the top of The Avenue.  The Clerk to arrange a site meeting with M Lawrence and M Keeling.  
Action:
Clerk 
· The Clerk reported that C Makeham of SCC Highways had confirmed the Neighbourhood Highway Team will tidy up the Featherstone Old Lane running past the community centre.  
Action:
Neighbourhood Highway Team  
· The Clerk to report the following highways matters to SCC Highways: 
· Pothole on the last speed hump on Brookhouse Lane. 
· M54 vegetation along path side needs cutting back by the Neighbourhood Highway Team.  
7)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE AND HILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
J Beardsmore reported the following: 
· CCTV camera repaired.  
· Some lights repaired by Viking Electric. 
· Community payback to re-start work in the parish.  
· September 2013 accounts not available.  
· Contractor came today to look at central heating boiler.  
· Representative from “COORS” to provide specification for cooler.  M Nicklin to review. 
8)
REPORT – WHITGREAVE SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ REPORT
The Clerk reported that Caroline Jobling had mentioned the following: 
· OFSTED report stated Good with Outstanding features.  
· Boundary fence requires attention – J Brindle agreed to repair any fence defects.  
9)
REPORT – FEATHERSTONE FIRST RESPONDERS

Councillor M Nicklin reported the following: 
· Last 3 weeks responded to 19 emergency calls. 
· New trained responder from Shareshill to start in the next few weeks.  
10)
REPORT – SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE HOUSING ASSOCIATION
· SSHA to remove rubbish from 136 Hilton Road.  
· The Clerk to arrange a meeting with Emma Cooper regarding removal of locks from garages.  D Hill and J Beardsmore to attend.  
· The Clerk to obtain a specification for the additional parking bays proposed for Hilton Road.  The Clerk to contact Jan Goode. 
· The Clerk reported that Gail Jones had confirmed the overgrown bushes in Hilton Road would be inspected for appropriate action to be taken.  The Clerk to chase this matter with the Housing Association.  
Action:
Clerk 
11)
CORRESPONDENCE

The incoming and outgoing post had been noted.
	Kelly Harris
	Local Plan – Site Allocations Document and Open Spaces Consultation 

	SSDC
	Sussed School Holiday Activities 

	Helen Marshall, SSDC
	OPCC Funding Opportunities 

	Mark Jenkinson, SSDC
	South Staffordshire District Transport Report and Month 13 and 14 Data on the Connect Service 

	Community Safety
	Crime Statistics, September 2013 

	Lyn Lockley 
	Codsall Community Arts Festival 

	Lorraine Richards, SSDC
	Service of Remembrance to be held in the Council Chamber, Monday 11th September 2013 


	What’s On in October 2013
	Libraries in Staffordshire 

	Open Spaces
	Magazine, Summer 2013 

	SCC
	Revised Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)

	G Williamson, MP
	Heritage Lottery Fund Centenary Grants Programme in South Staffordshire 


12)
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
No matters were reported.  
13)
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
a) District Councillor F Beardsmore
· F Beardsmore reported he had received a letter requesting his confirmation that he supports the application submitted by the Parish Council concerning the village green site at Brinsford.  
14)
PLANNING
a) Planning Applications Received 
i) 13/00749/FUL 
Proposed conservatory 
9 Dunlin Drive, Featherstone 
b) Planning Decisions 
i) None received
c) Garage Site Proposal 
The Chairman reported that Paul Turner had produced a comprehensive report objecting to application 13/00693/FUL proposed residential development of 3 two-bedroom terrace houses at Hilton Road, Featherstone and this had been submitted to South Staffordshire District Council.  
d) Local Development – Public Meeting 
· Councillors reviewed the following documents produced by the Clerk: 
· Letter – Your Parish – Your Views 
· Public notice 
· Parish Development Survey 
Several amendments were agreed. 
· It was agreed Councillors would meet at 6:00 pm on Thursday 17th October 2013 at Featherstone and Hilton Community Centre to finalise distribution.  
15)
PARISH MAINTENANCE 
· Rodents at Live and Let Live Caravan Site
Alan Warden, Environmental Health Officer at SSDC had confirmed he had requested the manager to carry out several improvements including the capping of exposed sewage pipes where caravans had been removed.  
A Warden to monitor 
· Damaged Saucer Swing 
M Fitzgerald at Playdale Playgrounds Ltd had offered to replace the damaged outer edge of the saucer swing if the Parish Council would pay £100.00 to cover transport costs from Cumbria.  
It was proposed, seconded and agreed to accept the offer to repair the saucer swing if the Parish Council paid transport costs of £100.00.  
Resolved:
· For Playdale Playgrounds Ltd to repair the saucer swing on payment of £100.00 to cover transport costs.  
· The Clerk to report to SCC Highways that the trees / bushes along the footpath running parallel to the M54 (length of Brookhouse Lane) need cutting back.  
· J Beardsmore reported a resident was playing ball with a dog in the cage.  The dog owner being M Griffiths.  
It was proposed, seconded and agreed a polite letter should be sent to M Griffiths regarding the use of the cage with his dog.  
Resolved:
· A polite letter to be sent to Mike Griffiths requesting him not to play ball with his dog inside the cage.  
______________________
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